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House panel 
raises heat 
on Pentagon 
border plans 

By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Members of the 
House Armed Services Committee on 
Tuesday told top Pentagon officials that 
they are not on board with their plans to 
divert roughly $1 billion in funding to 
help build a barrier along the U.S.-Mexico 
border. 

Lawmakers during a congressional 
hearing also agreed the Pentagon’s pro¬ 
posed budget for fiscal year 2020, as struc¬ 
tured now, will not be approved. 

The messages were two of several ob¬ 
servations delivered by Democratic and 
Republican lawmakers during a hearing 
with acting Defense Secretary Pat Sha¬ 
nahan and other officials on the Defense 
SEE HOUSE ON PAGE 4 


Navy to end use 
of ‘misconduct’ 
uniform stripes 

By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — The Navy is 
doing away with “misconduct” red stripes 
for senior sailors, among other changes 
outlined in a new uniform policy released 
Monday. 

The 13 changes are a result of feedback 
received from the fleet, according to the 
message signed by Chief of Naval Person¬ 
nel Vice Adm. Robert Burke. 

Starting June 1, all sailors over the 12- 
year service mark will be authorized to 
wear gold chevrons on their dress and ser¬ 
vice uniforms, a stark contrast to the “red 
stripe” that senior enlisted sailors wear 
as a visible sign of misconduct from some 
point in their careers. 

SEE STRIPES ON PAGE 3 


Maxwell HiGGiNs/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

A sailor performs maintenance on the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman at Norfolk, Va., on March 13. 

The Navy’s proposed 2020 budget calls for dismantling the Truman in 2024, a move that could save billions of dollars. 

USS Truman’s early retirement could 
present questionable future for carriers 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

T he USS Harry S. Truman will 
retire two decades early if Con¬ 
gress approves the Navy’s 2020 
proposed budget as is, a move 
some say could indicate a questionable fu¬ 
ture for aircraft carriers. 

The Navy’s proposed budget — pub¬ 
lished this month — calls for dismantling 
the Truman in 2024 instead of funding the 
planned refueling of its nuclear reactor 
core that year. 


ANALYSIS Commissionedinl998, 
the carrier is 20 years 
old, making it the fourth- 
youngest of the Navy’s 11 active carriers, 
according to the service. 

Canceling the Truman’s refueling 
would open up funding for other capa¬ 
bilities, Rear Adm. Randy Crites, deputy 
assistant secretary of the Navy for man¬ 
agement and budget, said during a Penta¬ 
gon presentation March 12. 

In its 30-year shipbuilding plan submit¬ 
ted to Congress this month, the Navy said 
the change “is in concert with the Defense 


Department’s pursuit of a more lethal bal¬ 
ance of high-end, survivable platforms 
(e.g. CVNs) and complementary capabili¬ 
ties from emerging technologies.” CVN 
is Navy shorthand for a nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier. 

“Persistent threat analysis and ongoing 
warfighting studies will continue to in¬ 
form the requirements for specific battle 
force ships in the context of an evolving 
capability force mix, and the Navy is pos¬ 
tured to respond to these studies,” the ser¬ 
vice said in the shipbuilding report. 

SEE TRUMAN ON PAGE 5 
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Possible 
sex offense 
investigated 
in Germany 


ICBM destroyed 
in 'milestone' 
interceptor test 


A pair of long-range, ground-based interceptors launch from 
Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif., in the first salvo engagement test 
of a threat-representative ICBM target Monday. 



Courtesy of the Missile Defense Agency 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

Salvos by multiple ground in¬ 
terceptors shot down an intercon¬ 
tinental ballistic missile during a 
test Monday, a “milestone” first¬ 
time achievement, the U.S. Mis¬ 
sile Defense Agency said. 

Two ground-based intercep¬ 
tors were used in the test, the 
MDA said in a statement Monday. 
The first was used to destroy the 
ICBM re-entry vehicle. 

The second interceptor “then 
looked at the resulting debris and 
remaining objects, and, not find¬ 
ing any other reentry vehicles, 
selected the next ‘most lethal ob¬ 
ject’ it could identify, and struck 
that, precisely as it was designed 
to do,” the statement said. 

The target ICBM was launched 
from the Reagan Test Site on 
Kw^alein Atoll in the Mar¬ 
shall Islands, more than 4,000 
miles from the two interceptors 
launched from Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, Calif 

Space-, ground- and sea-based 
sensors provided real-time target 
acquisition and tracking data to 
a command and control center 
during the test, the statement 
said. The interceptors were then 
launched beyond the Earth’s at¬ 



mosphere, where they destroyed 
the target. 

ICBMs are defined as having a 
range of more than roughly 3,400 
miles. 

“This was the first [ground- 
based interceptor] salvo intercept 
of a complex, threat-representa¬ 
tive ICBM 
. target. 

The system and it was 
worked a criti- 

exactly 

as it was mda 
Assigned to 

do. ' Lt. Gen. 

Lt. Gen. Samuel Samuel 
Greaves Greaves 
MDA director said in the 
statement. 
“The sys¬ 
tem worked exactly as it was de¬ 
signed to do, and the results of 
this test provide evidence of the 
practicable use of the salvo doc¬ 
trine within missile defense.” 

He described the ground-based 
defense system as “vitally impor¬ 
tant” to the defense of the Ameri¬ 
can mainland. 


The MDA conducted the test in 
cooperation with the Joint Func¬ 
tional Component Command for 
Integrated Missile Defense, U.S. 
Northern Command and ele¬ 


ments of the U.S. Air Force Space 
Command’s 30th, 50th, and 460th 
Space Wings. 

olson.wyatt(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — U.S. military and 
German authorities are investi¬ 
gating a possible sexual offense 
involving two minors last week 
at the Burger King on Vogelweh, 
base officials at Ramstein said 
Tuesday. 

The 569th U.S. Forces Police 
Squadron and 92nd Military Po¬ 
lice Company responded to a re¬ 
port of “possible sexual abuse” 
at the base fast food restaurant 
on March 21 at 5 p.m., said Lt. 
Col. Joel Harper, an 86th Airlift 
Wing spokesman. 

Both the suspect and alleged 
victim — who was transported 
and received care at a local hos¬ 
pital — are minors and Army de¬ 
pendents, officials said. 

Harper said the suspect was 
detained and interviewed by 
investigators. 

The U.S. Army Criminal In¬ 
vestigation Command is the lead 
in the case for the U.S. military, 
officials said. No other informa¬ 
tion was available on Tuesday. 

The Burger King is a popular 
hangout for young people after 
school because it’s within walk¬ 
ing distance from Kaiserslaut¬ 
ern high and middle schools. 
It’s also one of the few places for 
teens to go on Vogelweh outside 
of school. 
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McConville nominated for Army chief of staff 


By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The White House has 
nominated Army Gen. James McConville 
to become the service’s next chief of staff, 
officials announced Tuesday during an As¬ 
sociation of the United States Army event. 

McConville’s nomination was sent to the 
Senate Armed Services Committee late 
Monday, retired Army Gen. Carter Ham, 
the president of AUSA, told an audience 
attending the association’s annual Global 
Force Symposium in Huntsville, Ala. If 
confirmed by the Senate, McConville 
would become the 40th Army chief of staff, 
the service’s top general and a member of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Army and White House officials on 
Tuesday did not immediately confirm the 
nomination. 


McConville, who has served as the ser¬ 
vice’s vice chief of staff since June 2017, 
was widely consid¬ 
ered the top choice I 
of defense officials to 
become service chief 
later this year. He 
would replace Army 
Gen. Mark Milley 
who President Donald 
Trump announced 
last year was his 
choice to become the 
chairman of the Joint I 
Chiefs of Staff when McConville 
Marine Gen. Joseph 
Dunford retires, which could happen by 
late summer. 

The 59-year-old from Quincy, Mass., is a 
1981 graduate of the US. Military Acade¬ 
my at West Point in New York. McConville 



has spent much of his career flying Army 
helicopters, including the AH-64 Apache, 
OH-58 Kiowa Warrior and the AH-1 Cobra, 
according to the Army. Before he became 
the Army’s No. 2 general, he served as its 
deputy chief of staff for personnel as a 
three-star general. 

Earlier Army assignments sent McCo¬ 
nville to command troops serving in the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. As the com¬ 
mander of the Army’s 101st Airborne Divi¬ 
sion, McConville deployed to Afghanistan 
in late 2012 to command US. and NATO 
forces in the country’s eastern region 
as the United States and its allies began 
drawing down their forces to move from a 
combat role into a mission primarily to ad¬ 
vise and assist Afghan partners. Earlier in 
his career, he commanded 4th Brigade, 1st 
Cavalry Division during a tour in Iraq. 

Among dozens of awards and decora¬ 


tions, McConville has twice received 
the Distinguished Service Medal, holds 
three Legions of Merit, three Bronze Star 
Medals, two Air Medals, the Combat Ac¬ 
tion Badge and the Expert Infantryman’s 
Badge, according to his Army biography. 

In recent years as the Army’s vice chief, 
McConville has helped shape the Army’s 
policy for preparing for the future. He was 
instrumental in the establishment of the 
service’s Futures Command, which is fo¬ 
cused on modernizing the service’s weap¬ 
ons and other assets for potential future 
wars against a near-peer competitor such 
as Russia or China. 

McConville and his wife, Maria, have 
three adult children who all serve in the 
military. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Stripes: Reaction is mixed 



Joshua KARSTEN/Stars And Stripes 


Petty Officer 2nd Class Dennis Johnson, a quartermaster aboard the aircraft carrier USS John C. 
Stennis, shows a journalist the ship’s helm during a port visit to Bahrain on Monday. 

USS Stennis returns to 5th Fleet 


By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain—The air¬ 
craft carrier USS John C. Stennis 
arrived in Bahrain this week for 
some rest, relaxation and replen¬ 
ishment after more than a month 
with the 7th Fleet. 

Stennis first entered in the Gulf 
in December and has since moved 
in and out of the 5th and 7th Fleets 
in keeping with the Pentagon’s 
Dynamic Force Employment 
strategy meant to introduce an el¬ 
ement of unpredictability in ship 
movements to confuse possible 
US. adversaries. 

The carrier’s time in the South 
China Sea and the Persian Gulf 
was dictated by wherever it was 
needed to demonstrate presence 
and support different missions, 
said Capt. Patrick Thompson, the 
carrier’s executive officer. 

“There was a need in 7th Fleet 


for us to be back there and then 
coming back this way on our way 
to our new homeport, it makes 
sense to come in and maintain 
our ability to keep the water¬ 
ways open in the Arabian Gulf,” 
said Thompson, referring to an 
upcoming homeport shift from 
Washington to Virginia. “It’s a 
good time to come and show our 
presence on our way back through 
the area.” 

When Stennis first arrived 
in the Gulf in December it was 
shadowed by Iranian vessels, 
which trailed the ship and even 
filmed it using a drone. Thomp¬ 
son confirmed the Stennis had 
been directly involved in Opera¬ 
tion Inherent Resolve in Decem¬ 
ber, supporting ground troops in 
Syria and Iraq, but provided no 
further details. 

For the crew, Bahrain is a wel¬ 
come break from the shipboard 
life. One sailor mentioned taking 


a long shower with bare feet — a 
no-no onboard the ship, she said. 
Another sailor said she wanted to 
get to a hotel and order food. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Den¬ 
nis Johnson planned to see the 
Tree of Life, a 400-year-old tree 
in the desert with no known water 
source, he said. 

“That’s something I’ve been 
looking forward to; I just want to 
explore the city, explore every¬ 
thing,” he told Stars and Stripes 
while guiding a tour of the ship’s 
bridge. 

The Stennis has been underway 
since October and made previous 
port visits to Singapore, Dubai 
and Thailand. The flattop, com¬ 
missioned in 1995, is expected 
to change homeports to Norfolk, 
Va., for a mid-life refueling after 
this deployment. 

karsten.joshua@stripes.com 
Twitter: @]oshua_karsten 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The current policy mandates 
that sailors who have received 
nonjudicial punishment or court- 
martial within the last 12 years 
wear red stripes. Sailors who have 
already reached the milestone 
had to restart the 12-year clock 
if they had further infractions. 
Each stripe represents four years 
of service, with the gold previous¬ 
ly indicating good conduct. 

While multiple enlisted sailors 
welcomed removal of the stigma 
associated with red stripes, oth¬ 
ers online cried foul on the CNP 
Facebook page, viewing their 
gold stripes as a badge of honor. 

“Gold stripes mean something,” 
one user commented. “Some tra¬ 
ditions are worth keeping, this 
was one of them,” another said. 

“It says you did the right things 
for over a decade and it was re¬ 
flected on your uniform,” Chief 
Petty Officer Steve Owsley, who 
has gold stripes and has been in 
the Navy just shy of 20 years, told 
Stars and Stripes. “Many times, 
when servicemembers make a 
mistake in the Navy, the most 
important part is to own that mis¬ 
take and accept responsibility for 
it.” 

Another change is the authori¬ 
zation of the command patch to 
replace the left-shoulder “Don’t 
Tread On Me” patch, currently 
a standard across the fleet since 
the Navy transitioned to the Type 
III green digital camouflage uni¬ 
form in 2016. 

Although the command patches 


will be considered optional, sail¬ 
ors have pushed for this change 
as a source of pride and distinc¬ 
tion between commands. 

“I think the option for sailors to 
wear command or unit patches is 
a great new change,” said Petty 
Officer 3rd Class Tristan Collop, 
currently serving in Bahrain. 
“It allows commands to wear 
their unit pride on their sleeves, 
literally.” 

The design of command logo 
patches must be approved by 
the unit commanding officer, the 
message said. 

Meanwhile, the all-too common 
occurrence of E-4 sailors receiv¬ 
ing salutes now has a potential 
remedy. Navy captains will have 
the option to purchase silver- 
thread 0-6 rank insignias for the 
Type III uniform to distinguish 
them from 3rd class crows, which 
have a strong resemblance to the 
black 0-6 eagle when seen at a 
distance. 

Other items will affect women’s 
uniforms to include new slacks 
and skirts for chiefs and officers, 
flat shoes for dress uniforms and 
a clarification on the use of pony¬ 
tails, previously ambiguous for 
both style and use in uniform. 
The message also introduced an 
optional wear T-shirt for nursing 
sailors. 

Other updates include informa¬ 
tion on mandatory sea bag items. 
The full message can be found at 
https://www.public.navy.mil. 

karsten.joshua@stripes.com 
Twitter: @joshua_karsten 



Steven HosKiNs/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Sailors with both red and yellow insignias stand in formation during 
the commissioning ceremony of the USS South Dakota in February. 
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Milley: Brigade readiness better but not up to par 



Carlos BoNcioANNi/Stars and Stripes 

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Milley testifies before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee on Tuesday during a hearing on Capitol 
Hill in Washington. Testifying at left is Army Secretary Mark Esper. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — More than 
half of the Army’s brigade combat 
teams have achieved top levels of 
preparedness to fight a mgjor 
ground war, the service’s top gen¬ 
eral said Tuesday, noting only 
three brigades were considered 
fully prepared to fight in 2015. 

Army Gen. Mark Milley, the 
service’s chief of staff, charac¬ 
terized that common measure 
of the Army’s combat readiness 
as a “significant improvement.” 
Nonetheless, he told members of 
the Senate Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee that the service remained 
a few years away from achieving 
the combat readiness goals that 
he believes would be necessary 
to fight a mgjor war with a near¬ 
peer competitor. 

“If we are serious about Rus¬ 
sia, China and what’s in the [Na¬ 
tional Defense Strategy] with 
North Korea, Iran and the violent 
extremists and terrorist organi¬ 
zations, our assessment is that of 
(the Army’s) 58 brigades, 66 per¬ 
cent in the regular Army and 33 


percent in the Guard and Reserve 
... must reach the highest levels of 
readiness,” Milley said. “We can 
reach those goals sometime in 
2022 .” 

The general and Army Secre¬ 
tary Mark Esper were before the 
committee Tuesday to defend the 
Army’s $182.3 billion fiscal year 
2020 budget request. 

Milley assessed about 28 of the 
Army’s brigades had achieved 
those readiness goals. In March 
2018, he testified that just “more 
than five” brigades were pre¬ 
pared to fight at such a level. 

In his testimony Tuesday, Mil- 
ley did not provide a breakdown 
of how many of the 28 fully pre¬ 
pared brigades were active duty 
versus Reserves. 

The active Army includes 31 
brigade combat teams, while the 
remaining 27 are National Guard 
and Reserve units. 

Neither Milley nor Esper pro¬ 
vided a specific reason why they 
believed the service was able to 
quickly improve the readiness 
of its brigade combat teams, but 
they thanked senators for the in¬ 


creased funding that the service 
has received in recent years. 

Officials have credited the Ar¬ 
my’s creation of Security Force 
Assistance Brigades for helping 
improve readiness because those 
new units are specifically fo¬ 
cused on train-and-advise opera¬ 
tions, leaving regular brigades to 


prepare for large-scale combat 
operations. The Army has also 
increased the amount of time its 
combat units spend training in 
recent years. 

Milley, who is expected to be¬ 
come the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff later this year, 
warned the service needed sus¬ 


tained high-level funding in 2020 
and future years to reach its read¬ 
iness goals by 2022. 

“We recognize in the Army ... 
we are a very, very expensive en¬ 
deavor, but there is one thing that 
is a lot more expensive than what 
we do on a day-to-day basis, and 
that’s having a war,” Milley said. 

He told senators that funding 
the Army and the other military 
services at the levels they have 
requested — the Pentagon is 
seeking $718.3 billion for fiscal 
year 2020 — would deter poten¬ 
tial adversaries from challenging 
the U.S. military. 

“By making sure that we have 
a large, capable, competent, ex¬ 
cellent military that is dominant 
on any field of battle — that goes 
a long way towards telling any 
potential adversary, ‘Don’t mess 
with the United States,”’ Milley 
said. “If we underfund that in 
the future years ... that, I think, 
provides opportunity and encour¬ 
ages aggression by any potential 
adversary.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


House: Lawmaker says DOD reprogramming $1B for wall a Violation of trust’ 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Department’s $718.3 billion budget for fis¬ 
cal year 2020, which begins Oct. 1. 

“The budget that was submitted by the 
president and the Department of Defense 
drastically undercuts our ability to get that 
deal” for the Pentagon, Rep. Adam Smith, 
D-Wash., chairman of the Armed Servic¬ 
es Committee, told the military officials. 
“That budget is not going to pass. There is 
bipartisan opposition to it, I can assure you 
that.” 

The hearing comes less than two weeks 
after Shanahan and other officials were 
hammered for similar concerns during a 
Republican-led Senate Armed Services 
Committee hearing. 

The lawmakers also grilled Shanahan; 
Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and acting Deputy 
Defense Secretary David Norquist on con¬ 
cerns facing the Pentagon, from its budget 
proposal to nuclear spending to climate 
change preparedness. 

Lawmakers also hammered military of¬ 
ficials on their latest move to reprogram 
$1 billion in Pentagon funds to support 
security along the southern border, an ef¬ 
fort that was swiftly rejected by the House 


panel. 

“The committee denies this request,” 
Smith wrote in a letter to Norquist. “This 
committee does not approve the proposed 
use of Department of Defense funds to 
construct additional physical barriers and 
roads or install lighting in the vicinity of 
the United States border.” 

Late Monday, Shanahan said he au¬ 
thorized the Army Corps of Engineers to 
begin plans to install 57 miles of 18-foot- 
high fencing along the border in Yuma, 
Ariz., and El Paso, Texas, along with relat¬ 
ed road and lighting fixes in those areas. 

The effort is in support of President 
Donald Trump’s Feb. 15 national emergen¬ 
cy declaration to move Pentagon funds to 
border wall construction. 

Trump’s national emergency is now the 
subject of several lawsuits looking to stop 
the move, and Congress also passed a reso¬ 
lution rejecting it. However, Trump vetoed 
the measure earlier this month, and a con¬ 
gressional move to override that rejection 
seems likely to fail. 

“Congress grants the Department of De¬ 
fense the ability to move a limited amount 
of appropriated funds through the repro¬ 
gramming process in order to address 


emergent, higher-priority needs, subject to 
specific statutory limitations,” Smith said 
Tuesday in a statement. “Congress has 
trusted the department with this tool to 
give them additional flexibility to manage 
day-to-day operations. DOD’s recent noti¬ 
fication of its intent to use that process to 
reprogram $1 billion without congressio¬ 
nal approval is a violation of that trust.” 

Smith also hinted Tuesday that the Pen¬ 
tagon’s ability to reprogram funds could be 
revoked. 

“To look at the Pentagon as sort of a piggy 
bank/slush fund where you can simply go 
in and grab money for something when you 
need it really undermines the credibility of 
the entire DOD budget,” Smith said during 
the hearing. “Because if you’ve got five to 
10 to $20 billion just lying around for any 
particular purpose, then what does it say 
about whether or not you really need the 
money that you come up telling us that you 
need?” 

Shanahan acknowledged the Pentagon is 
taking a risk by reprogramming its funds 
for border wall purposes and could lose 
flexibility to make similar decisions in the 
future. However, he said, officials are fol¬ 
lowing a presidential order. 


“It’s a very difficult discussion, and we 
understand the significant downsides of 
losing what amounts to a privilege,” Sha¬ 
nahan told Smith. But “given a legal order 
from the commander in chief, we are ex¬ 
ecuting on that order.” 

Overall, Trump’s administration is re¬ 
questing $750 billion for national security 
— which includes funding for the Pentagon 
and other agencies such as the Department 
of Energy — for fiscal year 2020. Of that, 
$174 billion is requested for a war fund 
also known as Overseas Contingency Op¬ 
erations, or OCO. 

Funding in the OCO account appears 
to be a White House-directed strategy to 
present a base budget that falls under de¬ 
fense budget caps, said Texas Rep. Mac 
Thornberry, the ranking Republican on 
the Armed Services Committee. He also 
said the move was a deal-breaker. 

“We are never going to pass a $174 bil¬ 
lion OCO,” Thornberry said. “But that goes 
back to decisions that were made some¬ 
where else other than the Department of 
Defense.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


VA secretary recommends DOJ not challenge ruling on ‘Blue Water’ benefits 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Department 
of Veterans Affairs Secretary 
Robert Wilkie recommended the 
Justice Department not contest 
a federal court ruling that could 
extend benefits to Vietnam veter¬ 
ans who served on ships offshore 
during the war, he announced 
Tuesday. 

The Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit ruled 9-2 in Janu¬ 
ary that “Blue Water” Navy vet¬ 
erans are eligible for benefits 
related to the chemical herbicide 


Agent Orange. The decision could 
result in disability compensation 
for tens of thousands of veterans 
who served aboard aircraft car¬ 
riers, destroyers and other ships 
and were deemed ineligible for 
the same disability benefits as 
those who served on the ground 
and inland waterways. 

The Justice Department and 
the VA, which last year disputed 
the veterans were eligible for the 
benefits, could challenge the de¬ 
cision before April 29 by seeking 
a review of the case from the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

Wilkie said publicly for the first 


time Tuesday that he opposed a 
Supreme Court review. The an¬ 
nouncement came during his 
testimony to the Senate Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee. 

“Is it true. Secretary Wilkie, 
that the Blue Water Navy court 
decision isn’t being challenged?” 
asked Sen. Johnny Isakson, R- 
Ga., chairman of the committee. 

Wilkie replied, “That would be 
my recommendation from VA.” 

His stance differs from last 
year, when Wilkie fought efforts 
in Congress to extend benefits 
to Blue Water Navy veterans. At 


the time, he cited high costs and 
insufficient scientific evidence 
linking the veterans to Agent Or¬ 
ange exposure. 

Since the court ruling in Janu¬ 
ary, some lawmakers and vet¬ 
erans organizations have urged 
Wilkie and President Donald 
Trump to end the court battle. 

Wilkie announced during his 
Tuesday testimony that he rec¬ 
ommended the Justice Depart¬ 
ment not pursue the case. 

Sen. Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii, 
asked him to “use your persua¬ 
sive powers to make sure that 
happens.” 


“I think your recommendation 
will be key,” said Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, D-Conn. 

“I would express ... that the 
recommendation be adopted and 
endorsed heartily by this commit¬ 
tee to bring fairness and justice 
to our Blue Water Navy veterans. 
It would culminate a bipartisan 
crusade.” 

Agent Orange has been found 
to cause respiratory cancers, Par¬ 
kinson’s disease and heart dis¬ 
ease, as well as other conditions. 

wentTing.nikki@stripes.com 

Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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High court tosses 
$315M award in 
USS Cole lawsuit 



Sailors take part in a general quarters drill in the hangar bay of the USS Harry S. Truman in the Atlantic 
Ocean on March 18. Losing the Truman to early retirement would reduce the U.S. fleet to 10 carriers. 

Truman: Analyst deems carrier’s retirement 
111-conceived decision’ Pentagon will regret 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Nixing the Truman’s midlife 
refueling overhaul will save the 
Navy about $6.5 billion, accord¬ 
ing to a Feb. 27 Breaking Defense 
article. Add in the savings associ¬ 
ated with the carrier’s annual $1 
billion operating costs and “total 
savings could exceed $30 bil¬ 
lion” over the next two decades, 
it said. 

But the service has already 
spent $537 million on two nucle¬ 
ar reactor cores for the carrier’s 
future refueling, according to a 
March 21 Bloomberg report. 

The move is seemingly contra¬ 
dictory to the U.S. goal of a 12- 
carrier Navy. The service on Jan. 
31 awarded a $14.9 billion con¬ 
tract to build two new carriers, 
but those ships won’t be ready 
until at least the mid-2030s, ac¬ 
cording to a Defense Department 
announcement. 

The purchase of the two new 
Ford-class carriers “represents 
Navy’s enduring commitment to 
the aircraft carrier new-construc- 
tion industrial base,” the service 
said in its shipbuilding plan. 

Losing the Truman would re¬ 
duce the U.S. fleet to 10 carriers. 


By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Offi¬ 
cials are investigating a strange 
smell that forced an evacuation 
of personnel and patients from 
the Naval Branch Health Clinic 
following two separate reports on 
Sunday and Monday. 

“The odor is unidentified and 
is being investigated by the Naval 
Support Activity Bahrain envi¬ 
ronmental, fire and public works 
departments, as well as host na¬ 


still the greatest number of air¬ 
craft carriers of any navy in the 
world, by far. Russia has just one; 
China has two, with a third under 
construction. 

The development of new tech¬ 
nologies by U.S. competitors 
makes the carrier platform vul¬ 
nerable, some critics have said. 
For example, China’s DF-21D 
guided missile is said to be theo¬ 
retically capable of striking a 
moving aircraft carrier, and its 
DF-26 has a reputed range far 
enough to reach U.S. bases on 
Guam. 

The issue has been a concern for 
some time. According to a March 
1 report in Foreign Policy maga¬ 
zine, then-Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis last year debated with his 
staff about the relevancy of carri¬ 
ers “as Russia and China develop 
long-range missiles and sophisti¬ 
cated overhead satellites.” 

But Thomas Callender, Heri¬ 
tage Foundation senior research 
fellow for defense programs, 
questioned carrier critics in a 
Dec. 11 foundation lecture, her¬ 
alding the many capabilities air¬ 
craft carriers enable. 

“To those that are etching the 


tion teams,” base spokeswoman 
Lt. Josie Lenny said via email on 
Tuesday. 

Four people were taken to a 
local hospital for evaluation after 
the first report of the odor on 
Sunday forced officials to cancel 
or reschedule all appointments 
at the small clinic, which serves 
Naval Forces Central Command, 
Naval Support Activity and 91 
tenant commands in Bahrain. 

Base security patrolled the 
area and redirected pedestrians 


Courtney SxRAHAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


tombstone of the U.S. aircraft car¬ 
rier, I say this: What can replace 
the aircraft carrier’s unrivaled 
capabilities and the variety of 
missions it can accomplish such 
as close air support, sea control, 
large-scale power projection and 
defeat of any air defenses?” Cal¬ 
lender said in a recording of the 
lecture. 

In a March 11 think piece for 
the Defense One website, Cal¬ 
lender called retiring the Tru¬ 
man “an ill-conceived decision 
the Pentagon is sure to regret,” 
and suggested leaders should in¬ 
stead push for systems that will 
promote carrier lethality and 
relevancy. 

“Rather than abandon these 
unique ships in favor of unproven 
technologies. Pentagon leaders 
should help the Navy develop 
and field improved manned and 
unmanned strike aircraft, long- 
range weapons systems and other 
emerging technologies that will 
ensure the aircraft carrier re¬ 
mains a survivable and critical 
piece of the Joint Force for years 
to come,” Callender wrote. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 


away from the clinic. A hazard¬ 
ous material unit and fire and 
emergency services officials re¬ 
sponded to the report. 

The four people sent to the hos¬ 
pital were subsequently cleared 
for duty, Lenny said Monday. 

“Emergency personnel deemed 
the area safe and the clinic was 
cleared to resume operations the 
following day,” she said. 

The clinic, which Lenny said 
averages about 180 appointments 
a day, provides primary care for 


By Jessica Gresko 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court on Tuesday threw 
out a nearly $315 million judg¬ 
ment against Sudan stemming 
from the USS Cole bombing, say¬ 
ing Sudan hadn’t properly been 
notified of the lawsuit. 

The justices ruled 8-1 that no¬ 
tice of the lawsuit should have 
been mailed to Sudan’s Foreign 
Ministry in the country’s capital, 
Khartoum. The notice was in¬ 
stead mailed to Sudan’s embassy 
in Washington. 

The lawsuit the justices ruled 
on involves sailors who were in¬ 
jured in the 2000 bombing of the 
Cole in Yemen. Sailors and their 
spouses sued Sudan in a U.S. 
court, arguing that Sudan had 
provided support to al-Qaida, 
which claimed responsibility for 
the Cole attack. A total of 17 sail¬ 
ors died when the ship was struck 
by a bomb-laden boat. Dozens of 
others were injured. 

In order to alert Sudan to the 
lawsuit, the group mailed the re¬ 
quired notice to Sudan’s embas¬ 
sy in Washington. Sudan didn’t 
initially respond to the lawsuit 
in court, and a judge entered an 
approximately $315 million judg¬ 
ment against the country. Sudan 
then tried to get the judgment 
thrown out. 

Sudan and the sailors who 
were suing disagreed about the 
requirements of a 1976 law, the 
Foreign Sovereign Immunities 
Act. The statute lays out how to 
properly notify another country 
of a lawsuit filed in a U.S. court. 
If other agreements between the 
countries don’t exist, the law says 
that notice should be “addressed 
and dispatched ... to the head of 
the ministry of foreign affairs of 
the foreign state concerned.” 

Lawyers for Sudan and for the 
U.S. government had argued that 
the best reading of that phrase is 
that it requires the notice to be 
sent to the foreign minister in the 
foreign country. The Supreme 


more than 3,800 people, the clin¬ 
ic’s page on the Military Health 
System website said. 

After the clinic reopened Mon¬ 
day, a second report of the mys¬ 
tery odor forced another closure 
until emergency personnel de¬ 
clared the facility safe later that 
day. 

The facility reopened again 
later Monday and was continuing 
normal operations on Tuesday. 

karsten.ioshua@stripes.com 
Twitter: @joshua_karsten 


Court agreed. 

Justice Samuel Alito, writing 
for the m^ority, noted that the 
ruling is “not the end of the road” 
for the injured sailors and their 
spouses who sued. They can try 
re-sending notice of the lawsuit, 
this time to Sudan’s Foreign Min¬ 
istry in Khartoum. If that fails, 
they have yet another option, 
sending it through diplomatic 
channels. 

Justice Clarence Thomas dis¬ 
sented, saying he believed the 
sailors complied with the Foreign 
Sovereign Immunities Act by 
sending notice of the lawsuit to 
the embassy. 

The court’s decision is also 
relevant to a second case filed 
over the USS Cole bombing, one 
filed by family members of the 
17 sailors who died in the attack. 
In that case, notice of the lawsuit 
was also sent to Sudan’s embassy. 
An appeals court threw out a $34 
million judgment as a result. 

Beyond the current case, the 
high court’s decision will most 
directly affect victims of terrorist 
attacks abroad who want to use 
U.S. courts to sue foreign coun¬ 
tries that allegedly provided sup¬ 
port for those attacks. 
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Innovation 
Boot Camp 


Veteran-owned small business aims to 
boost Marines’ problem-solving skills 


By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP KINSER, Okinawa 
— Building upon technology al¬ 
ready at their fingertips, Marines 
gathered at Okinawa’s first-ever 
Marine Maker Innovation Boot 
Camp this month to learn how 
they can put robotics, 3D print¬ 
ing and other tools to work on the 
battlefield. 

A training team from Build¬ 
ing Momentum, a small business 
founded by a Navy veteran and 
based in Alexandria, Va., spent 
one week each with two classes of 
Marines on March 4-15. 

The company — a problem¬ 
solving, engineering and con¬ 
sulting firm — works with the 
Defense Department and educa¬ 
tional institutions, corporations 
and entrepreneurs, according to 
its website. 

“Building Momentum’s end 
goal for the Marine Corps is to 
make the Marines better adept 
at problem-solving,” Cheyanne 
Dwyer, an instructor for the 
workshop and director of engage¬ 
ment for Building Momentum, 
told Stars and Stripes on March 
15. 

The program aims to help Ma¬ 
rines in the field with limited re¬ 
sources to come up with an idea 
that may save their fleet time, 
money and resources, she said. 

An otherwise empty warehouse 
served as a classroom, with table- 
tops of wiring, gadgets and 3D 
printing machines for 38 students, 
seven Marine teaching assistants 
and five Building Momentum 
trainers, including Dwyer, CEO 
and founder Brad Halsey and 
training director Tom Sullivan. 

For the first time. Building 
Momentum put machinist Ma¬ 
rines in the role of teaching as¬ 
sistants. They gave their students 
real-world examples of how this 
training can be put to use on the 
battlefield. 

“Marines out in the field often 
encounter problems they can’t 
solve with the supply chain, 
like broken handles, knobs and 
switches,” said Gunnery Sgt. Jus¬ 
tin Horn, a teaching assistant for 
the two-week workshop. “[Now], 
they’d be able to 3D print those.” 

Dwyer recalled an example a 
student provided from Kuwait, 
where an antenna had fallen from 
a roof. Normal supply channels 
would take six to eight months to 
provide an entire antenna when 
only one part needed replacing, 
she said. 

“A gentleman who had gone 
through our course was able to 
jump into the maker space, was 
able to 3D-print the part and get 
that antenna back up and running 
within 48 hours,” she said. 


The Okinawa students’ projects 
included developing and employ¬ 
ing sensors, using solar energy 
and building a bridge from 3D- 
printed materials. 

The bridge, about 2 feet long, 
could support 1,000 pounds, 
Dwyer said. 

“During the innovation boot 
camp, we have a lot of lightbulb 
moments happen with the stu¬ 
dents,” she said. “We like to say 
we don’t teach the tech, we teach 
problem-solving because we 
know that these guys are smart, 
and we know the Marines are able 
to solve the problem themselves if 
just given the confidence and per¬ 
mission to do 


During 

the 

innovation 
boot 
camp, 
we have 
a lot of 
lightbulb 
moments 
happen 
with the 
students. ^ 


Cheyanne . 
Dwyer j 


Classes at 
Camp Kin- 
ser met daily 
from 8 a.m. to 
about 8 p.m., 
and each class 
wrapped up 
its week with 
a capstone 
project in 
which stu¬ 
dents incor¬ 
porated what 
they learned 
in a realistic 
challenge. 

those 
projects. Ma¬ 
rines were 
Building given an 
Momentum earthquake 
instructor scenario. 

They could 
enter buildings only with the use 
of autonomous robots and cam¬ 
eras to evaluate conditions and 
deliver medical supplies. All the 
while, they had to keep an eye 
on their own supplies, including 
water, which instructors attempt¬ 
ed to steal during the exercise. 

“Sometimes, there’s things in 
the field we have to watch and 
monitor all the time and have to 
post a fire watch or guard on,” 
Horn said. “Instead, we can post 
a camera and remotely monitor 
it from the [combat operations 
center].” 

The team of instructors are 
planning to return this summer 
to deploy a mobile maker lab con¬ 
structed during their visit. It’s a 
10-foot shipping container able to 
house personnel and equipment 
of the Innovation Boot Camp for 
training or essential missions 

“We should get a lot more of this 
training to a lot more Marines,” 
Horn said. “The problem-solving 
skills that the Marines are learn¬ 
ing here, just how to think outside 
the box and come up with solu¬ 
tions to problems without using 
the things you were already hand¬ 
ed ... I think that’s really useful.” 


vazquez.carlos@stripes.com 
Twitter: @StripesCarios 
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Marines take top culinary honors at event 



Dani JoHNSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Sgt. Nickesha Carmichael, a culinary arts specialist from Fort Drum, N.Y, competed at the Joint Culinary 
Training Exercise at Fort Lee, Va., earlier this month. 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

The Marine Corps for the first 
time has claimed top honors as 
the culinary team of the year at 
the Armed Forces Chef of the 
Year competition at Fort Lee, Va. 

The American Culinary Fed¬ 
eration awarded 293 medals 
March 15 at the conclusion of 
the two-week training event and 
competition at the Joint Culinary 
Center of Excellence, according 
to a statement from the center. 

Teams from the United States, 
France, Great Britain and Can¬ 
ada — more than 200 military 
chefs from 22 installations — took 
part in the Joint Culinary Train¬ 
ing Exercise, which began March 
8. It’s the largest event in North 
America sanctioned by the culi¬ 
nary federation and has been held 
annually for the past 44 years. 

“The Joint Culinary Train¬ 
ing Exercise is about improving 
readiness of our armed forces,” 
Joint Culinary Center of Excel¬ 
lence spokeswoman Daneta John¬ 
son said in an email to Stars and 
Stripes. “The competing military 
members are able to hone their 
skills as culinary arts specialists 
and improve the quality of food 
services to their units, enabling 
them to better perform their du¬ 
ties at home and in a deployed 
environment. 

The teams competed for the 
title of armed forces chef of the 
year and in the International 
Two-Chef Culinary Challenge, 
in which 13 judges critiqued their 
culinary creations, she said. 

Johnson said the Marines con¬ 
quered seven categories to claim 
top honors: 

■ Mobile hot food kitchen. A 

five-person team cooks a four- 
course gourmet meal for 50 
people utilizing military kitchen 
trailer equipment. 


■ Student teams. A five-person 
team, in which each member has 
less than two years of experience, 
creates a three-course meal. 

■ Table display. A team creates 
a cold food table with six manda¬ 
tory dishes supporting a common 
theme to showcase a culinary 
work of art. 

■ Nutrition. A two-person team 
prepares a four-course meal in 
which the caloric value doesn’t 


exceed 850 kilocalories and the 
balance is 15-20 percent protein, 
45-60 percent carbohydrates and 
25-30 percent fat. 

■ Student chef. An individual 
with less than two years of ex¬ 
perience cooks a meal with a set 
protein. 

■ Armed forces chef. Individu¬ 
als create a four-course meal 
from a mystery basket to be rec¬ 
ognized as chef of the year. 


■ Pastry chef. An individual 
creates a hot/warm plated des¬ 
sert and a live decoration of a cel¬ 
ebration cake. 

The goal of each team is to 
compete against industry stan¬ 
dards and not against one an¬ 
other, Johnson said. Each team 
may earn a gold, silver or bronze 
medal in each category, but if 
the dish does not meet or ex¬ 
ceed the standard, then no medal 


will be given in that category. 
The judges awarded 42 gold med¬ 
als, 112 silver medals and 139 
bronze medals. The winners in 
each category are: 

■ Culinary Team of the Year: 
Marine Corps 

■ Judges Award, Best in Show: 
Sgt. Bruce Serafica, Fort Carson, 
Colo. 

■ Armed Forces Master Chef 
of the Year: Chief Petty Officer 
Frida Karani 

■ Armed Forces Chef of the 
Year: Spc. Mark Caseres, Team 
Hawaii 

■ Armed Forces Student Chef 
of the Year: Lance Cpl. Christo¬ 
pher Sanchez, Marine Corps 

■ Army Enlisted Aide of the 
Year: Staff Sgt. Justin Chase, U.S. 
Cyber Command, Fort Meade, 
Md. 

■ Student Team Competition: 
Fort Drum, N.Y. 

■ International Team of the 
Year: Team France 

■ Military Hot Food Kitchen: 
Fort Carson, Colo. 

■ Nutritional Hot Food Chal¬ 
lenge: Sgts. Klinton Bautista and 
Clarence Robinson, Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, Wash. 

■ Pastry Chef of the Year: Sgt. 
Samantha Poe, Washington, D.C. 

■ Best Exhibit in Show (Catego¬ 
ry D, Culinary Showpiece): Spc. 
Mark Pulido, Fort Bliss, Texas 

■ Judges Special Award (Cold 
Food Table): Team Hawaii 

Several winners will move on 
to compete at the American Cu¬ 
linary Federation National Con¬ 
vention and Show Aug. 4-8 in 
Orlando, Fla. Nine chefs earned 
spots on the U.S. Army Culinary 
Arts Team, which will compete at 
the Culinary Olympics in Febru¬ 
ary in Stuttgart, Germany. 

bolinger.jamesOstripes.com 
Twitter: (I)bolingerj2004 


Heroism recognized at Medal of Honor Society ceremony 


By Michael S. Darnell 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A group of Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School students 
and faculty credited with saving lives dur¬ 
ing the 2018 school shooting in Parkland, 
Fla., were among those recognized Mon¬ 
day at a special ceremony. 

Of those three honored at the Congres¬ 
sional Medal of Honor Society’s 2019 Citi¬ 
zen Honors Awards banquet, only one was 
in attendance — because Anthony Borges 
is the only one who survived that fateful 
day. 

Borges, only 16 at the time, is credited 
with saving the lives of 20 of his classmates 
by barricading the door to their classroom 
with his own body, even as he was shot sev¬ 
eral times through the door. He was shot 
five times and has undergone more than a 
dozen surgeries. 

Honored posthumously at the banquet 
were Peter Wang, the Junior Reserve Of¬ 
ficers’ Training Corps student killed while 
helping classmates escape, and Marjory 
Stoneman assistant football coach Aaron 
Feis, who died shielding students from the 



Michael S. DAUNELL/Stars and Stripes 


Blaine Hodge, left, was presented with 
the Single Act of Heroism award at the 
2019 Citizen Honors Award ceremony in 
Washington on Monday. 

shooter. 

The Congressional Medal of Honor Soci¬ 
ety presented Borges with a medal during 
the ceremony at the Institute of Peace in 


Washington. The wife and daughter of Feis 
accepted the award on his behalf, as did 
the parents of Wang. 

The society awards Citizen Honors each 
year, recognizing community members 
who have accomplished great feats of hero¬ 
ism, or have dedicated enormous amounts 
of time to help others. 

This year, the society also recognized 
the heroism of Blaine Hodge, a Bakers¬ 
field, Calif, native who was severely in¬ 
jured in 2018 while defending a woman 
from a machete-wielding attacker at a 
Starbucks. The woman survived, thanks to 
his intervention. 

“It’s very comforting,” Hodge said of 
the ceremony. “I’m not very good with the 
praise, but neither are these other guys. It 
really just shows you, no matter how com¬ 
passionate you decide to be ... you’re not 
alone.” 

Travis Mills — an Army veteran who 
began helping post-9/11 veterans recover 
from injuries after losing parts of both legs 
and arms from an lED attack in Afghani¬ 
stan in 2012 — was also recognized. Mills 
was honored for his work with the Travis 
Mills Foundation, which provides Maine 


getaways to veterans suffering from ser¬ 
vice-related injuries, according to its 
website. 

Mills, like Hodge, wasn’t overly fond of 
being the center of attention, but the for¬ 
mer staff sergeant said he was grateful the 
foundation was recognized for its efforts. 

“People recognizing me? I’m not as 
comfortable with that,” Mills said. “I don’t 
think I do anything special. I’m able to 
have a great team at the foundation behind 
me, helping me lead the way and give these 
families something to hope and believe 
in.” 

Every year, the society also recognizes a 
service organization that supports military 
and veteran causes. Healing Household 
6, a nonprofit in Jacksonville, N.C., that 
provides financial and other resources to 
caregivers of wounded veterans, received 
the Community Service Hero Award. 

“You do not have to have a Medal of 
Honor or be in war to do something great 
for our country,” said Drew Dix, Medal of 
Honor recipient and president of the soci¬ 
ety. The honorees, he said, were proof of 
that fact. 

darnell.michael@stripes.com 
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Photos by Drake NicKELs/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Clockwise from above: U.S. Marines with Marine Medium TiHrotor Squadron 164, Marine Aircraft Group 39, 3rd Marine Aircraft 
Wing participate in an MV-22 Osprey “hung gear” malfunction drill at Marine Corps Air Station Camp Pendleton, Calif., on March 
12; Sgt. Nicholas Attikai, front, directs an MV-22 Osprey while being stabilized by Sgt. Carlos Rodriguez, rear, during the drill; 
Gunnery Sgt. Thomas Simpson, center, briefs Marines on their responsibilities; and Marines stage mattresses on the flight line. 

Marines hold 'hung gear' drill 

By Aaron Knowles 

Stars and Stripes 

In case of an in-flight emergency, air¬ 


craft mamtenance Marines grab their 
mattresses. That’s the procedure when no 
amount of prodding can get the landing 
gear of an MV-22 Osprey to extend. 

It’s a rare occurrence, but the Marines 
practice the procedure regularly. Earlier 
this month, they hauled out pallets stacked 
with twin mattresses at Camp Pendleton, 
Calif, to run through the drill, just as the 
Osprey program was about to reach 30 
years since its first flight. 

The exercise, known as a “hung gear” 
drill, allows the Marines to better under¬ 
stand their roles, the Marine Corps said in 
a statement. 

“This drill is important because it is 
critical that we practice like we play as it 
pertains to emergency procedures,” Capt. 
Ayleah Alejandre, aviation safety officer 
with Marine Aircraft Group 39, 3rd Ma¬ 
rine Aircraft Wing, said in the statement. 
“Three pallets of stacked mattresses are 
taken out and strapped down on the land¬ 
ing pad — one for the nose gear and two for 
the main gear.” 

A crew chief is tasked with guiding the 
descending aircraft down onto the stacks. 

In an emergency, a pilot would call the 
tower and let them know they are having 
trouble with the landing gear. Then the 
maintenance Marines would assemble at a 
dedicated emergency landing pad. 

The Air Force’s CV-22 has the same 
mattress-landing procedures in the event 


of gear malfunctions, said Army Staff Sgt. 
Elizabeth Pena, a spokeswoman with the 
352nd Special Operations Wing at RAF 
Mildenhall, England. 

Mgj. Thomas J. Dunn, the director of 
safety and standardization with Marine 
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 164 at Camp 
Pendleton, shared at the training site his 
personal experience with a hung gear 
malfunction. 

“I was coming into a landing, and the 
gear did not come down. It is a very un¬ 
comfortable situation, especially because 
of fuel requirements, enemy threat and all 
that,” he said in the statement. 

“In 2008,1 found myself turning around 
over Baghdad International (Airport) at 
1,500 feet, going through the emergency 
procedures, (but) we did get the landing 
gear to come down.” 

In 2015, Capt. Paul Keller, based out of 
Miramar, Calif, was another survivor of 
a hung gear malfunction while flying an 
MV-22 on a routine mission in Iraq. 

“We got the initial indication in Iraq, 
but we had enough gas to make it back (to 
Kuwait) and troubleshoot the problem,” 


Keller said in a statement. 

“Inside our emergency procedures 
checklist, there are certain steps you run 
through, and we ran through all of them, 
but the gear was still stuck up,” he said. 

While running through all the mainte¬ 
nance checks and troubleshooting steps. 
Marines raced to their emergency landing 
pad setup. 

All three of Keller’s landing gears were 
stuck in the raised position, and even 
though it was a tense situation, Keller 
said, he and the ground crew safely landed 
the Osprey on five pallets of spring-filled 
mattresses. 

The Osprey’s emergency landing proce¬ 
dure for gear malfunctions is not unique to 
the aircraft. 

In April 2012, a medical helicopter con¬ 
ducted a landing at San Antonio Interna¬ 
tional Airport. The Bell 407 rotorcraft had 
lost one of its landing gears after striking a 
cellphone tower. 

Kevin Campbell, the pilot, asked if there 
were mattresses available, and the airport 
provided them. Campbell landed with no 
injuries, according to news reports. 



“On the surface, the drill doesn’t seem 
terribly difficult, but once you look at all 
the moving parts, it’s something that we 
need to exercise time and time again to be 
ready,” Alejandre said. 

The Bell-Boeing Osprey program re¬ 
cently reached 450,000 flight hours and 
had its 375th aircraft built, Chris Gehler, 
Bell’s vice president and deputy director of 
the project, said in a recent interview with 
USNI News. To improve maintenance pro¬ 
cedures, the Marine Corps is also looking 
at reducing the 77 different configurations 
of the MV-22 down to five, he said. 

In its 30-year history, the Osprey pro¬ 
gram has seen its share of tragedy. In 
1992, a crash killed seven, and in 2000, two 
separate crashes killed 14 Marines. But 
military officials have said the aircraft’s 
record compares well with others since 
it reached initial operating capability in 
2007. 

The $71 million Osprey, which the Ma¬ 
rine Corps first deployed in 2007 to Iraq, 
can seat 25 Marines and was designed to 
replace the service’s CH-46E Chinook and 
CH-53D Sea Stallion helicopters. 

The aircraft combines the vertical flight 
capabilities of a helicopter with the speed, 
range and altitude of fixed-wing trans¬ 
ports. The Corps has fielded about 90 per¬ 
cent of its total planned fleet of 360. 

knowles.aaron@stripes.com 

Twitter:@AKStripes 


Three pallets of stacked mattresses are taken out and 
strapped down on the landing pad — one for the nose 
gear and two for the main gear. ^ 

Capt. Ayleah Alejandre 

aviation safety officer with the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

ISIS attack on US-backed forces in Syria kiils 7 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Islamic State claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for an attack on a checkpoint 
of U.S.-backed forces in the northern Syr¬ 
ian town on Manbij that killed seven fight¬ 
ers Tuesday. 

The attack indicates that ISIS can still 
launch deadly insurgent strikes and is far 
from being completely defeated, despite 
losing all the territory it once controlled in 


Iraq and Syria. ISIS militants were blamed 
for several attacks in the Manbij area in re¬ 
cent months. 

Sharfan Darwish, of the Manbij Military 
Council, told The Associated Press that the 
attack came shortly after midnight at one 
of the entrances to Manbij, targeting the 
fighters who “were carrying out their mis¬ 
sion of protecting” the town. 

The Britain-based Syrian Observa¬ 
tory for Human Rights, a war monitoring 


group, said members of an ISIS sleeper cell 
carried out the attack and that three other 
Manbij Military Council fighters were also 
wounded. 

In its claim of responsibility, ISIS said 
its followers targeted a checkpoint on the 
western edge of Manbij and confiscated 
the weapons of the U.S.-backed fighters. 

In January, ISIS claimed a suicide attack 
in Manbij that killed 19 people, including 


two US. servicemembers and two Ameri¬ 
can civilians. 

The fate of Manbij, controlled by mem¬ 
bers of the Manbij Military Council whom 
Turkey considers linked to its own Kurd¬ 
ish insurgency, has been a source of ten¬ 
sion between Ankara and Washington. 

Turkey insists on the withdrawal of the 
Syrian Kurdish-led militia, which liber¬ 
ated Manbij from ISIS in 2016. 


US-Afghan operation 
leaves civilians and 
Taliban fighters dead 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A raid 
coupled with US. airstrikes tar¬ 
geting Taliban fighters ended with 
five civilian deaths, including one 
child, the US. military said Tues¬ 
day, one day after a United Nations 
report found an earlier coalition 
strike may have killed more than 
a dozen civilians. 

The strikes were conducted in 
support of Afghan security forces 
and a small contingent of US. ad¬ 
visers on the ground in the Surobi 
district east of Kabul, Sgt. 1st 
Class Debra Richardson, a spokes¬ 
woman for US. Forces-Afghani- 
stan, said in a statement. 

“During the operation, air- 
strikes were used after Taliban 
fighters armed with machine 
guns were positively identified,” 
Richardson said. “It is likely the 
Taliban [Surobi] District Shadow 
Governor was killed along with six 
Taliban fighters. Unfortunately, 
four women and one child were 
killed.” 

The US. military was reviewing 
the operation in conjunction with 
Afghan forces, Richardson said. 

The insurgents were using 
women and children as shields, Af¬ 
ghanistan’s top intelligence agen¬ 
cy said in a separate statement. 
Monday’s operation killed Surobi 
shadow governor Mullah Rashid 
and wounded several Taliban lead¬ 
ers, the National Directorate of Se¬ 


curity said in its statement. 

The five civilian deaths come 
days after a coalition airstrike that 
the UN. Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan blamed for killing 13 
civilians, including 10 children, in 
the north of the country. 

In comments to The New York 
Times on Saturday, Richardson 
suggested the Taliban were fight¬ 
ing from civilian homes during 
that incident, which occurred ear¬ 
lier that day during a firefight that 
lasted more than a day in Kunduz 
province. 

The UNAMA has repeatedly ex¬ 
pressed concerns over the growing 
civilian death toll, which reached 
its highest levels last year com¬ 
pared with any other year since 
detailed accounting began nearly 
10 years ago. 

Key factors leading to the over¬ 
all increase of civilian casualties 
were a spike in suicide attacks by 
militants and airstrikes by pro¬ 
government forces, including the 
US., the UNAMA stated. 

“We own every munition—every 
strike — and we strive to minimize 
non-combatant casualties through 
every state of an operation from 
operational planning, to targeting 
and execution,” Richardson said. 
“The nature of war is horrific. The 
most effective way to end the suf¬ 
fering of non-combatants is to end 
the fighting.” 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 

weliman.phiilipdistripes.com 
Twitter: ©pwweilman 


EU official backs key role 
for Kabul in Taliban talks 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
European Union’s top diplomat 
has expressed support for U. S.-led 
efforts to resolve Afghanistan’s 
17-year war but stressed that the 
Afghan government should have 
a leading role in the process. 

The remarks by EU’s foreign 
policy chief, Federica Mogherini, 
reflect the bloc’s displeasure that 
the peace talks with the Taliban 
have so far sidelined the govern¬ 
ment in Kabul. The Taliban have 
refused to talk directly with the 


government, considering it a US. 
puppet. 

Mogherini says the EU has “al¬ 
ways been on the side of Afghan 
people with no other agenda” 
than peace, security and prosper¬ 
ity for Afghanistan. 

She said EU supports “an Af¬ 
ghan-led and Afghan-owned 
peace process.” 

Mogherini spoke after meet¬ 
ings in Kabul on Tuesday with 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
and the country’s chief executive, 
Abdullah Abdullah. 



SANA/AP 

Protesting in Syria 

Syrians hold portraits of Syrian President Bashar Assad during a protest in the southern province of 
Sweida, Syria, on Tuesday. Syria’s state news agency said thousands of Syrians held gatherings to 
protest U.S. President Donald Trump’s move to recognize Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights. 
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Charges 

against 

Smollett 

dropped 

By Amanda Seitz 
AND Michael Tarm 
Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Prosecutors on 
Tuesday abruptly dropped all 
charges against Jussie Smollett, 
the “Empire” actor who was ac¬ 
cused of lying to police about 
being the target of a racist, anti¬ 
gay attack in downtown Chicago, 
his attorneys said. 

Smollett’s attorneys said his 
record has “been wiped clean” 
of the 16 felony counts related to 
making a false report that he was 
assaulted by two men. The actor 
insisted he had “been truthful 
and consistent on every single 
level since day one.” 

“I would not be my mother’s 
son if I was capable of one drop of 
what I was being accused of,” he 
told reporters after a court hear¬ 
ing. He thanked the state of Illi¬ 
nois “for attempting to do what’s 
right.” 

It was not immediately clear 
what prompted the decision to 
dismiss the case. Typically, a 
minimum condition of dropping 
cases is some acceptance of re¬ 
sponsibility. In a statement, the 


Suit: Soviet 
felon tried to 
launder cash 

By Michael R. Sisak 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A Soviet-bom 
convicted felon who worked on 
real estate deals with President 
Donald Trump was accused in a 
lawsuit Monday of plotting to use 
Trump-branded skyscrapers to 
launder money allegedly stolen 
from a Kazakhstan bank. 

BTA Bank and the City of Al¬ 
maty, Kazakhstan, allege Felix 
Sater conspired with the son of 
the city’s former mayor to use 
some of the $440 million to devel¬ 
op a Tmmp Tower in Moscow. 

Sater, who was due to testify be¬ 
fore Congress this week about his 
work with Tmmp, started push¬ 
ing the Moscow project in 2005 
and tried to kick-start it during 
Trump’s 2016 presidential cam¬ 
paign, but it was never built. 

The bank also alleges Sater 
helped the mayor’s son, Ilyas 
Khrapunov, mask $3 million as 
down payments on three condo¬ 
miniums in Trump SoHo, a New 



“Empire” actor Jussie Smollett arrives at the Leighton Criminal 
Court Building for a hearing in Chicago on March 14. On Tuesday, all 
charges against him were dropped. 


Cook County prosecutors’ office 
offered no detailed explanation. 

“After reviewing all of the facts 
and circumstances of the case, 
including Mr. Smollett’s volun¬ 
teer service in the community 
and agreement to forfeit his bond 
to the city of Chicago, we believe 
this outcome is a just disposition 
and appropriate resolution to this 
case,” the statement from spokes¬ 
woman Tandra Simonton said. 

Chicago Mayor Rahm Eman¬ 
uel and the city’s police superin¬ 
tendent angrily denounced the 
dropped charges against Smol¬ 
lett, with Emanuel calling it “a 
whitewash of justice.” 

Among the unanswered ques¬ 
tions was whether prosecutors 
still believe Smollett concocted 
the attack and whether new evi¬ 
dence emerged that altered their 
view of events. 

Smollett was accused of falsely 


reporting to authorities that he 
was attacked about 2 a.m. on Jan. 
29 in downtown Chicago. Au¬ 
thorities said he made the report 
because he was unhappy with his 
pay on “Empire” and believed it 
would promote his career. 

The actor, who is black and gay, 
plays the gay character Jamal 
Lyon on the hit Fox TV show that 
follows a black family as they 
navigate the ups and downs of the 
recording industry. 

He reported that he was as¬ 
saulted on his way home from a 
sandwich shop. Smollett said two 
masked men shouted racial and 
anti-gay slurs, poured bleach on 
him, beat him and looped a rope 
around his neck. 

Police said Smollett hired two 
men, both of whom are black, to 
attack him. Smollett allegedly 
paid the men $3,500. 



Cyrus McCrimmon, The Denver Post/AP 


Felix Sater, right, stands next to Donald Trump at the Bixpo 2005 
business convention in Loveland, Colo., in September 2005. A 
lawsuit accuses Sater of involvement in a money-laundering plot. 
The suit does not implicate Trump. 


York City hotel that Sater helped 
develop as an executive at Bay- 
rock Group LLC. 

Sater arranged for Trump and 
Khrapunov to meet and discuss 
potential investments, the lawsuit 
says, but it makes clear there is 
no suggestion Trump engaged in 
impropriety or that he was aware 
Sater and Khrapunov allegedly 
stole money. 

Messages were left with Sater 
and representatives for Trump 
and his company, the Trump 


Organization. 

Khrapunov is not named as a 
defendant in the lawsuit, filed 
in federal court in Manhattan. 
His lawyer noted that all claims 
against him regarding alleged 
money laundering have been dis¬ 
missed by federal courts in New 
York and California. 

Sater’s work on the Trump 
Tower Moscow project has made 
him a key figure in the House 
Democrats’ investigations into 
Trump’s ties to Russia. 


Trump hardens stance 
on ‘Obamacare’ in move 
seen as politically risky 


By Sahil Kapur 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration is hardening its 
legal position toward so-called 
“Obamacare,” arguing now the 
entire law is unconstitutional in 
a shift that promises to bring the 
issue to the forefront of the 2020 
election campaign. 

The position is a change for 
the Justice Department after it 
argued last year that large parts 
of the 2010 law — but not all of 
it — should be struck in the case 
Texas v. U.S., which is pending 
before the 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals. A trial court judge 
sided with Texas and voided the 
law in a December ruling. The 
Justice Department now says 
that the entire law, enacted under 
President Barack Obama, should 
be thrown out. 

The filing assures renewed 
attention to President Donald 
Trump’s position that the Afford¬ 
able Care Act, known as Obam¬ 
acare, should be eliminated, 
including its subsidies and popu¬ 
lar rules banning insurers from 
charging more to people with 
pre-existing conditions. 

Trump’s move, which could 
prove to be a gift for Democrats, 
prompted a swift response from 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. 

“Tonight in federal court, the 
Trump administration decided 
not only to try to destroy protec¬ 
tions for Americans living with 
pre-existing conditions but to 
declare all-out war on the health 
care of the American people,” she 
said in a statement. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, a New York Democrat, 
also weighed in, claiming on 
Twitter that the Trump admin¬ 


istration was focusing on “taking 
away your health care.” 

The debate over the ACA, 
which Republicans tried unsuc¬ 
cessfully to repeal in 2017, caused 
heartburn for the party in the 
2018 midterm elections and was a 
focal point for Democrats on the 
campaign trail. 

Democratic strategist and cam¬ 
paign veteran Jesse Ferguson 
said Trump’s party “lost the mid¬ 
terms” as a result of its position 
on health care, but “he seems de¬ 
termined to put his hand on that 
hot stove again and again.” 

Exit polls published by CNN 
found that health care was the 
top issue for 2018 voters in House 
elections across the country. The 
41 percent who cited it preferred 
Democratic candidates over Re¬ 
publicans by a jarring margin of 
75 percent to 23 percent. 

Yet it’s an issue Democrats 
have struggled to stay focused on 
after taking the House in January 
and effectively neutering the Re¬ 
publican threat to repeal the 2010 
law. The GOP had tried to under¬ 
mine and undo the ACA almost 
from the moment Obama signed 
it. Trump’s vow to repeal the law 
was a central promise of his 2016 
campaign. 

Texas and other states that 
brought the lawsuit assert that 
because Congress in 2017 zeroed 
out the tax penalty for violating 
Obamacare’s individual mandate 
to buy insurance, the provision is 
no longer constitutional and that 
the rest of the law is “inseverable” 
from it and “therefore invalid.” 

In the filing with the 5th Cir¬ 
cuit dated Monday, the Justice 
Department wrote that it had “de¬ 
termined that the district court’s 
judgment should be affirmed.” 


Maker of OxyContin reaches 
$270M settlement with Okla. 


Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — The 
maker of OxyContin and the fam¬ 
ily that owns the company have 
reached a $270 million settle¬ 
ment with the state of Oklahoma 
over the prescription painkiller’s 
role in the nation’s deadly opioid 
crisis, a person familiar with the 
agreement said Tuesday. 

The person was not authorized 
to discuss the matter publicly and 
spoke on condition of anonym¬ 
ity. Oklahoma’s attorney general 
scheduled an afternoon news con¬ 
ference to announce the settle¬ 
ment with Stamford, Conn.-based 
Purdue Pharma and its control¬ 
ling Sackler family. 

The money will go toward es¬ 
tablishing the National Center for 
Addiction Studies and Treatment 
at Oklahoma State University in 
Tulsa. 

The deal comes two months be¬ 
fore Oklahoma’s lawsuit against 
Purdue and other pharmaceuti¬ 


cal companies blamed for the cri¬ 
sis was set to go to trial. 

Purdue Pharma introduced 
OxyContin more than 20 years 
ago and marketed it aggressively 
to doctors. It has made billions 
of dollars from the drug but has 
been hit with close to 2,000 law¬ 
suits from state and local govern¬ 
ments trying to hold the company 
responsible for the scourge of 
addiction. 

Prescription opioids like Oxy¬ 
Contin were a factor in a record 
48,000 deaths across the U.S. 
in 2017, according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

Purdue Pharma has settled 
other lawsuits over the years, and 
three executives pleaded guilty to 
criminal charges in 2007. But this 
is the first settlement to come out 
of the current coast-to-coast wave 
of litigation that focuses largely 
on the company’s more recent 
conduct and threatens to push it 
into bankruptcy. 
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Attorney Avenatti 
now a defendant 
on both coasts 



Kevin Hagen/AP 


Attorney Michael Avenatti speaks after his initial court appearance 
as the defendant in an extortion case Monday in New York. 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A year ago, 
Michael Avenatti’s star was rising 
as the combative, media-savvy 
lawyer representing pom ac¬ 
tress Stormy Daniels in her legal 
battles against President Donald 
Trump. 

He hammered the president as 
a regular fixture on cable news 
and baited and bashed critics on 
Twitter while flirting with his 
own run for the White House. 

Those days seemed like a dis¬ 
tant memory as Avenatti was 
arrested Monday and federal 
prosecutors on both coasts an¬ 
nounced charges that could send 
him to prison for the rest of his 
life. 

Avenatti tried to shake down 
Nike for as much as $25 million 
by using his prominent position 
to threaten the company with 
bad publicity, federal prosecutors 
said. He was also accused of steal¬ 
ing a client’s settlement money to 
pay his own expenses and filing 
fake tax returns to get $4 million 
in loans from a Mississippi bank 
to fund a lavish lifestyle. 

He was arrested at a New York 
law firm where he had gone to 


meet with Nike executives. It was 
just minutes after he tweeted that 
he planned to hold a news confer¬ 
ence Tuesday to “disclose a mgjor 
high school/college basketball 
scandal perpetrated by @Nike 
that we have uncovered.” 

“When lawyers use their law 
licenses as weapons, as a guise to 
extort payments for themselves, 
they are no longer acting as attor¬ 
neys. They are acting as crimi¬ 
nals,” said Geoffrey S. Berman, 
the U.S. attorney in New York. 

Prosecutors in New York said 
their investigation began only 
last week while California inves¬ 
tigators had been building a tax 
case against Avenatti for more 
than a year. 

The allegations “paint an ugly 
picture of lawless conduct and 
greed,” said U.S. Attorney Nick 
Hanna in Los Angeles. Avenatti 
describes himself on Twitter as a 
“fighter for good,” but the accusa¬ 
tions describe “a corrupt lawyer 
who instead fights for his own 
selfish interests.” 

Avenatti, 48, was ordered re¬ 
leased on $300,000 bond after a 
brief court appearance Monday 
evening in New York. He did not 
enter a plea. Emerging from the 


courthouse, he said he expected 
to be cleared of the charges. 

“For the entirety of my career 
I have fought against the power¬ 
ful. Powerful people and power¬ 
ful corporations. I will never stop 
fighting that good fight,” he said. 

“I am highly confident that 
when all the evidence is laid bare 
in connection with these cases, 
when it is all known, when due 
process occurs, that I will be 
fully exonerated and justice will 
be done.” 

Avenatti’s fame from the Dan¬ 
iels case made him a leading fig¬ 
ure in the anti-Trump movement, 
with relentless cable news appear¬ 
ances, a hard-punching style and 
a knack for obtaining information 
about others’ wrongdoing. 

Prosecutors said Avenatti and 
a co-conspirator initially ap¬ 


proached Nike on behalf of a 
client who coached an Amateur 
Athletic Union basketball pro¬ 
gram sponsored by the company 
in California. They claimed to 
have evidence of misconduct by 
Nike employees and threatened 
to hold a news conference last 
week on the eve of a company’s 
quarterly earnings call and the 
start of the NCAA tournament. 

Avenatti told Nike the company 
could either pay them $15 million 
to $25 million to investigate the 
allegations or pay him more than 
$22 million for his silence, the 
criminal complaint said. 

Two people familiar with the 
investigation confirmed the un¬ 
identified co-conspirator was 
Mark Geragos, a Los Angeles 
criminal defense lawyer known 
for his work with celebrities. 


Hundreds mourn girl they knew only after her death 



Marcus Yam, Los Angeles Times/AP 


Family and community members gather at St. John Vianney Parish 
in Hacienda Heights, Calif., on Monday for the funeral of Trinity Love 
Jones, 9, whose body was found this month. 


By John Rogers 

Associated Press 

HACIENDA HEIGHTS, Calif 

— Most had never met her, didn’t 
even know her name until they 
saw it on the news. 

But moved by the tragic death 
of a 9-year-old girl whose body 
was found stuffed into a duffel 
bag and discarded on a hillside 
trail — like so much trash, as one 
mourner put it — people turned 
out by the hundreds Monday for 
an at times joyous, at other times 
angry and frustrated interfaith 
service celebrating the life of 
Trinity Love Jones. 

They all but filled the pews of 
spacious St. John Vianney Catho¬ 
lic Church in the Los Angeles 
suburb of Hacienda Heights, just 
a couple of miles from where a 
park worker found Trinity’s body 
on March 5. She was dressed in 
pants with a panda pattern and 
a pink shirt — her favorite color 

— that proclaimed, “Future Prin¬ 
cess Hero.” 

Her mother and her mother’s 
boyfriend have been charged 
with murder. 

“I don’t even know them but I 
just had to come. I have grandchil¬ 
dren her age,” Camille Boswell, of 
the nearby city of Placentia, said 
of Trinity and her family. “Any¬ 
time a... child dies, it hurts.” 

Following the wishes of Trin¬ 
ity’s father, Antonio, she had ar¬ 


rived in a bright blue and white 
suit and bright blue hat because 
Trinity liked bright colors. Other 
mourners wore buttons with her 
name and photo on them. 

Many acknowledged they had 
no idea who she was when her 
body was found on March 5, but 
they followed the news daily, 
stunned that such a thing could 
happen to an innocent 9-year-old. 

Hacienda Heights, 20 miles 
east of Los Angeles, is in many 


ways an insular community of 
54,000 people, made up of large 
numbers of white. Latino and 
Asian residents. It’s walled off 
on two sides by hillsides dotted 
with large homes that offer stun¬ 
ning views. In the center are rows 
and rows of neatly kept 1960s-era 
tract homes. 

As word of Trinity’s death 
spread across the city through 
social media, local resident Kara 
Clark said people felt they had to 


do something to show their re¬ 
spects to her family and to also 
make it clear they are fed up with 
a society gripped by such wanton 
violence. 

“When we first heard what 
happened to this child my first 
thought was that it could have 
been my granddaughter,” she 
said. “Enough is enough with all 
of this stuff that happens in our 
world — it’s awful.” 

Soon after the service began 
at noon on a warm, sun-splashed 
day on the church’s outdoor plaza, 
six pallbearers, including Trin¬ 
ity’s father, emerged dressed in 
matching white suits with pink 
vests to usher her tiny coffin in¬ 
side. At the altar was a pink teddy 
bear and balloon. Behind it was a 
9-foot-tall photo of Trinity smil¬ 
ing shyly and dressed in a leopard 
print outfit. 

Inside, her life was celebrated 
with songs and eulogies from a 
cross-section of religious leaders. 
The fieriest eulogy came from 
Pastor Darnell Hammock, of the 
New Life Community Church of 
Oakland. 

“I’m here to ask myself, ‘When 
do we change the channel of this 
alarming episode of young black 
girls dying?”’ Hammock shouted, 
an exhortation that brought the 
largely white audience to its feet. 

He went on to tell mourners not 
to pass up the chance to work to¬ 
gether going forward. 


Judge 
cautions 
lawyers on 
abortion 
language 

Associated Press 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — A federal 
judge in Kentucky has cautioned 
lawyers to watch their language 
in their bitter legal feud over 
abortion — this time over a law¬ 
suit challenging two new state 
laws aimed at putting more re¬ 
strictions on the procedure. 

U.S. District Judge David J. 
Hale set a Friday hearing on a 
motion for a preliminary injunc¬ 
tion requested by attorneys for 
EMW Women’s Surgical Center 
in Louisville — the only abortion 
clinic in Kentucky. Attorneys for 
Republican Gov. Matt Bevin are 
defending the laws passed recent¬ 
ly by the GOP-dominated legisla¬ 
ture and signed by the governor. 
The clinic’s attorneys argue both 
laws are unconstitutional. 

In setting the hearing. Hale 
cautioned lawyers to “avoid in¬ 
temperate language” in their pre- 
hearing documents. 

The judge didn’t state any rea¬ 
son for urging attorneys to watch 
their language. 

The lawsuit expanded the 
state’s legal wrangling with the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
over abortion laws. 

The suit challenges laws to ban 
most abortions once a fetal heart¬ 
beat is detected and to ban the 
procedure for women seeking to 
end pregnancies due to the gen¬ 
der, race or disability of the fetus. 
The judge temporarily blocked 
enforcement of both measures. 

In defending the law to ban 
gender-, race- or disability-based 
abortions, attorneys for Bevin 
and the state’s health and fam¬ 
ily services secretary said in an 
earlier court filing that plaintiffs 
“benignly” labeled it as a “reason 
ban.” “In actuality, it bans some¬ 
thing far more sinister: eugen¬ 
ics-based abortions,” the state’s 
attorneys said. 

Eugenics is a belief that the 
human race can be improved 
through controlled breeding. 

The new law would require 
doctors performing abortions to 
certify in writing that, to their 
knowledge, their patient did not 
want to end her pregnancy be¬ 
cause of concern over her unborn 
child’s sex, race, color, national 
origin or disability. 

Doctors violating the measure 
would face felony prosecution and 
the loss of their medical license. 
Any clinic where a violation oc¬ 
curred would lose its license. 
Pregnant women would not face 
penalties. 

The ACLU argues it removes 
a woman’s right to an abortion if 
the state “disapproves of her rea¬ 
son” for the procedure. 

Meanwhile, ACLU attorneys 
have said the heartbeat bill would 
prohibit 90 percent of abortions in 
Kentucky. A fetal heartbeat can 
be detected as early as six weeks 
into pregnancy. 
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Pot legalization politics 
more than red vs. blue 


Marijuana ER visits climb in Denver hospital study 


By Jennifer Peltz 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — To anyone who 
figured the path of legalizing 
recreational marijuana use ran 
along blue state-red state lines, a 
sudden setback for pot advocates 
in New Jersey may show the issue 
isn’t so black-and-white. 

Leaders in solidly blue New Jer¬ 
sey are vowing it will still become 
the 11th state to legalize the drug. 
But when a state Senate vote was 
abruptly put off Monday because 
it didn’t have enough support, the 
delay was a reminder that the 
politics of pot legalization aren’t 
purely partisan. The key question 
instead can be whether voters or 
legislators are making the deci¬ 
sion, experts say. 

“It’s a good illustration that even 
in a state that’s entirely Demo¬ 
cratically controlled, it’s not obvi¬ 
ous that it would be passed — or 
that it would be easy,” said Daniel 
Mallinson, a Penn State Harris¬ 
burg professor who studies how 
marijuana legalization and other 
policies spread among states. 

Since voters in the states of Col¬ 
orado and Washington decided in 
2012 to let adults use marijuana 
for fun, legalization has traveled 


a route that looks — from a dis¬ 
tance — something like the red 
and blue maps that frame many a 
U.S. political conversation. 

Residents of Democratic states 
on the West Coast and parts of the 
Northeast, for instance, have said 
yes, as has the District of Colum¬ 
bia. Lawmakers in Republican- 
led North Dakota and Arizona 
have said no. 

But look closer, and the trend 
isn’t so clear. Voters in Ruby red 
Alaska OK’d recreational pot in 
2014, while legalization fizzled 
this year in the state legislature 
in deeply Democratic Hawaii. 
Several states where it passed 
— like Massachusetts, Michigan 
and Vermont — are less blue than 
purple, with governors and legis¬ 
lative leaders of different parties. 

Overall, 61 percent of Ameri¬ 
can adults say marijuana should 
be legal, including majorities of 
Republicans and Democrats, ac¬ 
cording to the General Social 
Survey conducted by NORC at 
the University of Chicago. 

The Democratic governors 
and legislature leaders of New 
York and New Jersey have been 
jostling to make their states next 
in line to legalize, but the effort 
hasn’t gone as smoothly as they 


might have hoped. 

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
aimed to pass marijuana legaliza¬ 
tion in the budget due April 1, but 
the issue may well linger until 
later this spring. Open questions 
include how to handle clearing 
past convictions and how to en¬ 
sure that minority communities 
that bore the brunt of criminal¬ 
ization get potential opportunities 
in the marijuana business. 

Those are also among the stick¬ 
ing points that prompted the New 
Jersey Senate to postpone Mon¬ 
day’s planned vote, which would 
fulfill a campaign promise from 
Gov. Phil Murphy. Senate Presi¬ 
dent Steve Sweeney insisted it 
would still pass eventually but 
didn’t say when a vote might 
come. 

Opponents see the development 
as an important victory. 

“This is really going to send 
a strong signal nationwide that 
legalization is not inevitable,” 
even in Democrat-dominated 
states, said Kevin Sabet, a for¬ 
mer Obama administration drug 
policy adviser who now heads 
Smart Approaches to Marijuana, 
an anti-legalization group. 

Pot advocates, meanwhile, say 
they don’t expect it to be easy to 


Seth Wenig/AP 

State Sen. Nick Scutari, left, sponsor of a New Jersey marijuana 
legalization bill, speaks to reporters Monday in Trenton, N.J. 


change policy about a drug that 
was illegal in all 50 states for de¬ 
cades and still is in the federal 
government’s view. 

“It’s not surprising that law¬ 
makers are moving slowly and 
cautiously,” said Mason Tvert, a 
spokesman for the pro-legaliza¬ 
tion Marijuana Policy Project. 

Nine of the 10 states that have 
legalized recreational marijuana 
did so through voter referendums 
— not through their legislatures. 
Vermont is the exception. 

To marijuana policy experts, 
that’s a more telling divide than a 
state’s place on the partisan map. 

“I actually see this as a popu¬ 
list movement-vs.-representa- 
tive (body) issue,” said Andrew 


Freedman, who helped set up 
Colorado’s recreational pot pro¬ 
gram and now consults govern¬ 
ments on doing so. 

Why the difference? In part, 
voters are usually presented with 
more general propositions, with 
regulations to be fleshed out later, 
while legislators are likely weigh¬ 
ing more details — and political 
considerations, experts say. 

“A vote of the people is much 
more aspirational in terms of 
what you want your state to look 
like, and the vote to implement 
is much more what your state 
will look like,” Freedman said. 
“And then you have to own the 
outcome.” 


By Carla K. Johnson 

Associated Press 

Five years after Colorado first 
legalized marijuana, a new study 
shows pot’s bad effects are send¬ 
ing more people to the emergency 
room. 

Inhaled marijuana caused 
the most severe problems at one 
large Denver area hospital. Mari¬ 
juana-infused foods and candies, 
called edibles, also led to trouble. 
Patients came to the ER with 
symptoms such as repeated vom¬ 
iting, racing hearts and psychotic 
episodes. 

The study, published Monday 
in Annals of Internal Medicine, 
stemmed from tales of tourists 
needing emergency care after 
gobbling too many marijuana 
gummies. 

“It was hard to know if these 
were just anecdotes or if there 
was a true phenomenon,” said 
lead author Dr. Andrew Monte, of 
UCHealth University of Colorado 
Hospital. 

Three deaths in Colorado tied 
to edible products also prompted 
the study. 

Emergency room records from 
Monte’s hospital show a three¬ 
fold increase in marijuana cases 
since the state became the first to 
allow sales of recreational mari¬ 
juana in January 2014. Nearly a 
third of patients were admitted 
to the hospital, evidence of severe 
symptoms, Monte said. 


In 2012, the ER saw an aver¬ 
age of one patient every other day 
with a marijuana-caused prob¬ 
lem. By 2016, the count was two 
to three per day. 

That’s not enough to swamp the 
emergency department, Monte 
said, but it stresses an already 
burdened system. 

Most people can use marijuana 
safely, Monte said, but with its 
increased availability and higher 
THC concentrations, “we may 


be seeing more adverse drug 
reactions.” 

THC is the part of marijuana 
that gets people high. 

A growing cannabis industry 
promotes the drug as a cure-all 
while downplaying dangers, said 
Dr. Erik Messamore, a psychia¬ 
trist at Northeast Ohio Medical 
University who wasn’t involved in 
the research. More than 30 states 
now allow marijuana for at least 
medical use. 


New Jersey is debating becom¬ 
ing the 11th state to approve recre¬ 
ational pot. The U.S. government 
considers marijuana illegal. 

“You can’t trust the people who 
sell the drugs to be upfront with 
the risk,” Messamore said, call¬ 
ing for warning labels similar to 
those on tobacco products. 

The analysis confirmed edibles 
are trouble. Statewide, they made 
up less than 1 percent of total can¬ 
nabis sales, measured by THC 


content. Yet 11 percent of ER vis¬ 
its were triggered by edibles. 

Monte said edibles are too dan¬ 
gerous to be part of the recre¬ 
ational marketplace. Slow to kick 
in, their effects last too long for 
a good party drug, he said. They 
work better for those who want to 
use them as medicine. 

Yet information on safe dos¬ 
ing is lacking, as Denver resident 
Arlene Galchinsky learned. She 
took a marijuana gummy for pain 
on top of a prescription narcotic, 
becoming so disoriented her hus¬ 
band called paramedics. Galchin¬ 
sky, 79, didn’t go to the ER, but 
the experience shook her up. 

“It was extremely scary,” she 
said of the feeling. “When was 
this going to go away? It was so 
frightening.” 

In the state-funded study, there 
were 2,567 emergency visits at 
the Denver hospital caused by 
marijuana from 2012 to 2016. It’s 
not just tourists; nine out of 10 
cases were Colorado residents. 

Seventeen percent of the visits 
were for uncontrolled bouts of 
vomiting. It was most often from 
inhaled marijuana, not edibles. 

Twelve percent of the cases 
were for acute psychosis, where 
people without a history of men¬ 
tal disorders lose touch with re¬ 
ality. That was more frequently 
seen with edibles. 

Intoxication and heart problems 
were other common complaints. 
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Sen. Tom Udall, D-N.M., seen on Capitol Hill in Washington last May, will not seek re-election in 2020. 


Udall won’t run again in 2020 


By Morgan Lee 

Associated Press 

SANTA FE, N.M. — New Mexico Sen. Tom Udall 
announced Monday he will not seek re-election in 
2020, opening a secure Democratic seat to competi¬ 
tion and ending a chapter in a Western political dy¬ 
nasty built on environmental conservation. 

The second-term senator and former congress¬ 
man said he was confident he could run a strong 
campaign but preferred to look for new ways to 
serve the public, without specifying how. 

The decision marks an end to a 20-year political 
career on Capitol Hill for Udall, who first was elect¬ 
ed to Congress in 1998. 

It also puts a bookend on the enduring influence 
in Washington of the Udall clan, once referred to as 
the “Kennedys of the West.” 

Udall’s father, Stewart Udall, served as Interior 


Secretary in the 1960s under Presidents John F. 
Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson and helped write 
far-reaching conservation legislation. 

His uncle was Morris “Mo” Udall, a longtime 
Arizona congressman and a prominent Democratic 
1976 presidential contender. Cousin Mark Udall be¬ 
came a one-term US. senator. 

Udall took up the family political mantle in 1999 
as he joined Congress to represent New Mexico’s 
sprawling northern district. 

The 70-year-old senator from Santa Fe said he’ll 
dedicate the final two years of his term to fighting 
climate change, protecting public lands and to try¬ 
ing “to stop the president’s assault on our Democ¬ 
racy and our communities.” 

“The worst thing anyone in public office can do is 
believe the office belongs to them,” Udall said in a 
videotaped message. “There will be more chapters 
in my public service to do what needs to be done.” 


Australian PM accuses minor political 
party of asking US gun lobby for money 


By Rod McGuirk 

Associated Press 


Australia’s prime minister on Tuesday accused 
an influential minor political party of trying to 
“sell Australia’s gun laws to the highest bidders” by 
asking the US. gun lobby for 
donations. 

Prime Minister Scott Mor¬ 
rison was responding to an A1 
Jazeera documentary that re¬ 
ported One Nation party offi¬ 
cials Steve Dickson and James 
Ashby flew to the United States 
for meetings with pro-gun in¬ 
terests including the National 
Rifle Association and political 
donors Koch Industries in Sep¬ 
tember last year seeking money 
to undermine Australian gun laws. 

Dickson and Ashby later told reporters that they 
had not secured any US. money. They also said they 
had been quoted by A1 Jazeera out of context and 
often after drinking. 

The trip took place weeks before the Australian 
Parliament banned foreign political donations with 
laws that took effect Jan. 1. 

Morrison said the revelations were reasons why 
Australians should not vote for One Nation at gen¬ 
eral elections due in May. 

“We have reports that One Nation officials basical- 



Morrison 


ly sought to sell Australia’s gun laws to the highest 
bidders to a foreign buyer and I find that abhorrent,” 
Morrison said. 

Morrison said his government had made laws 
to “criminalize taking foreign political donations 
so foreign lobbyists cannot seek to influence our 
politics.” 

Opposition leader Bill Shorten, whom opinion 
polls suggest will be prime minister after the elec¬ 
tion, accused One Nation of a “betrayal of the Aus¬ 
tralian political system.” 

“The idea of One Nation political party operatives 
going to the United States, seeking millions of dol¬ 
lars, promising to water down gun law protection in 
Australia — that was absolutely horrifying,” Short¬ 
en said. 

The A1 Jazeera documentary used secret record¬ 
ings made by a journalist posing as gun lobbyist 
Rodger Muller with a hidden camera. 

One Nation, an anti-Muslim party that had four 
senators after the 2016 election but is left with two 
after defections, said in a statement that all party 
members “have always complied with the law.” 

One Nation also suggested the Qatar-owned A1 
Jazeera had breached new laws that prohibit covert 
foreign interference in Australian politics. 

The party said it had complained to Australia’s 
main domestic security agency and police “due 
to concerns of foreign interference into Austra¬ 
lian politics in the lead-up to the imminent federal 
election.” 


Small-dollar 
donations could 
be key in 2020 


By Kate Ackley 
CQ-Roll Call 

WASHINGTON — With polls 
showing that a wide m^ority of 
Americans denounce the role of 
big money in the nation’s politi¬ 
cal campaigns, more Americans 
are making personal donations to 
candidates, particularly in small- 
dollar increments. 

Molly McCloskey, 27, who 
works in advertising in Chicago, 
said she ponied up several dona¬ 
tions, none larger than $40 and 
most closer to $15, in last year’s 
campaigns to support Democrat¬ 
ic candidates. 

“There were times where I 
felt helpless, so I donated,” Mc¬ 
Closkey said. “It felt like some 
sort of action, like I was doing 
something.” 

Even as voters decry a system 
they complain favors big-money 
donors and wealthy interests, 
they are investing more of their 
own cash in politics. Those do¬ 
nors of small sums may hold the 
balance in the 2020 presidential 
and congressional campaigns, 
which political operatives and 
campaign finance wonks say like¬ 
ly will shatter spending records. 

Many candidates are pursuing 
new ways to reach those donors. 

In the absence of enacting a 
new federal campaign finance 
overhaul — a Democratic ver¬ 
sion passed the House on March 
8 along party lines but is doomed 
in the Senate — individual voters 
are trying to harness the power 
of small donations as a way to 
challenge the influence they be¬ 
lieve their larger counterparts 
monopolize. 

“It makes people feel empow¬ 
ered,” said Ellen Weintraub, the 
Democrat who chairs the Federal 
Election Commission, which reg¬ 
ulates federal campaigns. “Even 
with one dollar, five dollars, 
they’re literally invested. A lot 
of people are feeling fed up and 
that government is not respon¬ 
sive to them, and they’re want¬ 
ing to take back control of their 
government.” 

Candidates in the crowded field 
of 2020 Democratic presidential 
hopefuls are taking pains to por¬ 
tray themselves as in the pocket 
of ordinary voters, not big donors. 
Most have taken largely symbolic 
pledges to reject donations from 
the political action committees of 
corporations. Former Texas Rep. 
Beto O’Rourke, in recently an¬ 
nouncing his presidential bid, said 
his campaign “won’t be taking a 
dime” from lobbyists or PACs. 

Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren announced recently that 
in her quest for donations during 
presidential primary season, she 
would not offer the typical special 
access events for high-dollar do¬ 


nors that most candidates in both 
parties do. 

“Candidates for public office 
in America spend way too much 
time with wealthy donors,” War¬ 
ren wrote in announcing her 
policy. 

During her campaign for the 
Democratic nomination, she will 
eschew “fancy receptions or big- 
money fundraisers only with peo¬ 
ple who can write the big checks,” 
she added, instead relying on her 
network of small-dollar donors. 

In the general election, such 
policies may not apply. 

The Democratic Party, mean¬ 
while, has said its presidential 
candidates may participate in 
televised debates during the up¬ 
coming primary season only 
if they meet a national poll¬ 
ing threshold of 1 percent or if 
they’ve received small donations 
from at least 65,000 people in at 
least 20 different states — a move 
to motivate grass-roots fundrais¬ 
ing efforts. 

All this comes as recent elec¬ 
tions have hit all-time spending 
records. The tab for the 2016 
House, Senate and presidential 
campaigns came in at $6.5 bil¬ 
lion, according to the Center for 
Responsive Politics. But the 2018 
midterm elections — without a 
presidential race — totaled more 
than $5.7 billion. The congressio¬ 
nal races by themselves in 2016 
came in with a $4.1 billion price 
tag. 

Those figures include spending 
by outside groups such as super 
PACs, which may collect unlim¬ 
ited sums from individuals and 
corporations — contributing to 
some voters’ angst with the na¬ 
tion’s campaign finance system. 

“People object to that, and it’s 
not hard to look at that and think 
you’re getting screwed,” said 
Fred Wertheimer, who runs the 
campaign finance overhaul group 
Democracy 21. “If there are can¬ 
didates who are giving them mes¬ 
sages that reflect their interests 
and concerns, then supporting 
them, even though it’s small con¬ 
tributions, is a way of challenging 
the system in Washington — and 
that’s a big-money system.” 

Democratic candidates and af¬ 
filiated causes reported an uptick 
in small donations during the 
2018 campaign cycle, including 
donations funneled through the 
ActBlue online platform. Repub¬ 
licans are working to devise a 
new digital conduit for small do¬ 
nations too. 

President Donald Trump also 
tapped into small-dollar donors, 
reporting in his FEC filings 
that more than 25 percent of his 
2016 political money came from 
unitemized donors — those giv¬ 
ing less than $200. 
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Israeli PM confers 
with military, vows 
further Gaza action 



Ariel Schalit/AP 


Israeli soldiers work on their tanks at a gathering area near the Israel-Gaza border on Tuesday. 


By Aron Heller 
AND Fares Akram 
Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
returned home from Washington 
on Tuesday, heading straight into 
military consultations and vow¬ 
ing further action after a night 
of heavy fire in which Israeli air¬ 
craft bombed Gaza targets and 
Palestinian militants fired rock¬ 
ets into Israel. 

Netanyahu rushed back to Is¬ 
rael to deal with the crisis after 
a meeting with President Donald 
Trump, canceling an address to 
the AIPAC pro-Israel lobby group 
and meetings with congressional 
leaders. Upon his return, he told 
the AIPAC gathering via satellite 


that over the past 24 hours, Is¬ 
rael had pounded militant sites in 
Gaza on a scale not seen since the 
2014 war with Hamas. 

“I can tell you, we are prepared 
to do a lot more,” he said. “We 
will do what is necessary to de¬ 
fend our people and to defend our 
state.” 

Schools in southern Israel 
were closed Tuesday following 
the violence, which threatened 
to escalate into a mgjor conflict 
just two weeks before the Israeli 
elections. The fighting subsided 
by morning, but the situation re¬ 
mained tense. 

Israeli troops massed on the 
Gaza frontier and imposed re¬ 
strictions on public gatherings 
after dozens of rockets were fired 
toward communities in the area. 


including one that struck a house 
in the town of Sderot. 

Overnight, the Israeli air force 
pounded militant sites of Gaza’s 
Hamas rulers and the smaller 
Islamic Jihad group. The targets 
included a multistory building 
in Gaza City that Israel said had 
served as a Hamas military in¬ 
telligence headquarters and the 
office of Hamas leader Ismail 
Haniyeh. Gaza’s Health Minis¬ 


try said seven Palestinians were 
wounded in the airstrikes. 

Netanyahu faces the difficult 
task of delivering a tough blow to 
Hamas while avoiding protracted 
fighting that could work against 
him on election day. 

He has come under heavy criti¬ 
cism from both allies and oppo¬ 
nents for what they say has been 
an ineffective policy of contain¬ 
ing Gaza militants, with calls de¬ 


manding he deliver a devastating 
assault on Hamas, which is dedi¬ 
cated to Israel’s destruction. 

He has conducted indirect 
cease-fire talks through Egyptian 
mediators in recent months and 
allowed the delivery of millions of 
dollars of Qatari aid to Hamas to 
ease harsh conditions in the ter¬ 
ritory, which has been under an 
Israeli-Egyptian blockade since 
Hamas seized power in 2007. 



Courtesy of the House of Commons/AP 


British Prime Minister Theresa May makes a statement on Brexit to lawmakers in the 
House of Commons in London on Monday. 

May still defiant as Parliament 
takes partial control of Brexit 


Spain: Data from 
N. Korean Embassy 
was offered to FBI 

By Aritz Parra 

Associated Press 

MADRID — A Spanish court on Tues¬ 
day accused an American, Mexican and 
South Korean of being part of a 10-mem¬ 
ber group that led a mysterious attack on 
the North Korean Embassy in February, 
saying the assailants then offered the FBI 
stolen data from the raid. 

National Court judge Jose de la Mata 
on Tuesday lifted a secrecy order in the 
case, announcing it had found evidence of 
various crimes, including trespassing, in¬ 
juries, threats and burglary committed by 
“a criminal organization” at the embassy 
in Madrid. 

No formal charges have been brought at 
this point in the investigation. 

The Feb. 22 attack, including a bold es¬ 
cape from the heavily secured embassy 
with the assailants carrying away com¬ 
puters and data after having shackled and 
gagged the delegation’s staff, has been 
claimed in online posts by the Cheolima 
Civil Defense — a shadowy group that has 
the self-declared mission of helping defec¬ 
tors of the North Korean regime. The group 
also goes by the name Free Jonseon. 

On Tuesday, the Spanish judge released 
documents that named the suspects, in¬ 
cluding Adrian Hong Chang, a Mexican 
national and resident in the US. De La 
Mata described Hong Chang as the leader 
of the gang responsible for the attack. 

Hong Chang escaped from Spain and 
went to Lisbon before flying to the US. on 
Feb. 23, court documents said. The suspect 
then got in touch with the FBI in New York 
four days later and offered to share mate¬ 
rial and videos with federal investigators, 
the documents said. The Spanish investi¬ 
gation didn’t say whether the FBI accepted 
the material. 

Others identified as part of the assail¬ 
ants’ group were Sam Ryu, from the US., 
and Woo Ran Lee, a South Korean citi¬ 
zen. The suspects’ whereabouts and their 
hometowns weren’t immediately known. 


By Danica Kirka 
AND Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON — British Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s government remained de¬ 
fiant after Parliament took partial control 
of the stalled process of leaving the Euro¬ 
pean Union, arguing Tuesday that the ma¬ 
neuvering simply underscores the need for 
lawmakers to approve her twice-defeated 
deal. 

The House of Commons voted late Mon¬ 
day to wrest the parliamentary timetable 
away from the government temporarily 
so lawmakers can vote on alternatives to 
the withdrawal agreement May negoti¬ 
ated with the EU. The government, which 
usually controls the scheduling of votes 
in Parliament, said the lawmakers’ move 
“upends the balance between our demo¬ 
cratic institutions and sets a dangerous, 
unpredictable precedent for the future.” 

Votes are due to be held Wednesday on 


options that could include remaining in 
the EU’s single market and customs union, 
calling a new membership referendum and 
canceling Brexit. 

Health Secretary Matt Hancock told the 
BBC that the government wouldn’t “pre¬ 
commit” to accepting the option backed 
by lawmakers because they may come up 
with a plan that is impractical. 

“If the Commons voted for the sun to 
rise in the west, the government would not 
be able to implement that,” he said. 

“The best way through this impasse is 
the one deal that has been negotiated with 
the EU that can be delivered quickly now,” 
Hancock said, referring to the prime min¬ 
ister’s agreement. 

May’s authority is hanging by a thread 
after 30 members of her Conservative 
Party defied her instructions and voted for 
Parliament to take control of the process. 
Three government ministers resigned 
rather than vote with the government. 


New power outage 
leaves much of 
Venezuela in dark 

Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — Much of Ven¬ 
ezuela remained without electricity Tues¬ 
day as a new power outage spread across 
the country in what many fear will be a 
repeat of the chaos a little more than two 
weeks ago during the nation’s largest-ever 
blackout. 

The outage began around midday Mon¬ 
day and appeared to have affected the ma¬ 
jority of Venezuela’s 23 states. While the 
lights did flicker back on in many areas 
after officials declared service would be 
restored within hours, the grid collapsed 
again in the late evening, knocking out 
communications and leaving much of the 
South American country bracing for the 
worst. 

As with the previous outage. President 
Nicolas Maduro’s government blamed 
U.S.-backed opponents, accusing them of 
sabotaging the Guri Dam, which supplies 
the bulk of Venezuela’s electricity. 

“A macabre, perverse plan constructed 
in Washington and executed with factions 
of the extreme Venezuelan right,” Vice 
President Delcy Rodriguez declared on 
state television, describing it as an “elec¬ 
tromagnetic” assault. 

Officials said the “attack” had been con¬ 
trolled, but their assurances — similar to 
ones the last time around — did little to 
calm the anger of residents in Caracas 
who filled traffic-clogged streets as they 
walked home after subway service in the 
capital was suspended. 

Their patience grew increasingly thin 
when a second outage struck late into the 
night, with residents in some neighbor¬ 
hoods banging on pots and pans in pitch 
black to express their growing frustration. 

Netblocks, a nongovernment group 
based in Europe that monitors internet 
censorship, said the late evening outage 
had knocked offline nearly 90 percent of 
Venezuela’s telecommunications infra¬ 
structure. Even the powerful state TV ap¬ 
paratus was down. 
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Vatican magazine's founder, board quit 


^They are returning to the practice of 
selecting women who ensure obedience. ^ 

“Women Church World” editorial committee 


By Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — The found¬ 
er and all-female editorial board 
of the Vatican’s women’s maga¬ 
zine have quit after what they say 
was a Vatican campaign to dis¬ 
credit them and put them “under 
the direct control of men,” which 
only increased after they de¬ 
nounced the sexual abuse of nuns 
by clergy. 

The editorial committee of 
“Women Church World,” a month¬ 
ly glossy published alongside the 
Vatican newspaper L’Osservatore 
Romano, made the announcement 
in a planned April 1 editorial and 
in an open letter to Pope Francis 
that was provided Tuesday to The 
Associated Press. 

“We are throwing in the towel 
because we feel surrounded by a 
climate of distrust and progres¬ 
sive delegitimization,” founder 
Lucetta Scaraffia wrote in the 
editorial, which went to the print¬ 
ers last week but hasn’t been 
published. 

Scaraffia told the AP that the 
decision was made after the new 
editor of L’Osservatore, Andrea 


Monda, told her earlier this year 
he would take over as editor. She 
said he reconsidered after the ed¬ 
itorial board threatened to resign 
and the Catholic weeklies that 
distribute translations of “Women 
Church World” in France, Spain 
and Latin America told her they 
would stop distributing. 

“After the attempts to put us 
under control came the indirect 
attempts to delegitimize us,” she 
said, citing other women brought 
in to write for L’Osservatore 
“with an editorial line opposed to 
ours.” 

The effect, she said, was to 
“obscure our words, delegitimiz- 
ing us as a part of the Holy See’s 
communications.” 

There was no immediate com¬ 
ment Tuesday from the Vatican. 

Scaraffia launched the month¬ 
ly insert in 2012 and oversaw its 
growth into a stand-alone Vatican 


magazine as a voice for women, 
by women and about issues of 
interest to the entire Catholic 
Church. “Women Church World” 
had enjoyed editorial indepen¬ 
dence from L’Osservatore, even 
while being published under its 
auspices. 

In the final editorial, the edito¬ 
rial board said the “conditions no 
longer exist” to continue work¬ 
ing with L’Osservatore, citing 
its initiatives with other female 
contributors. 

“They are returning to the 
practice of selecting women who 
ensure obedience,” the edito¬ 
rial read. “They are returning 
to clerical self-reference and are 
giving up that ‘parresia’ (freedom 
to speak freely) that Pope Francis 
so often seeks.” 

The departures are the latest 
upheaval in the Vatican’s com¬ 
munications operations, following 


the abrupt Dec. 31 resignations of 
the Vatican spokesman and his 
deputy over strategic differences 
with Paolo Ruffini, prefect of the 
dicastery for communications. 

Scaraffia, a history professor 
and journalist, was perhaps the 
most high-profile woman at the 
Vatican, an avowed feminist who 
nevertheless toed the line on of¬ 
ficial doctrine. 

That doesn’t mean she didn’t 
ruffle feathers with her frequent 
lament that half of humanity — 
and the half most responsible for 
transmitting the faith to future 
generations — simply is invisible 
to the men in charge of the Catho¬ 
lic Church. 

She stoked uproar in February 
when she denounced the sexual 
abuse of nuns by clergy and the 
resulting scandal of religious sis¬ 
ters having abortions or giving 
birth to children who are not rec¬ 
ognized by their fathers. 

The article prompted Francis 
to subsequently acknowledge, for 
the first time, that it was a prob¬ 
lem and that he was committed to 
doing something about it. 


Germany stands by ‘sexist’ bike helmet campaign 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — Germany’s Trans¬ 
port Ministry says it stands by a 
cycling safety campaign that has 
drawn accusations of sexism even 
inside the governing coalition for 
featuring scantily clad women. 

The campaign, launched by the 
conservative transport minister, 
aims to persuade young cyclists 
to wear helmets and uses the 
English-language slogan: “Looks 
like shit. But saves my life.” 

Critics have focused on the 
models’ skimpy clothing. 

In response, Franziska Giffey, 
the center-left minister for 
women, posted a picture of her¬ 
self on a bike with a helmet and 
the words, “You can wear a hel¬ 
met even when you’re dressed.” 

Transport Ministry spokes¬ 
woman Svenja Friedrich said 
Monday the bike campaign was 
meant to get attention and also 
features male models. She said, 

“We can absolutely understand 
the criticism from various sides, 

but we still stand by the images.” A poster of a bike helmet campaign is displayed in front of Germany’s Transport Ministry in Berlin. 



Former Afghan hostage being tried for assanlt against wife 


Associated Press 

OTTAWA, Ontario — Former 
Afghanistan hostage Joshua 
Boyle has gone on trial in Canada 
on charges that he repeatedly as¬ 
saulted his wife. 

Boyle faces 19 charges, includ¬ 
ing sexual assault. 

A partial gag order was lifted 
as the trial started Monday, re¬ 
vealing that all but one of the 19 
charges relate to his American 
wife, Caitlan Coleman, of Stew- 


artstown. Pa. 

Boyle and his wife were taken 
hostage in 2012 by a Taliban- 
linked group while on a back¬ 
packing trip in Afghanistan. The 
couple had three children during 
their five years in captivity. The 
family was rescued in 2017 by 
Pakistani forces. 

Boyle was arrested in Decem¬ 
ber that year. He has pleaded not 
guilty to all charges. 

Coleman plans to testify during 
the case. 


Prosecutor Meaghan Cunning¬ 
ham said Monday she expects 
Boyle’s lawyers to vigorously chal¬ 
lenge the credibility of his spouse 
as they argue Boyle is innocent of 
charges he assaulted her. 

Boyle was released from jail last 
June with strict bail conditions. 
He was ordered to live with his 
parents in Smiths Falls, Ontario, 
and wear a GPS ankle bracelet 
that can track his movements. 

He married the Pennsylva¬ 
nia-raised Coleman in 2011 dur¬ 


ing a lengthy trip the pair took 
to South America. The following 
year, they set off for Russia and 
traveled through Central Asia for 
several months, winding up in 
Afghanistan. 

The family’s dramatic rescue 
in 2017 made global headlines 
and led to a meeting for the fam¬ 
ily with Canadian Prime Minis¬ 
ter Justin Trudeau on Parliament 
Hill about a week before Boyle’s 
arrest. 


Chinese ex-internet czar 
sentenced to 14 years 

BEIJING — China’s former in¬ 
ternet censor, who once held high- 
profile meetings with industry 
leaders such as Apple CEO Tim 
Cook, was sentenced to 14 years 
in prison on corruption charges 
Tuesday. 

The Intermediate People’s 
Court in the eastern city of Ning- 
bo said Lu Wei had confessed to 
accepting $4.6 million in bribes. 
It said he expressed remorse and 
vowed not to appeal his sentence. 

Lu helped lead the ruling Com¬ 
munist Party’s tightening of con¬ 
trols over domestic cyberspace 
and championed Beijing’s stance 
that governments have a right to 
filter and censor internet access. 

Thousands in Russia 
rally against land deal 

MOSCOW — Some 10,000 peo¬ 
ple are rallying in Russia’s North 
Caucasus to protest a land-swap 
deal with a neighboring region. 

Residents in Ingushetia’s capi¬ 
tal, Magas, gathered on the main 
square on Tuesday to protest an 
agreement last year between In¬ 
gushetia and neighboring Chech¬ 
nya to exchange unpopulated 
plots of agricultural land. 

The deal became a rallying 
point for many in Ingushetia who 
feel that the authorities had be¬ 
trayed their interests by negotiat¬ 
ing it. The agreement was signed 
amid mass protests and was up¬ 
held as valid by the Russian Con¬ 
stitutional Court in December. 

Trial begins against US 
Consulate employee 

ISTANBUL — A Turkish em¬ 
ployee of the US. Consulate 
in Istanbul appeared in court 
Tuesday charged with espionage 
and attempting to overthrow the 
Turkish government in a case 
that further frayed ties between 
the two NATO allies. 

The trial against Metin Topuz, 
a translator and fixer for the Drug 
Enforcement Agency at the con¬ 
sulate, opened in Istanbul nearly 
a year and a half after his arrest 
in October 2017. He has been held 
in pretrial detention since then. 

Topuz is accused of links to 
U.S.-based Turkish cleric Fethul- 
lah Gulen, whom the Turkish 
government blames for the 2016 
coup attempt, and he faces a life 
sentence if convicted. Topuz, 59, 
denies the allegations. 

2 Pakistani Hindu girls 
placed In protection 

ISLAMABAD — A court in 
the Pakistani capital has ordered 
protection for two teenage sisters 
from the minority Hindu com¬ 
munity as investigators widen a 
probe to determine whether the 
girls were abducted and forced to 
convert and marry two Muslims. 

The Islamabad High Court is¬ 
sued the order on Tuesday, say¬ 
ing the girls had petitioned the 
tribunal seeking protection for 
themselves and their husbands 
the previous day. 

The girls and the husbands, all 
from the southern town of Ghotki, 
in Sindh province, were sent to 
separate government shelters. 

From the Associated Press 
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Ruling favors ex-officer 
in dog feces case 

TV SAN ANTONIO — A 
I San Antonio police offi¬ 
cer fired in 2016 amid allegations 
he tried to give a homeless man 
a sandwich filled with dog feces 
won his appeal but hasn’t been 
reinstated. 

An arbitrator this month sided 
with Matthew Luckhurst because 
administrators failed to assess 
punishment within the required 
180-day period after the alleged 
incident. Luckhurst remains off 
the job while appealing another 
unrelated indefinite suspension. 

Some officers reported the in¬ 
cident happened May 6, 2016, on 
bicycle patrol. Luckhurst on Oct. 
28, 2016, was notified of indefi¬ 
nite suspension. Luckhurst chal¬ 
lenged the May date, saying he’d 
been hurt in a martial arts class 
and unable to ride a bicycle then. 

An arbitrator decided the inci¬ 
dent could have happened earlier 
outside the 180-day window. 

Team moves hungry 
wolves to national park 

I TRAVERSE CITY — A 
I w 11 U.S.-Canadian team has 
successfully relocated about half 
a dozen gray wolves to Isle Royale 
National Park in Michigan. 

A private organization helping 
to fund the effort reported Sunday 
on its Facebook page that the re¬ 
location involved six wolves from 
a second Lake Superior Island in 
Canadian territory and one from 
the Ontario mainland. 

The National Parks of Lake Su¬ 
perior Foundation said Sunday 
that the animals were captured, 
checked by a vet and transported 
over a couple of days. The half- 
dozen from Michipicoten Island 
were in danger of starvation. 

The National Park Service is 
winding up the first phase of a 
multiyear effort to rebuild wolf 
numbers at Isle Royale. 

Man must avoid Pepsi 
while on probation 

m WAILUKU — A judge 
ordered a Hawaii man to 
refrain from drinking his favorite 
soda as part of his probation. 

The Maui News reported Sat¬ 
urday that Second Circuit Judge 
Rhonda Loo imposed the restric¬ 
tion Friday while sentencing 
Christopher Montilliano Jr., 21. 
Montilliano pleaded no contest 
to unauthorized control of a pro¬ 
pelled vehicle and driving with¬ 
out a license. 

Police said he was arrested 
June 12 on Maui and charged 
with stealing a 1990 Honda Ac¬ 
cord from a Texaco station. 

The newspaper said the judge 
told Montilliano that because he 
lied to police about taking the car 
to buy soda, he could not drink 
Pepsi for four years in addition to 
100 hours of community service 
and a $100 fine. 

Family suffers stalking 
through service calls 

I IT LAKE CITY 

I — A Utah family has 
become the victim of extreme 
stalking involving unwanted ser¬ 
vice providers repeatedly being 


THE CENSUS 

6 The maximum allowed length, in feet, for a dog-walking leash in Mandan, N.D., as the result of an ordinance 
newly approved by the City Commission. The Bismarck Tribune reported that the measure shortens the allowable 
length of a dog-walking leash from 12 feet to 6 feet. The move is aimed at giving dog owners greater control of their 
pets. It comes in the wake of a dog attack last summer that injured a 7-year-old girl and her mother. 




Casey Sykes, Athens (Ga.) Banner-Herald/AP 


Branching out into ciimbing 

Adults look on as young climbers enjoy themselves at the fun climb area during the 21st annual Georgia 
Tree Climbing Championship held in Pittard Park in Winterville on Saturday. 


sent to their home, according to 
the homeowner and police. 

Walt Gilmore’s family in subur¬ 
ban Salt Lake City has been the 
target since August of a stalker 
using phone calls and texts to 
send a parade of people to the 
home for legitimate services and 
illegal activities, the Deseret 
News reported Friday. Up to 20 
people per day arrive saying they 
were called to provide electrical, 
plumbing, tree-trimming, and 
towing services, according to 
Gilmore, who said some are seek¬ 


ing illegitimate business. 

Gilmore said they have taken 
out a civil stalking injunction 
against the person they believe 
is responsible. Court records in¬ 
dicate the man named in the in¬ 
junction lives in Hawaii. 

Police commissioner 
‘troubled’ by video 

H/l BALTIMORE — Bal- 

I w I timore’s police com¬ 

missioner said he is “troubled” by 
a video that appears to show an 


officer sleeping in his patrol car. 

The Baltimore Sun reported 
that Commissioner Michael 
Harrison expressed his concern 
after a video posted Saturday 
on Instagram appears to show 
a uniformed officer sleeping in 
the front seat of a marked vehi¬ 
cle with headlights and flashing 
lights on. 

Police union president Sgt. Mi¬ 
chael Mancuso said about 20 per¬ 
cent of officers are working on 
overtime shifts at any given time. 
He said people “make more mis¬ 
takes” when they are fatigued. 


Student suspended over 
project with a toy gun 

CELINA — Military 
veterans and students 
are upset over the suspension of 
a middle school student in north¬ 
west Ohio whose class project 
creating a memorial to veterans 
included a toy Nerf gun. 

The Daily Standard reported 
eighth-grader Tyler Carlin made 
a replica of a battlefield cross that 
included a NERF gun painted 
black. An attorney for the boy said 
his teacher gave him permission 
to bring the project to school. 

But the attorney said Tyler was 
sent to the principal’s office when 
he carried the memorial into 
school and suspended for bring¬ 
ing something resembling a dan¬ 
gerous weapon to school. 

School officials have declined 
to comment, saying they would 
need permission from the family. 

Kitchen fire hurts 2 
at NHL practice rink 

ly W LAS VEGAS — Au- 
w thorities said two peo¬ 
ple were injured in a kitchen fire 
at the practice rink of the NHL’s 
Vegas Golden Knights. 

Clark County Fire Department 
officials said the sprinkler system 
at the City National Arena extin¬ 
guished the fire before crews ar¬ 
rived Saturday night. They said 
one person was taken to a hospital 
with undisclosed injuries and an¬ 
other was treated and released. 

Authorities said damage to the 
kitchen was minor. 

Town putting kibosh 
on releasing balloons 

||i| p UNITY — A Maine 
I w I b town is asking people 
to keep a grip on their balloons. 

Residents of Unity on Saturday 
approved an ordinance prohibit¬ 
ing the intentional release of 10 or 
more balloons within a 24-hour 
period. 

Penny Sampson, chairwoman 
of the Board of Selectmen, told 
the Morning Sentinel that she 
came up with the idea of limiting 
the release of balloons after see¬ 
ing social media posts about mass 
balloon releases to memorialize 
or celebrate something. She said 
limiting the release of balloons is 
good for the environment. 

Grizzly bears emerge 
from hibernation 

JACKSON —Officials 
wW 1 say grizzly bears are 
starting to emerge from hiberna¬ 
tion in northwest Wyoming. 

The Jackson Hole News and 
Guide reported a state Game and 
Fish Department warden spotted 
a bear on March 15 near the base 
of Steamboat Mountain — a week 
after bears were sighted outside 
their dens in nearby Yellowstone 
National Park. 

From wire reports 
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Finding the humor 

‘Funny girl' Morales had winding journey to ‘Abby’s' 


By Luaine Lee 
Tribune News Service 

T he first time actress Natalie Morales ap¬ 
peared onstage was memorable, to say the 
least. She was 14 years old and was learn¬ 
ing Southern dialects in her class. “I went 
onstage as Britney Spears in her Catholic schoolgirl 
outfit,” recalls Morales. 

“I happened to have that because I’d just come 
from Catholic school. I don’t know why, I believed 
she had more of a twang than she actually does, but 
I was like “Hi y’all, my name is Britney Spears.’ And 
my skirt broke, fell off, and suddenly I was standing 
in my underwear in a room full of seniors and two 
other classes, so it was about 200 people,” she says. 

“It was literally a nightmare. My first time on¬ 
stage! Everyone is laughing, laughing, laughing. 
I’m standing there. My sister had just given me for 
Christmas my very first thong, and that’s what I was 
wearing. I was standing nearly bare-naked on stage 
and that moment lasted forever until my friend 
brought up a jacket and walked me offstage. 

“I said, ‘OK, that’s the worst thing that could hap¬ 
pen, so it happened and I survived, and as long as 
I can laugh with it, what else could there possibly 
be?”’ 

That mortifying experience stood her in good 
stead because not much rattles Morales. She trekked 
to Hollywood from her native Florida at 20 and 
today finds herself the star of NBC’s new comedy 
“Abby’s,” which premiered this week stateside. 

She says she fought hard to earn the role of the 
savvy bartender who illegally sets up a bar in her 
backyard. “I think I generally am a daring and 
bold person because I’ve found that I discover so 
much about myself and about the world when I take 
chances and when I do something new or something 
that might frighten me, I learn a lot,” she says. 

Moving to Los Angeles from Miami was difficult 
for her family, she says. “As far as my mom knew, 
L. A. was made of mountains of cocaine. It was a ter¬ 
rifying environment. I did not find that at all when I 
got here. But it was really scary for my whole fam¬ 
ily; no one had ever done this,” says Morales. 

“I was very sheltered. Miami itself is a bubble. 
And I lived in a house with my mom and my grand¬ 


parents, and Cuban family life features sheltered 
women. You’re kept safe in this little thing,” she 
forms a box with her hands. “And the outside world 
is scary, and everyone’s out to hurt you.” 

But Morales, who’s costarred in projects like 
“Girls,” “Parks and Recreation” and “Santa Clarita 
Diet,” says she was surprised when she discovered 
a Hollywood she wasn’t expecting. 

“The big surprise when I got out here was how the 
women supported each other, how many of us will 
sit and watch your kid when you go in to audition, 
how many of us will cheer each other on, how many 
of us will go, ‘Listen, that guy in there is not nice,’ or 
‘This person is this.’ People like to say it’s the oppo¬ 
site, but I’ve found so much support out here.” 

When she first arrived she and her best friend, 
actress Cyrina Fiallo, slept in their van waiting for 
their apartment to be readied. And they began troll¬ 
ing for roles. 

“Working in bars, I met some people in the com¬ 
edy scene and did some sketch comedy and started 
doing a lot more of that,” she says. 

“We had a sketch troupe called Sitcoms Blow — 
and here I am doing a sitcom. I did that all over town 
for a little while. Then I ... auditioned for a show 
called ‘The Middleman,’ and that sort of propelled 
me into a place where people were taking me seri¬ 
ously, which was nice.” 

Still, before she landed that role, she considered 
quitting. “I said to myself, ‘The best job in Holly¬ 
wood is to be an older actress, 65 years and older. 
Being an actress in Hollywood, that’s the best. Betty 
White has it made.’ Of course Betty White had a 
whole career before that. I thought, ‘What if I just 
put this on hold and resume when I’m 65? Then I’ll 
be the funny, dirty grandma and it’ll be wonderful 
and none of the pressure of how I look or what I am. 
Then I booked ‘The Middleman.’” 

Once she scaled that hurdle. Morales, 34, made a 
vow. “I think I made the choice early on to try and 
never take a role that was just the ‘hot girl’ because 
you can age out of the ‘hot girl.’ Not really, because a 
woman who’s beautiful will always be beautiful, but 
in the perception of Hollywood’s eye, if you’re the 
‘hot girl,’ you can age out of that. If I’m the ‘funny 
girl,’ you can’t age out of that.” 



Natalie Morales plays Abby, who opens an unlicensed bar in her 
backyard and has specific rules for her customers, on “Abby’s.” 


Winfrey among celebs 
to work with Apple TV+ 

Oprah? Apple. Apple? Oprah. 

Some of Hollywood’s elite 
made a stop in Cupertino, Calif, 
on Monday as Apple lifted the veil 
on its new Apple TV-H streaming 
video service. 

Stars such as Jennifer Aniston, 
Reese Witherspoon, Jason Momoa 
and even Big Bird, and filmmak¬ 
ers such as Steven Spielberg and 
J.J. Abrams took the stage to 
tout various original program¬ 
ming projects (most of which had 
already been announced) that 
Apple has in the pipeline for when 
the service launches in the fall. 

But it was Oprah Winfrey 
who closed out the string of 
appearances. 

The veteran talk-show queen 
revealed details about her mul¬ 
tiyear partnership with the com¬ 
pany, which was announced last 
summer. She’ll be working on two 
documentaries: “Toxic Labor” is 
a timely look at workplace ha¬ 
rassment. The other project, not 
yet titled, will be a multipart se¬ 
ries about mental health. 

“The Apple platform allowed 
me to do what I do in a new way,” 
she told attendees gathered at the 



Tony Avelar/AP 


Apple CEO Tim Cook and Oprah 
Winfrey embrace during Apple’s 
announcement Monday in 
Cupertino, Calif. 

Steve Jobs Theater on the Apple 
campus. “They’re a company that 
reimagined how we communi¬ 
cate ... [they’re] in a billion pock¬ 
ets, y’all. That represents a mqjor 
opportunity to make a genuine 
impact.” 

Winfrey also announced she 
will be using the new service to 
amplify her book-club efforts to 
create “the biggest, most vibrant, 
most stimulating book club on the 
planet.” 

There are no official details as 
of yet, but Winfrey noted plans to 
livestream conversations she has 
with authors directly on Apple’s 
devices. 

Launch dates for the Winfrey 
projects were not announced. 

From The Los Angeles Times 


Sutton Foster to join ‘Music Man’ on Broadway 


From wire services 

Sutton Foster is joining the Broadway revival 
of “The Music Man,” producer Scott Rudin an¬ 
nounced on Monday. After a six-year absence from 
the Broadway stage, the two-time Tony Award 
winner will star in the new stag¬ 
ing of Meredith Willson’s beloved 
classic, alongside Hugh Jackman. 

Foster will play Marian Paroo, 
the River City librarian and piano 
teacher who attempts to thwart 
“Professor” Harold Hill (Jack- 
man), the charismatic con man 
who poses as a boys-marching- 
band organizer and then runs with 
the money he collects for musical 
instruments and uniforms. That is, if she can side¬ 
line her romantic feelings for him. 

“There were bells on a hill but I never heard 
them ringing,” Foster said in a statement, refer¬ 
ring to the musical’s closing number. “No, I never 
heard them at all. Till there was Hugh.” 

Foster won her first Tony in 2002 for her break¬ 
out turn in “Thoroughly Modern Millie,” and 
again in 2011 for “Anything Goes.” The Broadway 
mainstay has spent the last five years leading Dar¬ 
ren Star’s comedy series “Younger,” which will air 
its sixth season on Paramount Network. 

Other news 

■ Alanis Morissette is pregnant with her third 


child. The Grammy-winning singer posted a 
black-and-white photo of herself Monday to her 
Instagram account, revealing her round belly. 
Morissette captioned the photo with, “so much 
NEWness.” Her representative confirmed the 
pregnancy to The Associated Press. The 44-year- 
old Canadian singer has two kids: her son Ever 
Imre is 8 and her daughter Onyx Solace turns 3 
in June. 

■ Regina Spektor will perform five intimate 
concerts at Broadway’s Lunt-Fontanne Theatre 
from June 20-26 as part of the In Residence on 
Broadway series. 

■ Police have arrested actor Michael Madsen 
after they say he was stopped while driving under 
the influence. The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department says Madsen was driving a Land 
Rover, which struck a pole in Malibu, Calif, around 
8 p.m. Sunday. The 61-year-old, who has been fea¬ 
tured in such Quentin Tarantino movies as “Res¬ 
ervoir Dogs” and “Kill Bill,” was not injured. 

■ Rapper Tech N9ne took to Twitter on Mon¬ 
day to offer condolences to the family of battle rap¬ 
per Tech 9 — whose stage moniker sounds and is 
spelled similarly — and clarify that he himself is 
very much alive and well. Philadelphia battle rap¬ 
per Tech 9, whose real name is Akeem Mickens, 
was announced on Monday to have died by fellow 
battle rapper Buttah From Da Block. Mickens was 
considered “one of the architects of modern battle 
rap” and later became a commentator, according 
to hip-hop news website the Source. 
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OPINION 

Where Mueller’s finding was met with shrugs 


By Gary Abernathy 
Special to The Washington Post 

HILLSBORO, Ohio 
t might be expected that the conclu¬ 
sion of the Russia collusion investi¬ 
gation would be greeted in Trump 
Country with celebration, relief or 
even a degree of gloating. 

That’s not the case. Here in southern 
Ohio and, likely, other places where Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s support has remained 
rock solid, the conclusion by special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller that neither Trump nor 
anyone associated with his campaign con¬ 
spired with Russia during the 2016 election 
was greeted with a collective shrug. That’s 
because, for Trump Country, the findings 
represented a foregone conclusion. 

Apprised that the Mueller report had 
found no collusion, one woman at a Hills¬ 
boro diner on Sunday summed up the feel¬ 
ings of most here when she replied, “So 
what? We already knew that, didn’t we?” 

Trump’s base has long regarded the 
Mueller investigation as a political exer¬ 
cise springing from the refusal of Trump’s 
opponents to accept his election. They also 
know the report will not be the end of what 
they see as a string of partisan investi¬ 
gations. They know Democrats, “Never 
Trumpers” and many in the media will 
pivot, generating as many future headlines 
as possible from ongoing state and congres¬ 
sional investigations. That beat goes on. 

Since it won’t get repeated as often as it 
deserves after two years of manufactured 
suspicion, it’s important to note this from 
Attorney General William Barr’s sum¬ 
mary of Mueller’s probe: “The Special 
Counsel’s investigation did not find that 
the Trump campaign or anyone associated 
with it conspired or coordinated with Rus¬ 
sia in its efforts to influence the 2016 U.S. 


presidential election.” Later, Barr added 
that such collusion did not happen “despite 
multiple offers from Russian-affiliated in¬ 
dividuals to assist the Trump campaign.” 

Instead of all Americans, regardless of 
political affiliation — along with every le¬ 
gitimate media organization — collectively 
celebrating that our president was found 
not to have conspired with Russia, too many 
pundits on Sunday focused on Mueller’s 
failure to determine whether Trump had 
obstructed justice. After Barr and Deputy 
Attorney General Rod Rosenstein agreed 
that evidence of obstruction did not lend 
itself to a crime, both CNN and MSNBC, 
during the first hour after the release of 
Barr’s report, spent more time focused on 
the obstruction question than on the col¬ 
lusion exoneration, based on my own tog¬ 
gling back and forth between networks. It 
was the only thin straw left to grasp. 

(To his credit, CNN’s Anderson Cooper, 
later in the evening, countered some criti¬ 
cal guests by reflecting what most Ameri¬ 
cans were likely feeling, offering, “Just 
overall, if it is a fact that the president and 
the people around him did not actually col¬ 
lude with Russians who were involved in 
this election, that’s a great thing for this 
country.” Thank you, Mr. Cooper.) 

On Saturday, key congressional Demo¬ 
crats held a conference call to discuss 
“strategy” prior to the release of the 
Mueller findings. Strategy? What strategy 
is needed to provide an honest reaction 
to Mueller’s report? Shouldn’t the strat¬ 
egy be to express alarm if collusion was 
found, relief and reassurance if it wasn’t? 
No, a strategy call was needed because, 
as a Washington Post headline made clear 
before the findings were released, “Dem¬ 
ocrats insist on pursuing Trump investiga¬ 
tions no matter what Mueller concludes.” 

Democrats spent two years circling the 


wagons around Mueller, casting him as a 
paragon of virtue, an unassailable arbiter 
of truth, worrying endlessly that Trump 
might fire him. But over the weekend, they 
and many in the media began questioning 
his competence. After it was announced 
Friday that no more indictments would be 
forthcoming, MSNBC’s Chris Matthews 
was beside himself 

“Maybe he missed the boat here,” Mat¬ 
thews said of Mueller. “Because we know 
about the Trump Tower meeting in June 
2016, we know about the meeting at the 
cigar bar with [Konstantin] Kilimnik. ... 
All these dots we’re now to believe don’t 
connect.” 

Since Trump’s election, too many in the 
media have mistaken disconnected dots for 
tangible facts. Everyone’s life is marked 
by random dots that can be extrapolated to 
suggest the worst conclusions. 

At this point, Trump’s base will see the 
failure by some to accept Mueller’s find¬ 
ings (coupled with ongoing additional state 
and congressional investigations) not just 
as attacks on the president but also as as¬ 
saults on the voters who put him in the 
White House. They will increasingly take 
it personally, as another elitist, second- 
guessing of every man and woman who 
voted for him. No greater motivator to vote 
will be needed for 2020. 

Since May 2017, Trump had insisted 
there was “no collusion” at least 231 times. 
Fact checkers who revel in compiling lists 
of his “lies and misleading statements” 
should, in good faith, add a special notation 
referencing this mantra. On this most im¬ 
portant of questions, it turns out that while 
a lot of people lied and misled. Trump was 
telling the truth all along. 

Gary Abernathy, a contributing coiumnist for the 

Washington Post, is a freelance writer and former 
newspaper editor based in Hiilsboro, Ohio. 


Beyond ‘no collusion,’ don’t miss Mueller’s message 


By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

T here’s a lot we still don’t know 
about the contents of special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller’s report on his 
two-year investigation into pos¬ 
sible collusion between President Donald 
Trump’s 2016 campaign and Russia’s 
Putin regime or its affiliates — beyond the 
headline finding of no such conspiracy. 

It’s not too early to derive some lessons, 
though, the first and most important of 
which is that no deus ex machina is going to 
descend into America’s continuing political 
tragedy (or farce, if you prefer) and rescue 
us all from the Trump administration. 

Far too many people, including many 
who should have known better, placed their 
hopes in a decisive bombshell from Muel¬ 
ler, even while the special counsel lodged a 
series of indictments that spotlighted Rus¬ 
sian interference and crimes by Trump- 
connected individuals but no collusion. 

Attorney General William Barr’s four- 
page summary of Mueller’s report duly 
noted the special counsel’s view that his in¬ 
vestigation “does not exonerate” Trump of 
obstruction of justice growing out of his fir¬ 
ing of FBI Director James Comey in May 
2017. Some Democrats and anti-Trump 
Republicans (those few who are left) are 
fastening on to that language as the pos¬ 
sible starting point for more digging, more 
hearings, more — whatever. 

They should let it go. Relitigating ob¬ 
struction means relitigating the Comey 
firing, which means, alas, revisiting a lit¬ 
any of arcana, legal and factual, plus the 
embarrassing fact that Comey’s inappro¬ 
priate comments on Hillary Clinton may 
have contributed to Trump’s win in 2016. 
No doubt there is some benefit to be had. 


fundraising-wise, by keeping true believ¬ 
ers fired up. However, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif, has signaled a 
wiser course by disavowing impeachment, 
which is another way of telling her troops 
that they’re probably stuck with Trump 
through 2020. That is, the solution is to win 
at the polls the same way Democrats did in 
2018. The only way out is through. 

Constitutionally, that is also the best 
course. Absent impeachment-worthy evi¬ 
dence that he engaged in unlawful col¬ 
lusion and obstruction, the remedy for 
Trump is, and probably always was, the 
system’s checks and balances, which seem 
to be working — imperfectly but fairly 
well, judging by the Republican defeat in 
2018 and some 63 federal court rulings 
blocking his policies. 

Two years into his presidency. Trump re¬ 
mains repugnant: a dishonest and profane 
figure less intellectually or temperamen¬ 
tally suited for national leadership than any 
occupant of the White House since Andrew 
Johnson, the bombastic Southern sympa¬ 
thizer who succeeded Abraham Lincoln 
in 1865. Surrounded by second-raters and 
sleazeballs (some now facing prison time). 
Trump lacks not only the initiative but also 
the guts to engineer anything as audacious 
as a conscious plot with Moscow, another 
reason to credit Mueller’s finding. In hind¬ 
sight, it was never likely that the president 
would fire Mueller, or Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein, despite his own 
bluster, and much breathless media specu¬ 
lation, to that effect. It would have required 
too much political courage. 

Trump also remains enigmatic. It’s not 
precisely clear how or why we ended up 
with him as president, or exactly what this 
difficult passage, whether it lasts four years 
or eight, portends for the United States and 


the world. Above all, it remains unclear to 
what degree he is the cause of our political 
disorder, and to what degree a symptom. 

In that regard, special counsel Mueller 
has been trying to send us a message for 
some time now, albeit between the lines of 
his indictments. That message is that Rus¬ 
sia, an authoritarian foreign power guided 
by deep hostility to liberal democracy 
generally and to U.S. global influence in 
particular, did indeed target the American 
political system for disruption and distor¬ 
tion, with the objectives of weakening the 
establishment candidate, Clinton, whom 
President Vladimir Putin loathed (but, 
like everyone else, expected to win), and of 
helping Trump. 

Russia, Mueller wrote in a February 2018 
indictment of some 13 Russian operatives 
and three organizations, “had a strategic 
goal to sow discord in the U.S. political sys¬ 
tem, including the 2016 U.S. presidential 
election,” mainly by spreading false and 
inflammatory information through social 
media. It was a sophisticated effort, guided 
by a keen understanding of the American 
electorate, its fissures and its fault lines 
— racial, regional and religious. 

Mueller knew there was no actual chance 
of hauling Russian agents into an Ameri¬ 
can court. But by narrating the “manner 
and means of the conspiracy” by which a 
foreign power exploited the divisions with¬ 
in our society, he might have caused us to 
reflect upon and, eventually, heal them. 

So far, that aspect of the Mueller inves¬ 
tigation has not received the attention, or 
inspired the action, that it merits. Unless 
and until it does, American democracy will 
remain vulnerable to outside interference 
and to the demons we breed at home. 

Washington Post editorial writer/columnist Charles 
Lane specializes in economic and fiscal policy. 
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Apple launches paid news subscription service 


By Tali Arbel 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — On Monday, 
Apple launched what some have 
called a “Netflix for news” — a 
$10-a-month subscription service 
that offers access to hundreds of 
magazines and a handful of news¬ 
papers. But most m^jor U.S. news 
publishers aren’t participating. 

For Apple, pushing into ser¬ 
vices could help drum up money 
as sales of its marquee product, 
the iPhone, start to slow. It’s also 
developing an entertainment hub 
with original shows and movies 
and launching a new credit card. 

Readers get access to articles 
from more than 300 magazines, 
a smattering of digital sites and 
some newspapers. Human edi¬ 
tors will select stories for the app, 
which will tailor news feeds to a 
reader’s tastes. 

Apple pushed a privacy angle. 


saying advertisers won’t track 
what you’re reading the way 
Google and Facebook do across 
apps and websites. 

For publishers, the situation 
is complicated. Many big-name 
magazines are on board, hoping 
Apple brings them new paid read¬ 
ers. But many magazine articles 
are already available free online, 
even for magazines that are be¬ 
hind a paywall. 

The app, for now, lacks most 
mqjor U.S. newspapers. They may 
feel like they can find readers 
better on their own, or be wary 
of the terms of the revenue split 
with Apple, said Rick Edmonds, 
a media analyst at the Poynter 
Institute. 

Earlier attempts to sell bundled 
newspaper and magazine sub¬ 
scriptions never took off in the U.S. 
It’s difficult to persuade people to 
pay for yet another subscription, 
especially when so much material 


remains available online for free. 

Apple, however, is still Apple. 
Its Apple Music service has 
more than 50 million subscrib¬ 
ers despite its late start in music 
streaming. 

Getting users to download a 
new app can be hard, and Apple 
doesn’t have to do that. Its exist¬ 
ing News app, which brings to¬ 
gether articles from around the 
web, already comes installed on 
its devices. The new service will 
be a paid section of that app. 

Publications that are just be¬ 
ginning to build a digital busi¬ 
ness could benefit from exposure 
to Apple’s nearly 1 billion iPhone 
users. 

“That’s a way to get a running 
start,” Edmonds said. 

Many of the media companies 
involved say they see it as a way to 
reach people who wouldn’t other¬ 
wise subscribe. 

Apple will reportedly split rev¬ 


enue 50-50 with the publishers. 
Payments to each publisher will 
vary and depend on how much 
time readers spend with each 
one. 

Three newspapers were in¬ 
cluded in Apple’s presentation 
— The Wall Street Journal, The 
Los Angeles Times and Toronto 
Star. Notably absent were na¬ 
tional powerhouses The New York 
Times and The Washington Post; 
large U.S. newspaper chains such 
as Gannett, the publisher of USA 
Today; and newswires such as 
The Associated Press. 

Apple’s large cut of revenue and 
the loss of a direct relationship 
with readers and their data may 
not be appealing to many media 
companies, especially those that 
are successfully expanding their 
own digital readership. 

The New York Times, for ex¬ 
ample, in the fourth quarter 
added its largest number of digi- 


Uber acquires Mideast competitor Careem 


Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Ride-hailing service Uber an¬ 
nounced Tuesday it has acquired 
Mideast competitor Careem for 
$3.1 billion, giving the San Fran¬ 
cisco-based firm the command¬ 
ing edge in a region with a large 
young, tech-sawy population. 

Uber said the purchase consists 
of $1.7 billion in convertible notes 
and $1.4 billion in cash. It marks 
the largest technology transac¬ 
tion in the Middle East — outside 
of Israel — and propels the Dubai- 
based firm to legendary status in 
the region’s tech startup scene. 

Under the deal, Careem will 


keep its brand and app unchanged, 
at least for now. It will operate 
as a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Uber and be led by its original 
founders. 

The deal is expected to close 
in the first quarter of 2020 and 
is subject to regulatory approval 
in several countries. It comes as 
Uber’s losses widened last year 
ahead of plans for an initial public 
stock offering this spring. 

Uber CEO Dara Khosrowshahi 
said the acquisition of Careem 
marks “an important moment for 
Uber as we continue to expand the 
strength of our platform around 
the world.” 

In a memo to staff, Khosrow¬ 


shahi said that keeping the Ca¬ 
reem app intact allows Uber to try 
out new ideas across both brands. 
Over time, the firms will integrate 
part of their networks, he said. 

Uber’s stiffest competitor in the 
Middle East had been Careem, 
which launched in 2012 — three 
years before Uber entered the 
local market. 

Careem, founded by two former 
management consultants at McK- 
insey & Co., is popular in coun¬ 
tries such as Egypt and Pakistan 
where people overwhelmingly 
use cash over credit cards. 

Careem’s app gave riders local¬ 
ized options, like paying by cash 
rather than Uber’s initial credit 


card-only system. Last year, Ca¬ 
reem was said to be exploring a 
bus service for Egypt’s lower-in- 
come riders. 


MARKET WATCH 


March 25, 2019 


Dow Jones 14.51 
industrials 25,516.83 


Nasdaq 

composite 



7,637.54 


Standard & -2.35 

Poor’s 500 2,798.36 


6.94 

1,512.86 


tal subscriptions since the elec¬ 
tion of President Donald Trump. 
It wants to have a “direct relation¬ 
ship” with its readers and focus on 
bringing them to its own sites and 
apps, spokeswoman Eileen Mur¬ 
phy said in an emailed statement. 
The Times’ digital subscription 
starts at $15 a month. 

“Our focus is on growing our 
own subscription base,” said 
Washington Post spokeswoman 
Kris Coratti, noting that join¬ 
ing the new bundle doesn’t make 
sense “at this point.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 27). 

Dollar buys (March 27). 

British pound (March 27). 

Japanese yen (March 27). 


,...$1.1605 

,...€0.8617 

.$1.36 

... 107.00 


South Korean won (March 27).1,103.00 


.$1.3226 

.1.3381 

.6.7159 

.6.6129 

. 17.3001 

... $1.1288/0.8859 

.7.8490 

279 92 
3 6218 

no 61 

0 3036 

. 8.5292 

52 62 


... 1,134.38 

. 0.9943 

.31.65 

... 5.5406 


le to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

china (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (New Lira).... 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.41 

30-year bond.2.87 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I Scratch 

4 Hosp. scan 

7 Ashen 

8 Ridicule 
10 Direetor 

Forman 

II Seek, as office 
13 Breakfast order 

16 Simile eenter 

17 Four-star reviews 

18 FDR projeet 
19107, to Cato 

20 Actor Johnny 

21 Velocity 

23 Apple centers 

25 And others (Lat.) 

26 French 
cheese 

27 Plopped down 

28 Pink hue 

30 Insult, slangily 
33 Steakhouse 
order 

36 Eucalyptus 
eaters 

37 Start of a 
supplication 

38 Move furtively 

39 Smile 

40 Trail the pack 

41 Thesaurus wd. 


DOWN 

1 Island south 
of Sicily 

2 Oodles 

3 Set aside 

4 Bea Arthur 
sitcom 

5 Littlest littermates 

6 Data 

7 Name of 12 
popes 

8 Fountain of Rome 

9 Precisely 

10 CEO’s deg. 

12 Answers an 

invitation 

14 Incursion 

15 Phone bug 

19 Cartoon frame 


20 Rap’s Dr. — 

21 Desolate 

22 Cookout spots 

23 Beach crawler 

24 Drilling platforms 

25 Mentalist’s 
claim 

26 Invigorating 

28 Salsa singer 
Cruz 

29 Borneo ape, 
for short 

30 “Mack the 
Knife” singer 

31 “This — 
outrage!” 

32 Pigs’ digs 

34 Teen hangout 

35 Grand Ole — 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


PZNM AV MZX MXHO EQH 

VQOXQWX PZQ’V XYNOAWAWF 

MZX UAEX QE CHXVASXWM 

FXHNUS? N EQHS XYCUQHXH. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AFTER THE 

PALEONTOLOGIST FINISHED DIGGING UP THAT 
VALUABLE FOSSIL, HE GAVE IT THE BRUSH- 
OFF. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals X 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.c( 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 



STARSK?<STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


Automotive 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 


relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
with Stripes 
free classifieds! 


Want a better picture? 






-A 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^^^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 


Second Round 
Friday, March 22 

Creighton 79, Memphis 67 
Saturday, March 23 
Indiana 63, Arkansas 60 
Lipscomb 86, UNC-Greensboro 69 
Sunday, March 24 
Wichita state 63, Clemson 55 
Texas 78, Xavier 76, OT 
N.C. state 78, Harvard 77 
TCU 88, Nebraska 72 

Monday, March 25 
Colorado 76, Norfolk State 60 
Quarterfinals 
Tuesday, March 26 
Wichita state (21-14) at Indiana (19-15) 
TCU (22-13) at Creighton (20-14) 
Wednesday, March 27 
Lipscomb (27-7) at N.C. State (24-11) 
Colorado (23-12) at Texas (18-16) 

CBI 

Quarterfinals 
Monday, March 25 

Coastal Carolina 109, West Virginia 91 
South Florida 66, Utah Valley 57 
DePaul 97, Longwood 89 
Loyola Marymount 81, Brown 63 

CIT 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 

Presbyterian 77, Robert Morris 70 

Monday, March 25 

Texas Southern 94, Texas Rio Grande 
Valley 85 

CSU Bakersfield 70, Southern Utah 67 

Tuesday, March 26 

Charleston Southern (18-15) vs. Hamp¬ 
ton (17-17) 

FlU (20-13) vs. Green Bay (18-16) 
Quarterfinals 
Tuesday, March 26 
Presbyterian (20-15) vs. Marshall (20-14) 
Thursday, March 28 
Charleston Southern-Hampton winner 
vs. NJIT (22-12) 

Texas Southern (23-13) vs. Louisiana- 
Monroe (19-15) 

Friday, March 29 or Saturday, March 30 

CSU Bakersfield (18-15) vs. FlU-Green 
Bay winner 

Men’s NAIA Tournament 

Semifinals 
Monday, March 25 

Georgetown (Ky.) 94, William Carey 83 
Carroll (Mont.) 66, Lewis-Clark State 55 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 26 

Georgetown (Ky.) vs. Carroll (Mont.) 

Men’s NCAA Division II 
Tournament 

Quarterfinals 
At Evansville, Ind. 
Wednesday, March 27 

Nova Southeastern vs. Saint Anselm 
Mercyhurst vs. Northwest Missouri State 
West Texas A&M vs. Southern Indiana 
Queens (NC) vs. Point Loma 

Women’s NIT 

Third Round 
Tuesday, March 26 

Georgetown (18-15) at Providence (19-15) 
Wednesday, March 27 
Northwestern (18-14) at West Virginia 
(22-10) 

Thursday, March 28 

Western Kentucky (20-14) at Ohio (29-5) 
Butler (23-9) at Cincinnati (23-10) 
Virginia Tech (22-11) at James Madi¬ 
son (27-5) 

TCU (22-10) at Arkansas (22-14) 
Pepperdine (22-11) at Wyoming (24-8) 
Idaho (22-11) at Arizona (20-13) 

WBI 

Quarterfinals 
Monday, March 25 

Appalachian State 83, Marshall 71 
Campbell 70, Tennessee Tech 62 
North Alabama 69, Southern Missis¬ 
sippi 65, OT 

Tuesday, March 26 

Utah State at North Texas 

Semifinals 

Friday, March 29 or Saturday, March 30 

Utah State-North Texas winner vs. 
North Alabama 

Campbell vs. Appalachian State 

Women’s NCAA Division II 
Tournament 

Quarterfinals 
At Columbus, Ohio 
Tuesday, March 26 

Indiana (Pa.) vs. Azusa Pacific 
Saint Anselm vs. Southwestern Okla¬ 
homa State 

Nova Southeastern vs. Drury 
Lubbock Christian vs. North Georgia 


Pro football 

1 

Pro baseball 

1 

Tennis 

1 

College hockey 


AAF 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 

Orlando 6 1 0 .857 202 105 

Birmingham 4 3 0 .571 148 124 

Atlanta 2 5 0 .286 79 196 

Memphis 2 5 0 .286 121 160 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 
San Antonio 5 2 0 .714 152 131 

Arizona 4 3 0 .571 163 138 

San Diego 3 4 0 .429 155 153 

Salt Lake 2 5 0 .286 127 140 

Saturday, March 23 
Orlando 36, Atlanta 6 
San Antonio 19, Salt Lake 15 
Sunday, March 24 
Arizona 32, San Diego 15 
Memphis 31, Birmingham 25, OT 
Saturday’s games 
Orlando at Memphis 
San Diego at Salt Lake 

Sunday’s games 
Atlanta at Birmingham 
Arizona at San Antonio 

NFL calendar 

March 24-27 — Annual owners meet¬ 
ing, Phoenix. 

April 1 — Teams with new head coach 
can begin offseason workouts. 

April 15 — Teams with returning head 
coaches can begin offseason workouts. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Placed RHP 
Alex Cobb and C Austin Wynns on the 10- 
day IL and OF MarkTrumbo on the 60-day 
IL. Selected the contract of C Jesus Sucre 
from Norfolk (IL). 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Signed LHP 
Sean Nolin and SS Alcides Escobar to mi¬ 
nor league contracts. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Placed RHP Mi¬ 
chael Fulmer on the 60-day IL. Optioned 
SS Ronny Rodriguez to Toledo (IL). Se¬ 
lected the contract of 2B Gordon Beck¬ 
ham from Toledo. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Requested 
release waivers on OF Brian Goodwin. 
Selected the contract of IB Lucas Duda 
from Omaha (PCL). 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Reassigned 
RHPs Preston Guilmet and Mike Morin to 
minor league camp. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Optioned RHP 
Hunter Wood to Durham (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Released RHPs 
Jason Hammel and Zach McAllister. As¬ 
signed RHPs Matt Bush and Rafael Mon- 
tero to their minor league camp.. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Placed 2B 
Devon Travis on the 60-day IL. Agreed to 
terms with RHP Daniel Hudson to a one- 
year contract and with RHP John Axford 
on a minor league contract. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Optioned 
SS lldemarco Vargas and LHP Robby 
Scott to Reno (PCL). 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned OF 
Adam Duvall and RHPs Touki Toussaint 
and Dan Winkler to Gwinnett (IL). 

CHICAGO CUBS - Released RHP Ju- 
nichi Tazawa. Optioned OF Ian Happ, C 
Taylor Davis, LHP Tim Collins and RHPs 
Dillon Maples and Alex Mills to Iowa 
(PCL). 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Reassigned 
RHPs Dustin May, Stetson Allie and 
Kevin Ouackenbush, C Josh Thole, OFs 
Paulo Orlando and Ezequiel Carrera and 
INF Daniel Castro to their minor league 
camp. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Released RHP Dan 
Straily. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Alex Wilson on a one- 
year contract. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Placed LHP 
Brett Cecil, INF Jedd Gyorko, OF Jus¬ 
tin Williams and RHPs Luke Gregerson 
and Carlos Martinez on the 10-day IL. 
Optioned LHP Tyler Webb to Memphis 
(PCL). Reassigned RHP Chris Beck, LHP 
Tommy Layne, Cs Andrew Knizner and 
Francisco Pena, INFs Tommy Edman and 
Rangel Ravelo and OF Dylan Carlson to 
their minor league camp. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Traded OF 
Matt Joyce to Atlanta for cash. Optioned 
C Aramis Garcia to Sacramento (PCL). 
Claimed C Tom Murphy off waivers from 
Colorado. Designated RHP Merandy Gon¬ 
zalez for assignment. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS - Signed CB E.J. Gaines 
to a one-year contract. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Re-signed CB 
Darqueze Dennard to a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

NEW YORK JETS - Re-signed LB Bran- 


NEW YORK JETS - Re-signed LB B 
don Copeland and TE Neal Sterling. 

HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 

DALLAS STARS - Signed G Jake Oet- 
tinger to a three-year, entry-ievel con¬ 
tract and assigned him to Texas (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Assigned D 
Brian Lashoff to Grand Rapids (AHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Assigned 
Fs Miikka Salomaki and Austin Watson 
to Milwaukee (AHL) on long-term injury 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Recalled F Joey 
Anderson from Binghamton (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Reas¬ 
signed D Tyler Lewington to Hershey 
(AHL). Recalled D Jonas Siegenthaler 
from Hershey. 


Spring training 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

W L Pet. 

New York 17 10 .630 

Houston 18 11 .621 

Kansas City 18 12 .600 

Oakland 13 8 .619 

Cleveland 17 13 .567 

Minnesota 14 13 .519 

Detroit 15 14 .517 

Los Angeles 15 15 .500 

Seattle 10 10 .500 

Toronto 13 15 .464 

Boston 12 16 .429 

Texas 12 17 .414 

Baltimore 12 17 .414 

Tampa Bay 12 17 .414 

Chicago 11 17 .393 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

W L Pet. 

San Diego 17 11 .607 

Milwaukee 19 13 .594 

Washington 17 12 .586 

Chicago 18 13 .581 

Miami 15 13 .536 

Philadelphia 14 14 .500 

Atlanta 15 16 .484 

Pittsburgh 14 15 .483 

Colorado 14 15 .483 

San Francisco 13 15 .464 

Los Angeles 13 15 .464 

New York 13 16 .448 

St. Louis 12 15 .444 

Arizona 12 17 .414 

Cincinnati 8 18 .308 

Monday’s games 
Rochester 5, Minnesota 2 
N.Y. Mets 9, Baltimore 7 
Detroit 9, Tigers Futures 1 
Philadelphia 3, Tampa Bay 2 
Albuquerque 7, Colorado 3 
Washington 5, N.Y. Yankees 3 
Omaha 3, Kansas City 2 
Milwaukee 10, Toronto 5 
Atlanta 8, Cincinnati 5 
St. Louis 6, Memphis 3 
Cleveland 10, Texas 1 
Houston 12, Pittsburgh 9 
Chicago Cubs 3, Boston 2 
Chicago White Sox 6, Arizona 3 
Oakland 5, San Francisco 4 
L.A. Dodgers 8, L.A. Angels 7 
San Diego 8, Seattle 0 

Tuesday’s games 
Detroit at Tampa Bay 
Cincinnati at Atlanta 
Colorado vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers, 
Fla. 

Cleveland at Texas 
Pittsburgh at Houston 
Boston vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, Ariz. 
Chicago White Sox at Arizona 
San Diego at Seattle 
Milwaukee vs. Toronto at Montreal 
Oakland at San Francisco 
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers 
Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

MLB calendar 

March 28 — Opening day for other 
teams, active rosters reduced to 25 play- 

April 13-14 — St. Louis vs. Cincinnati at 
Monterrey, Mexico. 

May 4-5 — Houston vs. Los Angeles 
Angels at Monterrey, Mexico. 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts, Secau- 


D.C. United 2 0 1 7 7 0 

Cincinnati 2 11 7 7 5 

Columbus 2 11 7 4 4 

Toronto FC 2 0 0 6 6 3 

Montreal 2 1 0 6 6 4 

Orlando City 1 1 2 5 5 6 

New York 111 453 

Philadelphia 12 1 4 5 6 

New York City FC 0 0 3 3 4 4 

Atlanta 0 1 2 2 2 4 

Chicago 0 2 1 14 7 

New England 0 3 1 13 8 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 3 0 1 10 10 5 

Seattle 3 0 0 9 10 3 

Houston 2 0 1 7 6 4 

FC Dallas 2 11 7 5 3 

Minnesota United 2 1 0 6 8 5 

LA Galaxy 2 1 0 6 5 5 

Sporting KC 1114 4 3 

Real Salt Lake 12 1 4 3 8 

Colorado 0 2 2 2 5 8 

Portland 0 2 1 1 4 10 

Vancouver 030 04 7 

San Jose 0 3 0 0 2 9 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, March 23 
FC Dallas 2, Colorado 1 
Orlando City 1, New York 0 
Philadelphia 3, Columbus 0 
Los Angeles FC 2, Real Salt Lake 1 
Sunday, March 24 
Cincinnati 2, New England 0 
Friday’s game 

New York City FC at Toronto FC 
Saturday’s games 
New York at Chicago 
Minnesota United at New England 
Montreal at Sporting Kansas City 
Los Angeles FC at San Jose 
Atlanta at Columbus 
Philadelphia at Cincinnati 
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake 
Houston at Colorado 
Seattle at Vancouver 

Sunday’s games 
D.C. United at Orlando City 
Portland at LA Galaxy 


Miami Open 

Monday 

Hard Rock Stadium 
Miami Gardens, Florida 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

Third Round 

Jordan Thompson, Australia, def. Grig- 
or Dimitrov (24), Bulgaria, 7-5, 7-5. 

Kevin Anderson (6), South Africa, def. 
Joao Sousa, Portugal, 6-4, 7-6 (6). 

Roger Federer (4), Switzerland, def. 
Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, 7-5, 6-3. 

Daniil Medvedev (13), Russia, def. 
Reilly Opelka, United States, 7-6 (5), 6-7 
(5), 7-6 (0). 

Denis Shapovalov (20), Canada, def. 
Andrey Rublev, Russia, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 

David Goffin (18), Belgium, def. Marco 
Cecchinato (14), Italy, 6-4, 6-4. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (8), Greece, def. 
Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, 6-4, 6-4. 

Frances Tiafoe (28), United States, def. 
David Ferrer, Spain, 5-7, 6-3, 6-3. 

Fourth Round 

Ashleigh Barty (12), Australia, def. Kiki 
Bertens (7), Netherlands, 4-6, 6-3,6-2. 

Petra Kvitova (3), Czech Republic, def. 
Caroline Garcia (19), France, 6-3, 6-3. 

Anett Kontaveit (21), Estonia, def. 
Bianca Andreescu, Canada, 6-1, 2-0 re¬ 
tired. 

Hsieh Su-wei (27), Taiwan, def. Caro¬ 
line Wozniacki (13), Denmark, 6-3,6-7 (0), 
6-2. 

Simona Halep (2), Romania, def. Ve¬ 
nus Williams, United States, 6-3, 6-3. 

Wang Qiang (18), China, def. Wang Ya- 
fan, China, 7-5, 6-4. 

Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Tatjana Maria, Germany, 6-4, 6-3. 

Karolina Pliskova (5), Czech Republic, 
def. Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, 2-6, 6- 
3, 7-5. 


6. Stanford 

7. Oregon State 

8. Georgia 

9. Arkansas 

10. Coastal Carolina 

11. Texas A&M 

12. LSU 

13. Auburn 

14. Texas Tech 

15. Clemson 

16. East Carolina 

17. UC Santa Barbara 

18. UC Irvine 

19. Florida 

20. Florida State 

21. Louisville 

22. North Carolina 

23. Illinois 

24. Oklahoma 

25. Baylor 

26. Washington 

27. Southern Miss 

28. TCU 

29. Georgia Tech 

30. San Diego 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Canisius 10, Charlotte 5 
Chestnut Hill 9-6, Caldwell 8-5 
Navy 6-0, Holy Cross 1-4 
Old Westbury 7-8, Yeshiva 1-4 
West Chester 7-5, Mansfield 2-1 
MIDWEST 

Doane 11-9, Dordt 4-1 
Jamestown 3, Hastings 1 
Loras 7-8, Nebraska Wesleyan 2-2 
Spring Arbor 11-7, Grace (Ind.) 1-6 
Valley City St. 2, Dakota St. 1 
SOUTHWEST 
Texas Tech 5, Stetson 4 
FAR WEST 

Loyola Marymount 3, Washington St. 2 


NCAA Division I poii 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through March 24 and 
previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. St. Cloud State (43) 30-5-3 989 1 

2. Minnesota Duluth (3) 25-11-2 929 4 

3. Minnesota State (3) 32-7-2 917 2 


4. UMass (1) 

5. Northeastern 

6. Denver 

7. Clarkson 

8. Quinnipiac 

9. Ohio State 

10. Cornell 

11. Providence 

12. Notre Dame 

13. Harvard 

14. Arizona State 

15. Bowling Green 

16. Penn State 


28-9-0 818 3 

27-10-1 770 6 

22-11-5 728 5 

26-10-2 698 9 

25-9-2 660 7 

20-10-5 598 8 

20- 10-4 551 10 

22-11-6 439 11 

22-13-3 427 16 

19-10-3 406 12 

21- 12-1 389 14 

25-10-5 369 13 

22- 15-2 216 17 


Second Round 

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Edouard Rog- 
er-Vasselin, France, def. Matwe Middel- 
koop, Netherlands, and Diego Schwartz- 
man, Argentina, 6-4, 6-3. 

Oliver Marach, Austria, and Mate 
Pavic (5), Croatia, def. Radu Albot, Mol¬ 
dova, and Nikoioz Basilashvili, Georgia, 
6-1, 6-1. 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Marcelo 
Melo (1), Brazil, def. Guido Pella, Argen¬ 
tina, and Joao Sousa, Portugal, 7-5, 6-3. 

Bob and Mike Bryan (3), United States, 
def. Nicolas Jarry, Chile, and Franko Sku- 
gor, Croatia, 6-1, 6-7 (6), 10-3. 

Women 
Second Round 

Chan Hao-ching and Latisha Chan (8), 
Taiwan, def. Veronika Kudermetova, Rus¬ 
sia, and Demi Schuurs, Netherlands, 7-5, 
6-2. 

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, and Dar¬ 
ia Kasatkina, Russia, def. Shuko Aoyama, 
Japan, and Lidziya Marozava, Belarus, 6- 
3, 3-6, 15-13. 


College baseball 


Collegiate Baseball poll 

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, records through March 24, total 
points and last week’s ranking. Voting 
is done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. N.C. State 23-1 495 1 

2. UCLA 

3. Arizona State 

4. Mississippi State 

5. Vanderbilt 


17-4 493 3 

22-1 491 5 

22-3 490 2 

19- 5 487 6 

15-3 486 8 

16-4-1 484 4 

21-3 481 9 

20- 4 479 10 

18-5-1 476 11 

21- 5 474 19 

17- 7 472 7 

20- 4 471 12 

15-5 468 18 

18- 6 464 20 
18-6 463 21 
17-3 460 22 

15- 4 457 24 

16-10 454 13 

17- 6 451 14 

18- 6 448 15 

18-7 446 16 

17-4 445 21 

21- 4 444 25 

16- 6 441 26 

14- 5 439 - 

15- 6 438 - 

15- 7 436 - 

16- 8 434 - 

17- 7 431 27 


17. Western Michigan 21-15-1 177 15 

18. American Int’l. 22-16-1 137 19 

19. UMass Lowell 19-13-5 123 18 

20. North Dakota 18-17-2 45 20 

Others receiving votes: Union 43, Min¬ 
nesota 26, Lake Superior 22, Colorado 
College 10, Boston College 5, Boston Uni¬ 
versity 4, Brown 4. 

NCAA Division I Tournament 

WEST REGIONAL 
At Fargo, N.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 29 

Denver (22-11-5) vs. Ohio State (20-10-5) 
St. Cloud State (30-5-3) vs. American 
International (22-16-1) 

Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Denver-Ohio State winner vs. St. Cloud 
State-American International winner 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At Manchester, N.H. 

First Round 
Friday, March 29 

UMass (28-9-0) vs. Harvard (19-10-3) 
Clarkson (26-10-2) vs. Notre Dame (22- 
13-3) 

Championship 
Saturday, March 30 

UMass-Harvard winner vs. Clarkson- 
Notre Dame winner 

EAST REGIONAL 
At Providence, R.l. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 30 

Minnesota State Mankato (32-7-2) vs. 
Providence (22-11-6) 

Northeastern (27-10-1) vs. Cornell (20- 
10-4) 

Championship 
Sunday, March 31 

Minnesota State Mankato-Providence 
winner vs. Northeastern-Cornell winner 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
At Allentown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 30 
Minnesota Duluth (25-11-2) vs. Bowl¬ 
ing Green (25-10-5) 

Quinnipiac (25-9-2) vs. Arizona State 
(21-12-1) 

Championship 
Sunday, March 31 

Minnesota Duluth-Bowling Green win¬ 
ner vs. Quinnipiac-Arizona State winner 

FROZEN FOUR 
At Buffalo, N.Y. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 12 

West champion vs. Northeast champion 
East champion vs. Midwest champion 

National Championship 
Saturday, April 13 

Semifinal winners 


World rankings 


Through March 24 

1. Dustin Johnson 

2. Justin Rose 

3. Brooks Koepka 

4. Rory Mcliroy 

5. Justin Thomas 

6. Bryson DeChambeau 

7. Francesco Molinari 

8. Jon Rahm 

9. Xander Schauffele 
0. Rickie Fowler 

1. Paul Casey 

2. Tommy Fleetwood 

3. Jason Day 

4. Tiger Woods 

5. Tony Finau 

6. Bubba Watson 

7. Patrick Reed 

8. Marc Leishman 

9. Patrick Cantlay 
0. Louis Oosthuizen 

1. Phil Mickelson 

2. Webb Simpson 

3. Gary Woodland 

4. Matt Kuchar 

5. Hideki Matsuyama 

6. Cameron Smith 

7. Sergio Garcia 

8. Alex Noren 

9. Adam Scott 
0. Jordan Spieth 

1. Rafa Cabrera Bello 

2. Ian Poulter 

3. Keegan Bradley 

4. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

5. Matt Wallace 

6. Eddie Pepperrell 

7. Tyrrell Hatton 

8. Li Haotong 

9. Henrik Stenson 
0. Billy Horschel 

1. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

■■ ■■ ■ 122 306 206 

I 101 237 194 

I 96 271 228 

1 96 260 234 

95 212 184 
95 261 228 
91 225 206 
1 88 227 219 


z-TampaBay 77 59 
X-Boston 76 46 
Toronto 76 45 
Washington 76 44 
N.Y. Islanders 76 44 
Pittsburgh 77 42 
Carolina 75 42 
Montreal 76 40 


Columbus 75 41 30 
Philadelphia 76 36 32 
Florida 76 33 31 

Buffalo 75 31 35 
N.Y. Rangers 75 29 33 
New Jersey 77 29 39 
Detroit 76 28 38 

Ottawa 75 26 43 


86 228 218 
80 229 252 
78 248 262 
71 207 247 
71 208 250 
67 211 260 
66 206 258 
58 222 278 


Western Conference 


x-Calgary 
x-San Jose 
x-Winni| 


Stlouis 

Dallas 

Colorado 


GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

“ “ “ 101268213 

95 268 240 
94 256 223 
92 224 202 
90 235 209 
90 226 206 
84 193 188 
81 240 229 


76 43 24 

x-Winnipeg 76 45 27 

Nashville 77 43 28 


Arizona 76 36 33 7 79 199 212 

Minnesota 77 35 33 9 79 203 224 

Chicago 75 33 32 10 76 248 271 

Edmonton 75 33 34 8 74 213 249 

Vancouver 76 32 34 10 74 207 237 

Anaheim 77 31 36 10 72 180 237 

Los Angeles 75 28 39 8 64 181 235 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs, 
x-clinched playoff spot 
z-clinched conference 

Sunday’s games 
Washington 3, Philadelphia 1 
N.Y. Islanders 2, Arizona 0 
Carolina 2, Montreal 1, OT 
Chicago 2, Colorado 1, OT 
Columbus 5, Vancouver 0 
Monday’s games 
Pittsburgh 5, N.Y. Rangers 2 
New Jersey 3, Buffalo 1 
Toronto 7, Florida 5 
Tampa Bay 5, Boston 4 
Dallas 5, Winnipeg 2 
Nashville 1, Minnesota 0 
St. Louis 3, Vegas 1 
Los Angeles 3, Calgary 0 
Detroit 3, San Jose 2 

Tuesday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Columbus 
Carolina at Washington 
Buffalo at Ottawa 
Florida at Montreal 
Los Angeles at Edmonton 
Chicago at Arizona 
Anaheim at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Rangers at Boston 
Dallas at Calgary 
Vegas at Colorado 

Thursday’s games 
Washington at Carolina 
Montreal at Columbus 
Detroit at Buffalo 
Florida at Ottawa 
N.Y. Islanders at Winnipeg 
Dallas at Edmonton 
Los Angeles at Vancouver 
Chicago at San Jose 


Monday 

Kings 3, Flames 0 

Los Angeles 1 0 2—3 

Calgary 0 0 0—0 

First Period— 1, Los Angeles, Forbort 2 
(Clifford, Carter), 0:57. 

Third Period— 2, Los Angeles, Brodzin- 
ski 2 (Lewis, Phaneuf), 11:51.3, Los Ange¬ 
les, Toffoli 13, 15:57. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 7-7-6—20. 
Calgary 15-16-11-42. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 0 of 3; Calgary 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Campbell 8-13- 
1 (42 shots-42 saves). Calgary, Smith 21- 
15-2 (19-17). 

A-18,471 (19,289). T-2:28. 


Predators 1, Wild 0 

Nashville 10 0-1 

Minnesota 0 0 0-0 

First Period— 1, Nashville, Johansen 12 
(Ekholm, Arvidsson), 4:32 (sh). 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 7-7-5-19. 
Minnesota 5-13-11-29. 

Power-play opportunities— N ash vl 11 e 
0 of 3; Minnesota 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Nashville, Saros 17-9-2 (29 
shots-29 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 29- 
27-6 (19-18). 

A-18,833 (18,064). T-2:28. 


Devils 3, Sabres 1 

Buffalo 10 0-1 

New Jersey 1 0 2—3 

First Period— 1, New Jersey, Coleman 
22 (Zajac, Hischier), 1:55 (pp). 2, Buffalo, 
Reinhart 20 (Dahlin), 7:23. 

Third Period— 3, New Jersey, Zacha 12 
(Butcher, Agostino), 4:30 (pp). 4, New Jer¬ 
sey, Wood 9 (Greene, Zacha), 18:35. 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 10-14-22-46. 
New Jersey 11-5-5—21. 

Power-play opportunities— Buffalo 0 
of 3; New Jersey 2 of 3. 

Goalies- Buffalo, Ullmark 14-13-4 (20 
shots-18 saves). New Jersey, Schneider 
6-12-3 (46-45). 

A-12,053 (16,514). T-2:34. 



Jim Mone/AP 


The Wild's Jordan Greenway, left, and the Predators’ Brian Boyle 
fight during the first period Monday in St. Paul, Minn. 


Penguins 5, Rangers 2 

Pittsburgh 13 1-5 

N.Y. Rangers 2 0 0-2 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Rangers, Lemieux 
12 (Zibanejad, Buchnevich), 8:25. 2, N.Y. 
Rangers, Lettieri 1 (Chytil, DeAngelo), 
15:15 (pp). 3, Pittsburgh, Bjugstad 12 
(Pettersson, Simon), 15:41. 

Second Period— 4, Pittsburgh, Schultz 
2 (Crosby, Kessel), 1:01 (pp). 5, Pitts¬ 
burgh, Cullen 6 (Wilson), 7:17. 6, Pitts¬ 
burgh, BluegerS (Rust, Pettersson), 13:12 
(sh). 

Third Period— 7, Pittsburgh, Blueger 6 
(Kessel, McCann), 7:38. 

Shots on Goal— Pittsburgh 13-16-7— 
36. N.Y. Rangers 16-8-11-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Pittsburgh 
1 of 3; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Pittsburgh, Murray 27-12-5 
(35 shots-33 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Geor- 
giev 11-13-3 (36-31). 

A-17,401 (18,006). T-2:23. 

Lightning 5, Bruins 4 

Boston 1 3 0—4 

Tampa Bay 2 0 3—5 

First Period— 1, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 
40 (Callahan, Sergachev), 6:42. 2, Boston, 
Marchand 33 (Bergeron, Pastrnak), 8:30 
(pp). 3, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 41 (Ser¬ 
gachev, Hedman), 14:58. 

Second Period— 4, Boston, Coyle 12 
(Backes), 8:42. 5, Boston, Carlo 2 (Krejci, 
DeBrusk), 13:41. 6, Boston, Marchand 34 
(Pastrnak, Bergeron), 14:32. 

Third Period— 7, Tampa Bay, Hedman 
12 (Miller, Stamkos), 5:36. 8, Tampa Bay, 
Kucherov 38 (Stamkos), 13:15. 9, Tam¬ 
pa Bay, Cirelli 18 (Joseph, McDonagh), 
19:07. 

Shots on Goal— Boston 4-8-5—17. Tam¬ 
pa Bay 9-10-9-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Boston 1 
of 3; Tampa Bay 0 of 6. 

Goalies— Boston, Rask 26-11-5 (28 
shots-23 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 
37-9-4 (17-13). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:29. 

Mapie Leafs 7, Panthers 5 


Florida 2 0 3-5 

Toronto 4 1 2—7 

First Period— 1, Toronto, Marleau 16 
(Kadri, Kapanen), 2:06.2, Toronto, Muzzin 
9 (Johnsson, Zaitsev), 4:21.3, Toronto, Ta¬ 
vares 42 (Matthews, Marner), 11:05 (pp). 
4, Florida, Hawryluk 6 (Hoffman, Ekblad), 
13:23. 5, Toronto, Tavares 43 (Nylander, 
Hyman), 15:04. 6, Florida, Matheson 8 
(Hawryluk, Trocheck), 16:25. 

Second Period— 7, Toronto, Tavares 44 
(Nylander, Rielly), 5:51. 

Third Period— 8 , Toronto, Tavares 45 
(Hyman, Marner), 3:57. 9, Florida, Huber- 
deau 24 (Barkov, Dadonov), 5:34. 10, To¬ 
ronto, Hyman 20 (Marner, Rielly), 6:51.11, 
Florida, Huberdeau 25 (Dadonov, Hoff¬ 
man), 13:36 (pp). 12, Florida, Hawryluk 7 
(McCoshen, Malgin), 17:36. 

Shots on Goal— Florida 9-12-15—36. 
Toronto 15-13-9-37. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 1 
of 3; Toronto 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Florida, Luongo 15-16-4 (33 
shots-28 saves), Montembeault 4-3-1 (4- 
2). Toronto, Andersen 35-15-5 (36-31). 

A-19,125 (18,819). T-2:36. 


Blues 3, Golden Knights 1 

Vegas 0 1 0-1 

St. Louis 1 1 1-3 

First Period— 1, St. Louis, Barbashev 
13 (Sanford), 18:41. 

Second Period— 2, Vegas, Karlsson 
23 (Miller, Marchessault), 15:12 (pp). 3, 
St. Louis, O’Reilly 27 (Bouwmeester, Pa- 
rayko), 18:14. 

Third Period— 4, St. Louis, Sanford 8 
(Bortuzzo, Pietrangelo), 6:27. 

Shots on Goal— Vegas 5-10-10—25. St. 
Louis 8-7-7-22. 

Power-play opportunities— Vegas 1 of 
1; St. Louis 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Vegas, Subban 7-8-1 (22 

shots-19 saves). St. Louis, Binnington 21- 
4-1 (25-24). 

A-18,247 (19,150). T-2:22. 

Stars 5, Jets 2 

Dallas 0 3 2-5 

Winnipeg 0 0 2—2 

Second Period— 1, Dallas, Lindell 10 
(Comeau, Cogliano), 10:27. 2, Dallas, Fak- 
sa 14 (Bishop, Janmark), 12:23. 3, Dallas, 
Seguin 30 (Benn, Radulov), 15:16 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Dallas, Seguin 31 
(Heiskanen), 10:34 (pp). 5, Winnipeg, 
Connor 33 (Hayes), 11:03. 6, Winnipeg, 
Laine 30 (Trouba, Connor), 15:10 (pp). 7, 
Dallas, Faksa 15 (Nichushkin, Radulov), 
19:20. 

Shots on Goal-Dallas 12-17-8-37. 
Winnipeg 8-11-4-23. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 2 of 
4; Winnipeg 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Dallas, Bishop 26-15-2 (23 
shots-21 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
32-21-2 (36-32). 

A-15,321 (15,321). T-2:30. 

Red Wings 3, Sharks 2 

Detroit 1 1 1-3 

San Jose 0 0 2—2 

First Period— 1, Detroit, Larkin 28 
(Mantha, Bertuzzi), 0:38. 

Second Period— 2, Detroit, Athanaslou 
29 (Hirose), 15:37. 

Third Period-3, Detroit, Ehn 3 (Helm, 
Glendening), 8:35 (sh). 4, San Jose, Kane 
28 (Heed, Thornton), 8:55 (pp). 5, San 
Jose, HertI 33 (Meier, Labanc), 19:55. 

Shots on Goal-Detroit 10-8-5-23. San 
Jose 11-12-18-41. 

Power-play opportunities— Detroit 0 
of 1; San Jose 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Detroit, Bernier 8-18-5 (41 
shots-39 saves). San Jose, Jones 34-17-5 
(23-20). 

■ -17,393 (17,562). T-2:25. 


Scoring ieaders 

Through Monday 

GP ( 

Nikita Kucherov, TB 


Connor McDavid, EDM 
Patrick Kane, CHI 
Leon DraisaitI, EDM 
Brad Marchand, BOS 
Sidney Crosby, PIT 
Steven Stamkos, TB .. .. 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 76 37 
Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 76 35 
Brayden Point, TB 75 40 

Mitchell Marner, TOR 76 25 
Aleksander Barkov, FLA 76 34 


77 38 
71 38 

74 41 

75 43 
75 34 
74 33 
77 41 


A PTS 

83 121 
70 108 
61 102 


Murray, Penguins 
roll past Rangers 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The surging 
Pittsburgh Penguins are clos¬ 
ing in on the top spot in their 
division. 

Teddy Blueger scored twice, 
Matt Murray made 33 saves and 
the Penguins rallied from an 
early two-goal deficit for a 5-2 
victory over the New York Rang¬ 
ers on Monday night. 

“I thought we didn’t have a 
great start,” Blueger said. “We 
know we have the firepower in 
here to get back in those kinds 
of games. We didn’t get down on 
ourselves. We kept pushing each 
Other.” 

Blueger centered the second 
line, with Evengi Malkin out of 
the lineup due to an upper-body 
injury. 

“He’s playing an important role 
for us right now, especially with 
Geno out of the lineup, and he’s 
done a great job,” Penguins coach 
Mike Sullivan said. 

Sullivan said after the game 
that Malkin, who has been out 
since leaving a game against St. 
Louis on March 16, did not skate 
Monday but “skated a couple of 
days prior to that.” 

Justin Schultz, Nick Bjugstad 
and Matt Cullen also scored for 
Pittsburgh. Phil Kessel and Mar¬ 
cus Pettersson each added two 
assists. 

Kings 3, Flames 0: Backup 
goaltender Jack Campbell made 
42 saves in his second shutout of 
the season and visiting Los An¬ 


geles beat Western Conference¬ 
leading Calgary. 

Red Wings 3, Sharks 2: Dylan 
Larkin scored in the first minute, 
Jonathan Bernier had 38 saves 
and visiting Detroit beat San 
Jose. 

Maple Leafs 7 , Panthers 5: 

John Tavares had the first four- 
goal game of his career, lead¬ 
ing host Toronto to the win over 
Florida. 

Lightning 5, Bruins 4: Steven 
Stamkos scored twice and fin¬ 
ished with four points, and host 
Tampa Bay became the fourth 
NHL team to win at least 59 
games in a season, rallying from 
two goals down to beat Boston. 

Devils 3, Sabres 1: Cory 
Schneider overcame an embar¬ 
rassing early, bad-hop goal from 
center ice, made 45 saves and 
got the benefit of having a game- 
tying, third-period tally nulli¬ 
fied for goaltender interference 
in leading host New Jersey past 
Buffalo. 

Predators 1, Wild 0: Juuse 
Saros made 29 saves for his third 
shutout of the season and Ryan 
Johansen scored a short-handed 
goal to lead visiting Nashville 
past Minnesota. 

Stars 5, Jets 2: Tyler Seguin 
and Radek Faksa each scored 
a pair of goals and visiting Dal¬ 
las snapped a two-game losing 
streak. 

Blues 3, Golden Knights 1: 

Ivan Barbashev, Zach Sanford 
and Ryan O’Reilly scored to help 
host St. Louis beat Vegas. 



Kathy Willens/AP 


Pittsburgh Penguins center Teddy Blueger, right, celebrates with 
right wing Phil Kessel after Blueger scored his second goal of the 
night Monday against the Rangers in New York. 
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Around the league 

Breaking down 
the playoff races 

The field is largely set, though there’s still 
seeding left to be decided in the final weeks 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — The playoff field is 
largely set. 

The positioning, that’s still any¬ 
one’s guess. 

So even while some of what we 
could have had for drama over 
the final 2 V 2 weeks of the NBA 
regular season won’t material¬ 
ize — LeBron James and the Los 
Angeles Lakers are already out of 
the playoffs, robbing us of one po¬ 
tential story line — the races for 
seedings and home-court edges 
now are almost certain to go down 
to the final days of the season. 

Milwaukee has the edge over 
all other teams in the race for 
the No. 1 overall seed. Dwyane 
Wade’s career still isn’t guaran¬ 
teed of going past Miami’s regu¬ 
lar-season finale in Brooklyn on 
April 10. Golden State, bidding 
for a third straight NBA cham¬ 
pionship and fourth in five years, 
still has a fight on its hands just to 
get the No. 1 seed in the Western 
Conference. 

“We’re ready to take on any 
challenger,” Warriors forward 
Draymond Green said. 

There have been nights where 
that’s looked like a very accurate 
statement. Others, not so much. 

The Warriors have lost twice 
by at least 33 points already this 
month, though in fairness they 
sat Klay Thompson in one of 
those games and Stephen Curry 
in the other. 

At least they know they’re going 
to the postseason. Not everyone 
has had that ability to exhale yet. 

San Antonio still hasn’t clinched 
a 22nd consecutive playoff spot, 
which would tie Philadelphia 
(1950-71, some of that as the Syr¬ 
acuse Nationals) for the league 
record, though the Spurs are well 
on their way. 

“That’s a good sign that they’re 
figuring it out,” Spurs coach 
Gregg Popovich said. 

Charlotte’s Tony Parker’s quest 
for an 18th straight playoff ap¬ 
pearance is in trouble. James’ 
run of 13 straight is over. Min¬ 
nesota’s Jeff Teague has been in 
the league for 10 years, and this 
is the first time he won’t be in the 
postseason. 

Golden State’s DeMarcus Cous¬ 
ins — finally — should play in a 
playoff game, barring injury. 

The Warriors are in that place 
where they’re tuning up for the 
postseason, but they also want to 
ensure that they close their time 
at Oakland’s Oracle Arena the 
right way before moving into a 
brand-new Chase Center in San 
Francisco next season. 


Let’s take a look at where things 
are: 

Eastern Conference 

In: No. 1 Milwaukee, No. 2 To¬ 
ronto, No. 3 Philadelphia, No. 4 
Indiana. 

The Bucks are in total control 
of the race for the No. 1 overall 
seed and home-court advantage 
throughout the playoffs. Really, 
the two interesting games left 
on their schedule are Tuesday 
against Houston (Giannis Ante- 
tokounmpo vs. James Harden in 
the MVP battle) and April 4 at 
Philadelphia (two teams that just 
don’t like one another). Toronto’s 
remaining schedule is the easiest 
left in the NBA, but the Raptors 
may have run out of time in their 
quest to catch the Bucks. 

On the verge: Boston. It’s only 
a matter of time. 

What's left: Technically, six 
teams — Detroit, Brooklyn, 
Miami, Orlando, Charlotte and 
Washington — for three spots. 
Washington’s odds are almost 
nonexistent. The Miami-Orlando 
game on Tuesday is enormous, es¬ 
pecially for the Heat. Brooklyn’s 
remaining schedule looks incred¬ 
ibly tough, unless the Nets run 
into some teams who rest stars on 
those nights. And with two games 
against Milwaukee in April, that’s 
possible. 

Out: Atlanta, Chicago, Cleve¬ 
land, New York. 

Western Conference 

In: No. 1 Golden State, No. 2 
Denver, No. 3 Houston. 

The race for No. 1 in the West 
is obviously important for home- 
court advantage through as many 
rounds as possible, but there’s 
something else for the War¬ 
riors and Nuggets to consider. 
If Houston — playoff-bound for 
a franchise-record-tying sev¬ 
enth straight year — finishes in 
the No. 3 spot (which is far from 
guaranteed), then the top-seeded 
team would avoid seeing James 
Harden until the West finals. The 
Warriors’ remaining schedule is 
a ton easier than what Denver has 
left. 

On the verge: Portland, the Los 
Angeles Clippers, Oklahoma City, 
Utah, San Antonio. The Spurs are 
eighth, but they have a very easy 
schedule left and shouldn’t have 
much trouble not only clinching, 
but possibly moving up a spot or 
two. 

Still with a tiny chance: Sacra¬ 
mento, which probably can’t lose 
more than one or two games the 
rest of the way. 

Out: Minnesota, the Los Ange¬ 
les Lakers, New Orleans, Mem¬ 
phis, Dallas and Phoenix. 



Randy L. Rasmussen/AP 

Trail Blazers center Jusuf Nurkic, on ground, was injured and left the 
court on a stretcher during the second overtime of Portland’s victory 
over beat the Brooklyn Nets on Monday. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


y-Milwaukee 

x-Toronto 

x-Philadelphia 

x-Indiana 

Boston 

Brooklyn 

Detroit 

Miami 


W L Pet GB 

55 19 .743 - 

51 23 .689 4 

47 27 .635 8 

45 29 .608 10 

43 31 .581 12 

38 37 .507 17'/2 

37 36 .507 17Vi 

36 37 .493 18'/2 


Orlando 

Charlotte 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Chicago 

Cleveland 

New York 


36 38 .486 19 

34 39 .466 20'/2 

30 44 .405 25 

26 48 .351 29 

21 53 .284 34 

19 55 .257 36 

14 60 .189 41 


Western Conference 


x-Golden State 

x-Denver 

x-Houston 

Portland 

Utah 

LA. Clippers 
San Antonio 
Oklahoma City 


W L Pet 

50 23 .685 

49 23 .681 

47 27 .635 

46 27 .630 

44 30 .595 

44 30 .595 

43 31 .581 

43 31 .581 


37 .493 14 

40 .452 17 

41 .438 18 

44 .413 20 

44 .405 20'/2 


Sacramento 
Minnesota 

New Orleans 
Memphis 

Dallas ^3 44 .J3/ 

Phoenix 17 58 .227 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Monday’s games 
Orlando 119, Philadelphia 98 
Memphis 115, Oklahoma City 103 
Utah 125, Phoenix 92 
Portland 148, Brooklyn 144 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Cleveland 
San Antonio at Charlotte 
Chicago at Toronto 
Orlando at Miami 
Atlanta at New Orleans 
Houston at Milwaukee 
L.A. Clippers at Minnesota 
Sacramento at Dallas 
Detroit at Denver 
Washington at L.A. Lakers 
Wednesday’s games 
Golden State at Memphis 
Indiana at Oklahoma City 
Portland at Chicago 
Washington at Phoenix 
L.A. Lakers at Utah 

Thursday’s games 
Brooklyn at Philadelphia 
Orlando at Detroit 
Dallas at Miami 
Toronto at New York 
Denver at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at Milwaukee 
Sacramento at New Orleans 
Cleveland at San Antonio 

Monday 

Jazz 125, Suns 92 


Iridges 0-5 1-2 1, Bender 
4-7 1-1 9, Melton 0-1 0- 


0-0 0, Holmes 1-2 0-0 2, Okobo 2_.. 

Fredette 1-10 4-4 6, Daniels 3-8 0-0 7. To¬ 
tals 31-76 23-28 92. 

UTAH - Ingles 6-11 0-0 14, Favors 9-13 
0-0 18, Gobert 9-11 9-11 27, Rubio 6-9 6-7 
18, Mitchell 4-14 0-0 10, Sefolosha 1-2 0-0 
2, O’Neale 2-2 0-0 5, Crowder 4-10 0-0 9, 
Udoh 1-1 0-0 2, Niang 1-10-0 3, Neto 2-4 4-5 
8, Korver 3-8 0-0 9. Totals 48-86 19-23 125. 
Phoenix 21 22 31 18-92 

Utah 26 36 26 37-125 

Three-point Goals—Phoenix 7-23 (Book¬ 
er 5-8, Bender 1-1, Daniels 1-5, Melton 0-1, 
Bridges 0-1, Okobo 0-2, Fredette 0-5), Utah 
10-21 (Korver 3-7, Ingles 2-3, Mitchell 2-4, 
O’Neale 1-1, Niang 1-1, Crowder 1-3, Se¬ 
folosha 0-1, Neto 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Phoenix 36 (Ayton 7), Utah 43 
(Gobert 10). Assists—Phoenix 12 (Okobo, 
Booker 4), Utah 31 (Ingles 7). Total Fouls— 
Phoenix 18, Utah 23. Technicals—Holmes 2, 
Utah coach Jazz (Defensive three second), 
Neto. Ejected-Holmes. A-18,306 (18,306). 


Magic 119, 76ers 98 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 4-10 5-5 13, 
Harris 5-10 5-6 15, Embiid 8-15 3-6 20, 
McConnell 1-4 0-0 2, Redick 2-10 3-3 8, 
Bolden 1-2 0-0 3, Scott 3-5 0-0 7, Johnson 
0-0 0-0 0, Marjanovic 3-5 0-0 6, J.Simmons 
2-3 4-6 8, Milton 6-8 0-0 13, Smith 1-1 0-0 3. 
Totals 36-73 20-26 98. 

ORLANDO - Isaac 3-5 0-0 8, Gordon 5- 
12 0-0 12, Vucevic 11-21 4-4 28, Augustin 
2-4 0-0 4, Fournier 11-17 0-0 24, Iwundu 0- 
4 2-2 2, Martin 0-1 0-0 0, Jefferson 1-1 0-0 
2, Birch 2-4 6-10 10, Carter-Williams 5-8 
4-4 15, Caupain 1-2 0-0 2, Grant 2-2 0-0 5, 
Ross 2-6 2-3 7. Totals 45-87 18-23 119. 
Philadelphia 31 29 17 21- 98 

Orlando 31 26 32 30-119 

Three-point Goals—Philadelphia 6-23 
(Smith 1-1, Bolden 1-2, Scott 1-3, Embiid 
1-3, Milton 1-3, Redick 1-7, Harris 0-2, 
Butler 0-2), Orlando 11-29 (Isaac 2-3, Gor¬ 
don 2-4, Vucevic 2-5, Fournier 2-5, Grant 
1-1, Carter-Williams 1-3, Ross 1-4, Augus¬ 
tin 0-1, Martin 0-1, Iwundu 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Philadelphia 39 
(Embiid 10), Orlando 44 (Vucevic 11). As¬ 
sists—Philadelphia 20 (Butler 7), Orlando 
28 (Fournier 7). Total Fouls—Philadelphia 
18, Orlando 18. A-16,848 (18,846). 


Grizzlies 115, Thunder 103 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 10-29 5-6 
30, Grant 3-8 0-0 7, Adams 1-7 0-0 2, West¬ 
brook 6-20 3-6 16, Ferguson 4-4 2-2 13, 
Nader 1-4 0-0 2, Morris 2-5 0-0 4, Noel 1-1 
0-0 2, Schroder 9-14 5-6 25, Burton 1-3 0-0 
2. Totals 38-95 15-20 103. 

MEMPHIS - Holiday 6-13 2-2 17, Cabo- 
clo 8-13 4-4 24, Valanciunas 6-12 6-8 18, 
Dorsey 7-13 4-7 21, Wright 8-14 2-3 18, 
Parsons 3-9 1-1 8, Washburn 0-2 0-0 0, 
Rabb 2-6 3-4 7, Carter 0-7 2-2 2. Totals 40- 
89 24-31 115. 

Oklahoma City 23 25 30 25-103 

Memphis 31 23 32 29-115 

Three-point Goals—Oklahoma City 12- 
36 (George 5-15, Ferguson 3-3, Schroder 
2-4, Grant 1-3, Westbrook 1-6, Nader 0-1, 
Morris 0-2, Burton 0-2), Memphis 11-33 
(Cabocio 4-7, Dorsey 3-5, Holiday 3-8, Par¬ 
sons 1-4, Washburn 0-2, Wright 0-3, Cart¬ 
er 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Oklahoma City 41 (George 12), Memphis 
57 (Valanciunas 14). Assists—Oklahoma 
City 17 (Westbrook 7), Memphis 31 
(Wright 13). Total Fouls—Oklahoma City 
25, Memphis 18. Technicals—Memphis 
coach Grizzlies (Defensive three sec¬ 
ond). A-15,144 (18,119). 


Trail Blazers 148, 
Nets 144 (20T) 


BROOKLYN - Carroll 5-8 4-5 18, Kurucs 

2- 7 0-0 5, Allen 3-8 4-8 10, Russell 16-34 
4-8 39, Harris 4-13 4-6 13, Dudley 6-8 1-1 
15, Davis 2-2 2-3 6, Dinwiddle 6-15 7-7 22, 
LeVert 5-8 5-6 16. Totals 49-103 31-44 144. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 5-13 1-2 13, 
Aminu 2-8 2-2 6, Nurkic 13-24 6-8 32, Lil- 
lard 10-30 7-8 31, Layman 0-1 0-0 0, Collins 

4- 7 2-4 12, Kanter 4-8 2-2 12, Curry 6-13 

5- 6 20, Turner 1-1 0-0 2, Hood 8-16 1-2 18, 
Simons 0-0 2-2 2. Totals 53-121 28-36 148. 

Brooklyn 27 35 28 30 12 12-144 

Portland 31 31 33 25 12 16-148 

Three-point Goals—Brooklyn 15-42 
(Carroll 4-7, Dinwiddle 3-7, Russell 3-14, 
Dudley 2-3, LeVert 1-2, Kurucs 1-3, Harris 
1-6), Portland 14-45 (Lillard 4-16, Curry 

3- 7, Kanter 2-3, Collins 2-4, Harkless 2- 
5, Hood 1-5, Layman 0-1, Aminu 0-4). 
Fouled Out—Davis, Allen, Dinwiddle. Re¬ 
bounds—Brooklyn 59 (Davis 14), Port¬ 
land 55 (Nurkic 16). Assists—Brooklyn 25 
(Russell 8), Portland 35 (Lillard 12). Total 
Fouls—Brooklyn 31, Portland 30. Techni- 
cals-Aminu. A-20,188 (19,393). 


Calendar 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 
April 13 — Playoffs begin. 

May 14 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 
May 30 — NBA Finals begin. 


Roundup 

Blazers’ 
Nurkic 
injured in 
2 OT win 

Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — They 
had just clinched a playoff spot, 
though there were no cheers or 
celebrations from the Portland 
Trail Blazers. Instead, just silence 
and prayers for Jusuf Nurkic. 

The gruesome injury suffered 
by their center overshadowed ev¬ 
erything else Monday night. 

“Devastating,” Blazers coach 
Terry Stotts said. 

Nurkic had 32 points and 16 re¬ 
bounds before suffering his left 
leg injury in the second overtime, 
and the Blazers outlasted the 
Brooklyn Nets 148-144. 

“It made me sick to my stom¬ 
ach,” Blazers guard Damian Lil¬ 
lard said of Nurkic’s injury. “As 
I was walking over there, I saw 
everyone else turn around real 
quick and walk away, and then I 
look and I saw his leg.” 

Nurkic was hurt when his leg 
bent awkwardly as he battled for 
an offensive rebound. His leg was 
immobilized and he was removed 
on a stretcher while surrounded 
by members of both teams. Nur¬ 
kic was then transferred to a local 
hospital and the team said he sus¬ 
tained compound fractures to his 
left tibia and fibula. 

After the injury, the Blazers 
made enough plays to get the win, 
but then reality hit. 

“He wouldn’t want us to say, ‘All 
right, let’s feel sorry for ourselves 
and feel sorry for Nurk and not 
care as much,’ ” Lillard said. “So 
we’re going to finish the job, try to 
get the game, but I think after the 
game, that’s when it kicks in.” 

Jazz 125, Suns 92: Rudy Gob¬ 
ert scored a season-high 27 points 
and set the season NBA dunk re¬ 
cord to fuel host Utah to a victory 
over Phoenix, which got 59 points 
from Devin Booker. 

Booker topped his previous sea¬ 
son high of 55, set in December in 
a triple-overtime loss to Wash¬ 
ington. The fourth-year guard 
made five three-pointers and shot 
19-for-34 despite drawing several 
double-teams as the Jazz sought 
to prevent him from reaching 60 
points. 

Magic 119, 76ers 98: Nikola 
Vucevic had 28 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds, and host Orlando held 
Philadelphia without a field goal 
for nearly 12 minutes. 

The Magic outscored the 76ers 
30-5 in a second-half stretch in 
which Philadelphia missed 15 
straight shots. 

The Magic moved a half-game 
behind Miami in chasing the 
eighth playoff spot in the Eastern 
Conference. They were to visit 
the Heat on Tuesday. 

Grizzlies 115, Thunder 103: 
Bruno Cabocio scored a career- 
high 24 points, Tyler Dorsey 
added 21 and host Memphis beat 
Oklahoma City. 
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MLB 


MLB scoreboard 


American League 


East Division 


Baltimore 
Boston 
New York 
Tampa Bay 
Toronto 

Chicago 
Cleveland 
Detroit 
Kansas City 
Minnesota 

\ 

Seattie 
Houston 
Los Angeies 
Texas 
Oakland 


Central Division 


Central Division 


000 - 

000 - 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pi 

Atlanta 
Miami 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Washington 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 0 0 

Milwaukee 0 0 

Pittsburgh 0 0 

St. Louis 0 0 

West Division 
Arizona 0 0 

Colorado 0 0 

Los Angeles 0 0 

San Diego 0 0 

San Francisco 0 0 _ 

Thursday’s games 

Baltimore (Cobb 0-0) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Tanaka 0-0) 

Detroit (Zimmermann 0-0) at Toronto 
(Stroman 0-0) 

Houston (Verlander 0-0) at Tampa Bay 
(Snell 0-0) 

Chicago Cubs (Lester 0-0) at Texas 
(Minor 0-0) 

L.A. Angels (Cahill 0-0) at Oakland 
(TBD) 

Cleveland (Kluber 0-0) at Minnesota 
(Berrios 0-0) 

Chicago White Sox (Rodon 0-0) at Kan¬ 
sas City (Keller 0-0) 

Boston (TBD) at Seattle (TBD) 

N.Y. Mets (deGrom 0-0) at Washington 
(Scherzer 0-0) 

St. Louis (Mikolas 0-0) at Milwaukee 
(Chacin 0-0) 

Atlanta (Teheran 0-0) at Philadelphia 
(NolaO-0) 

Arizona (Greinke 0-0) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Ryu 0-0) 

Colorado (Freeland 0-0) at Miami 
(Urena 0-0) 

Pittsburgh (Taillon 0-0) at Cincinnati 
(TBD) 

San Francisco (TBD) at San Diego 
(Lauer 0-0) 

Friday’s games 

Detroit (TBD) at Toronto (TBD) 
Houston (Cole 0-0) at Tampa Bay 
(TBD) 

L.A. Angels (TBD) at Oakland (TBD) 
Boston (TBD) at Seattle (TBD) 
Colorado (TBD) at Miami (TBD) 

St. Louis (TBD) at Milwaukee (Peralta 
0-0) 

Arizona (TBD) at L.A. Dodgers (Strip¬ 
ling 0-0) 

San Francisco (TBD) at San Diego 
(Lucchesi 0-0) 

Saturday’s games 

Baltimore (TBD) at N.Y. Yankees (Pax¬ 
ton 0-0) 

Cleveland (TBD) at Minnesota (Odor- 
Izzi 0-0) 

Chicago White Sox (Lopez 0-0) at Kan¬ 
sas City (TBD) 

Detroit (TBD) at Toronto (TBD) 
Houston (TBD) at Tampa Bay (TBD) 
Chicago Cubs (TBD) at Texas (Volquez 
0-0) 

L.A. Angels (TBD) at Oakland (TBD) 
Boston (TBD) at Seattle (TBD) 

N.Y. Mets (Syndergaard 0-0) at Wash¬ 
ington (TBD) 

Pittsburgh (Williams 0-0) at Cincinnati 
(TBD) 

Atlanta (TBD) at Philadelphia (TBD) 
Colorado (TBD) at Miami (TBD) 

St. Louis (TBD) at Milwaukee (Wood¬ 
ruff 0-0) 

San Francisco (TBD) at San Diego 
(TBD) 

Arizona (TBD) at L.A. Dodgers (TBD) 


Calendar 


April 13-14 — St. Louis vs. Cincinnati at 
Monterrey, Mexico. 

May 4-5 — Houston vs. Los Angeles 
Angels at Monterrey, Mexico. 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts, Secau- 
cus, N.J. 

June 13 — Detroit vs. Kansas City at 
Omaha, Neb. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

June 19-20 — Owners meeting. New 
York. 

June 29-30 — New York Yankees vs. 
Boston at London. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 9 — All-Star Game at Cleveland. 

July 21— Hall of Fame induction, Coo- 
perstown, N.Y. 

July 31 — Last day to trade a player 
without securing waivers. 

Aug. 18 — Pittsburgh vs. Chicago Cubs 
at Wifliamsport, Pa. 


Study: Salaries on 
track for 2nd drop 



Mets pitcher Jacob deGrom has agreed to a five-year, $137.5 
million contract to stay with the team. 

Briefs 

Source: deGrom 
gets $137.5M deal 


By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Even with huge 
new contracts for Bryce Harper, 
Manny Machado and Nolan Are- 
nado, Mgjor League Baseball’s 
average salary is on track to drop 
on opening day for an unprec¬ 
edented second straight season, 
according to projections by The 
Associated Press. 

The 872 players on rosters and 
injured lists on Monday evening 
averaged $4.36 million, down 
from $4.41 million at the start of 
last season and $4.45 million on 
opening day in 2017, according to 
AP studies. 

Back-to-back drops follow con¬ 
secutive slow free-agent mar¬ 
kets that saw salaries slashed for 
many veterans, and top pitchers 
Dallas Keuchel and Craig Kim- 
brel remain unsigned as openers 
approached. 

This year’s exact figure could 
rise or fall when teams set open¬ 
ing-day rosters Thursday. The 
number will be impacted by how 
many players go on the injured 
list and how many lower-priced 
replacements are put on active 
rosters. In 2018, the average 
dropped slightly at the start when 
late-signing free agents Jake Ar- 
rieta of Philadelphia and Alex 
Cobb of Baltimore started the 
season in the minor leagues. 

Last season’s opening-day drop 
was only the second since the end 
of the 1994-95 strike, according 
to AP calculations, after a 2.7 per¬ 
cent decrease in 2004. The union 
determined its final average as 
$4,095,686, down $1,436 from 
2017, while MLB’s figure was 
$4,007,987, up from $3,955,920 in 
2017. The union includes option 
buyouts in its average calculation 
while MLB does not. 

Overall spending on big league 
payrolls fell last season for the 
first time since 2010, according 
to calculations by the commis¬ 


sioner’s office, an $18 million 
decrease to $4.23 billion attrib¬ 
utable to drug and domestic vio¬ 
lence suspensions and a player 
retiring at midseason. The only 
previous drops since 2002 were 
by $3 million in 2010 and by $32 
million in 2004. 

Pitchers are the five highest- 
paid players, led by Washington’s 
Max Scherzer at $37.4 million and 
Arizona’s Zack Greinke at $32.4 
million. Boston is set to lead the 
m^or leagues in payroll for the 
second straight year, followed by 
the Chicago Cubs and New York 
Yankees. For Scherzer and Gre¬ 
inke, deferred money is discount¬ 
ed to present-day value. 

Stagnant-to-down salaries 
might not change in the next year. 
The 2019-20 free-agent class lost 
many of its most attractive play¬ 
ers when Chris Sale, Justin Ver¬ 
lander, Nolan Arenado and Paul 
Goldschmidt agreed to new con¬ 
tracts during spring training. 
That left Gerrit Cole, Madison 
Bumgarner, Khris Davis, Xander 
Bogaerts, Didi Gregorius and An¬ 
thony Rendon to top the group for 
now. 

The players’ association is 
angry over the marketplace and 
is embarking with management 
on an unprecedented early start 
to labor negotiations that could 
lead to mgjor economic changes. 

“Free agency is part of what 
drives baseball’s economic sys¬ 
tem and it needs to remain a 
meaningful option for players 
going forward,” union head Tony 
Clark said in a statement. 

Scott Boras, an agent who 
prefers players to become free 
agents, advocates MLB and the 
union should adopt a “franchise 
player.” 

“Every club needs to allow des¬ 
ignation of a luxury tax exception, 
and that is they get a player that 
they can sign who is not included 
in their luxury tax computation,” 
he said Monday. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK —NLCy Young 
Award winner Jacob deGrom and 
the New York Mets have agreed 
to a $137.5 million, five-year con¬ 
tract, a person familiar with the 
negotiations told The Associated 
Press. 

The person spoke on the con¬ 
dition of anonymity Tuesday be¬ 
cause the agreement was subject 
to a successful physical. 

New York anci deGrom had 
agreed in January to a $17 mil¬ 
lion, one-year deal, and he was on 
track to be eligible for free agen¬ 
cy after the 2020 season. The new 
deal guarantees an additional 
$120.5 million for four seasons. 

His new deal calls for a $10 
million signing bonus, a $7 mil¬ 
lion salary this season, $23 mil¬ 
lion in 2020, $33.5 million each in 
2021 and 2022 and $30.5 million 
in 2023. The Mets have a $32.5 
million option for 2024. 

DeGrom is 55-41 with a 2.67 
ERA in five big league seasons. 


MLB suspends 
Giants’ head Baer 

SAN FRANCISCO — M^or 
League Baseball suspended 
San Francisco Giants President 
and CEO Larry Baer without 
pay through July 1 after a video 
showed him in a physical alterca¬ 
tion with his wife. 

Commissioner Rob Manfred 
said Tuesday his office conduct¬ 
ed an investigation of the events 
shown on a video released by TMZ 
of the altercation on March 1 be¬ 
tween Baer and his wife, Pam, in 
a San Francisco plaza. Manfred 
said he also talked to Baer. 

“I have concluded that Mr. 
Baer’s conduct was unacceptable 
under MLB policies and war¬ 
rants discipline,” Manfred said. 
“In determining the appropriate 
level of discipline, I find that Mr. 
Baer should be held to a higher 
standard because as a leader he 
is expected to be a role model for 
others in his organization and 
community. 


Value: Pitching hierarchy factors into opening day start 


FROM BACK PAGE 

of his status rather than his statistics is some¬ 
thing of a remnant of a bygone era. So what if 
your team, say, is facing an all-righty lineup? 
If a right-hander seems like the proper guy to 
send out there for Game 1, managers tend to 
do it. 

“There’s still a hierarchy on your pitching 
staff And certainly when you have estab¬ 
lished, veteran guys, it still matters to them,” 
said Houston Astros manager A. J. Hinch, who 
will use Justin Verlander on Thursday against 
the Tampa Bay Rays and 2018 AL Cy Young 
Award winner Blake Snell. “It also matters to 
your team. People want to name guys ‘aces.’ ” 

The choice is often an obvious one, such as 
for Mets-Nationals and Astros-Rays. 

Other times, though, it can get complicated, 
and this year is no exception. 

Take the Los Angeles Dodgers. Their natu¬ 
ral pick would Clayton Kershaw, but the lefty 
is beginning the season on the injured list. 
Walker Buehler and Rich Hill were ruled 
out, too. So the World Series runners-up the 
past two years are going with Hyun-Jin Ryu 
against Zach Greinke, an easier pick for the 


Arizona Diamondbacks. 

Sometimes, there’s not a bevy of optimal op¬ 
tions. Coming off a 115-loss season, the Balti¬ 
more Orioles planned to go with Alex Cobb to 
face the New York Yankees on Thursday, be¬ 
fore the righty had groin soreness in his final 
exhibition tuneup Sunday. Cobb was 5-15 with 
a 4.90 ERA in 2018. 

Fact is, Baltimore’s top two other starters 
— “top” being relative, of course — also each 
took at least 15 Ls a year ago. Yankees man¬ 
ager Aaron Boone counters with Masahiro 
Tanaka, because Luis Severino is sidelined 
with right shoulder inflammation. 

It’ll be Tanaka’s fourth start in the past five 
opening days for New York, which went 0-3 in 
his others. 

“Obviously, if you’re given the opportunity 
to pitch on that day, you want to go out and do 
your best,” Tanaka said through a translator. 
“If you look back, I don’t think I’ve necessar¬ 
ily been good on opening days.” 

Seattle Mariners manager Scott Servais 
went away from tradition for his team’s open¬ 
er against the Oakland Athletics in Japan last 
week, bypassing Felix Hernandez, who had 


made 10 consecutive Game 1 starts, the lon¬ 
gest active streak in the majors and surpassed 
by only four pitchers in history (Hall of Earner 
Jack Morris holds the record of 14 in a row). 

Hernandez, the 2010 AL Cy Young Award 
winner, boasts a 1.53 ERA in opening day ap¬ 
pearances but struggled this spring, to the 
tune of a 15.95 ERA. 

“We try to take as much of the emotion out 
of it as you can,” Servais said, “and do what’s 
best for our ballclub.” 

Still, King Felix did not hide his displeasure 
at giving up a slot he’d held for a full decade. 
Instead, Marco Gonzalez and Yusei Kikuchi 
started for Seattle in the two overseas games 
that officially got the season going. 

As much as getting that initial pitching 
assignment clearly counts for something to 
many, Houston’s Hinch knows the next 161 
games are equally valuable in the standings. 

“We should continue to make it a big deal 
to start on opening day,” Hinch said. “And we 
should make it a bigger deal to take your 33, 
34 starts and go wire-to-wire.” 

AP Sports Writer Jake Seiner in Peoria, Ariz., contrib¬ 
uted to this report. 
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NL East, listed in order of finish last year 

Atlanta Braves 

2018:90-72, first place, lost to Dodgers in Division Series. 

- ■"anager: Brian Snitker (fourth season). 

.._’s Here: 3B Josh Donaldson, C Brian McCann, C Raffy 
Lopez, RHP Josh Tomlin, pitching coach Rick Kranitz. He’s 
Outta Here: C Kurt Suzuki, RHP Anibal Sanchez, RHP Bran¬ 
don McCarthy, RHP Brad Brach, 3B Ryan Flaherty, RHP 
Peter Moylan, IB Lucas Duda, C Rene Rivera, OF Lane Ad- 
' ams, pitching coach Chuck Hernandez. 

Projected Lineup: CF Ender Inciarte (.265, 10 HRs, 61 RBIs, 28 SBs), 
3B Josn Donaldson (.246, 8, 23 with Toronto and Cleveland), IB Freddie 
Freeman (.309, 23, 98), LF Ronald Acuna Jr. (.293, 26, 64, 16 SBs), RF Nick 
Markakis (.297,14,93), C Tyler Flowers (.227,8,30) or Brian McCann (.212, 
7, 23 with Houston), 2B Ozzie Albies (.261, 24, 72, 14 SBs), SS Dansby 
Swanson (.238,14, 59). 

Rotation: RH Julio Teheran (9-3, 3.94 ERA, .196 opponents’ batting 
average), LH Sean Newcomb (12-9, 3.90), RH Kevin Gausman (10-11, 
3.92 vvith Braves and Orioles: 5-3, 2.87 in 10 starts for Atlanta), RH Mike 
Foltynewicz (13-10, 2.85, 202 Ks), RH Touki Toussaint (2-1, 4.03, 7 games) 
or RH Kyle Wright (0-0, 4.50, 4 games, 6 IP). 

Key Reiievers: RH Arodys Vizcaino (2-2, 2.11, 16/18 saves), LH A.J. 
Minter (4-3,3.23,15/17 saves), LH Jesse Biddle (6-1,3.11, 60 games). 

Hot Spot: Starting Rotation. Teheran will make his sixth straight 
opening day start for Atlanta on March 28 at Philadelphia. This was not 
the plan before Foltynewicz, who enjoyed a breakout 2018 season when 
he was an All-Star, developed a sore elbow this spring. Foltynewicz is 
expected to miss at least two weeks. Mike Soroka also had shoulder 
problems that prevented him from contending for a rotation spot. Gaus¬ 
man (shoulder) and Newcomb (control) also had difficulties this spring, 
causing concerns about the status of the rotation entering the season. 
Washington Nationals 
0, second place. 

Manager: Dave Martinez (second season). 

I He’s Here: LHP Patrick Corbin, RHP Anibal Sanchez, C 
Van Gomes, 2B Brian Dozier, RHP Kyle Barraclough, RHP 
Trevor Rosenthal, C Kurt Suzuki, IB Matt Adams, LHP Tony 
Sipp. He’s Outta Here: OF Bryce Harper, C Matt Wieters, 
RHP Tanner Roark, RHP Joaquin Benoit, RHP Jefry Rodri¬ 
guez, LHP Tim Collins. 

Projected Lineup: RF Adam Eaton (.301,5 HRs, 33 RBIs in 95 games), SS 
Trea Turner (.271, 19, 73, 103 runs, 43 SBs), 3B Anthony Rendon (.308, 24, 
92, 44 2Bs, .909 OPS), LF Juan Soto (.292, 22, 70, .923 OPS), IB Ryan Zim¬ 
merman (.264,13,51 in 85 games), 2B Brian Dozier (.215,21,72 with Twins 
and Dodgers), C Van Gomes (.266, 16, 48 with Indians), CF Victor Robles 
(.288, 3,10 in 21 games). 

Rotation: RH Max Scherzer (18-7, 2.53 ERA, 300 Ks, 220V3 IP), RH Ste¬ 
phen Strasburg (10-7, 3.74), LH Patrick Corbin (11-7, 3.15, 246 Ks, 200 IP 
with Diamondbacks), RH Anibal Sanchez (7-6, 2.83 with Braves), RH Jer¬ 
emy Hellickson (5-3,3.45). 

Key Relievers: LH Sean Doolittle (3-1, 1.60, 25/26 saves), RH Trevor 
Rosenthal (missed 2018 after Tommy John surgery; 3-4, 3.40,11 saves in 
2017 with Cardinals). 

Hot Spot: Bullpen. GM Mike Rizzo did as much reconfiguring with his 
relievers as any group of players on the roster, but questions remain. 
Is Rosenthal’s command going to be good enough to make his 100- 
plus mph fastball matter as he returns from Tommy John surgery? Will 
Barraclough be as effective as he was during a brief stint as a closer 
— or struggle as he also has done? Can Sipp be the effective lefty the 
team needs in a division with left-handed sluggers such as ex-team- 
mate Harper, Freddie Freeman and Robinson Cano? 

Philadelphia Phillies 

2018: 80-82, third place. 

- ‘'-nager: Gabe Kapler (second season). 

.._s Here: RF Bryce Harper, C J.T. Realmuto, SS Juan 
Segura, OF Andrew McCutchen, RHP David Robertson, 
LHP Jose Alvarez, LHP James Pazos, RHP Juan Nicasio. 
He’s Outta Here: IB Carlos Santana, C Jorge Alfaro, INF 
J.P. Crawford, C Wilson Ramos, INF Asdrubal Cabrera, LHP 
- Luis Avilan, OF Jose Bautista, IB Justin Bour, RHP Luis Gar¬ 
cia, LHP Aaron Loup. 

Projected Lineup: LF Andrew McCutchen (.255,20 HRs, 65 RBIs with Gi¬ 
ants and Yankees), SS Jean Segura (.304,10,63 with Mariners), RF Bryce 
Harper (.249, 34,100 with Nationals), IB Rhys Hoskins (.234, 34, 96), C J.T. 
Realmuto (.277, 21, 74 with Marlins), CF Odubel Herrera (.255, 22, 71), 3B 
Maikel Franco (.270 22,68), 2B Cesar Hernandez (.253,16,60,19 SBs). 

Rotation: RH Aaron Nola (17-6, 2.37 ERA, 224 Ks), RH Jake Arrieta (10- 
11, 3.96, 138 Ks), RH Nick Pivetta (7-14, 4.77), RH Vince Velasquez (9-12, 
4.85), RH Zach Efiin (11-8, 4.36). 

Key Relievers: RH David Robertson (8-3, 3.23, 5 saves with Yankees), 
RH Seranthony Dominguez (2-5, 2.95,16/20 saves). 

Hot Spot: Starting Rotation. Nola emerged as an All-Star and true ace 
last year but there's questions after him. Arrieta, the former Cubs ace, 
signed in mid-March last year and had an up-and-down season. He’s 
hoping a full spring training and offseason knee surgery will help him 
revert to his old form. Pivetta, Velasquez and Efiin gained valuable ex¬ 
perience last year, combining for 86 starts. The team has sought a left- 
handed starter to break up the righties. 

New York Mets 

85, fourth place. 

- Manager: Mickey Callaway (second season). 

He’s Here: GM Brodie Van Wagenen, 2B Robinson Cano, 
RHP Edwin Diaz, INF Jed Lowrie, C Wilson Ramos, RHP Jeu- 
rys Familia, LHP Justin Wilson, OF Keon Broxton, 1B-3B J.D. 
Davis, LHP Luis Avilan, LHP Hector Santiago, OF Rajai Da¬ 
vis, INF Adeiny Hechavarria, OF Carlos Gomez, RHP Kyle 
Dowdy, RHP Walker Lockett, OF Gregor Blanco, INF Danny 
Espinosa. He’s Outta Here: RF-IB Jay Bruce, INF Wilmer Flores, LHP Jerry 
Blevins, C Kevin Plawecki, RHP Anthony Swarzak, OF Austin Jackson, 
RHP A.J. Ramos, INF Jose Reyes, RHP Rafael Montero, C Jose Lobaton. 

Projected Lineup: LF Brandon Nimmo (.263, 17 HRs, 47 RBIs, .404 OBP, 
.886 OPS), 3B Jed Lowrie (.267, 23, 99 with Oakland; will miss start of 
season with knee injury) or Jeff McNeil (.329, 3, 19, .852 OPS), 2B Rob¬ 
inson Cano (.303, 10, 50, .845 OPS in 80 games with Seattle), C Wilson 
Ramos (.306, 15, 70, .845 OPS), RF Michael Conforto (.243, 28, 82, 159 Ks, 
.797 OPS), IB Pete Alonso (.285,36,119 in minors) SS Amed Rosario (.256, 
9, 51, .295 OBP, 24 SBs), CF Juan Lagares (.339, 0, 6 in 59 ABs). 

Rotation: RH Jacob deGrom (10-9, MLB-best 1.70 ERA, 269 Ks in 217 IP, 
won NL Cy Young Award), RH Noah Syndergaard (13-4, 3.03 in 25 starts), 
RH Zack Wheeler (12-7, 3.31; 9-1, 1.68 in last 11 starts), LH Steven Matz 
(5-11, 3.97 in 30 starts), LH Jason Vargas (7-9, 5.77 in 20 starts). 

Key Reiievers: RH Edwin Diaz (0-4, 1.96, MLB-high 57/61 saves, 0.79 
WHIP, 124 Ks in 73 games, 73 Va IP with Seattle). 

Hot Spots: Infield Corners and Center Field. Alonso and a rejuvenat¬ 
ed Smith were putting up big numbers at spring training in a spirited 
competition for the first base job. Both touted prospects could make 
the opening-day roster following the injuries to Frazier and Lowrie. t — 

York hopes the oft-injured Lagares and newcomer Keon Broxton _ 

sufficiently plug a hole in center field, at least against left-handers or 
until Yoenis Cespedes returns. The slugger is recovering from surgery 
and isn’t expected back before midseason at the earliest. 

Miami Mariins 

2018: 63-98, fifth place. 

- Manager: Don Mattingly (fourth season). 

He’s Here: C Jorge Alfaro, INF Neil Walker, OF Curtis 
Granderson, RH Sergio Romo, IB Pedro Alvarez, INF Deven 
Marrero, RHP Austin Brice. He’s Outta Here: C J.T. Real¬ 
muto, INF-OF Derek Dietrich, RHP Kyle Barraclough, RHP 
Nick Wittgren, LHP Dillon Peters. 

- Projected Lineup: LF Curtis Granderson (.242, 13 HRs, 

38 RBIs with Blue Jays and Brewers), 3B Brian Anderson (.273,11, 65), IB 
Neil Walker (.219,11,46 with Yankees), 2B Starlin Castro (.278,12,54), RF 
Garrett Cooper (.212, 0, 2 in 14 games) or Peter O’Brien (.273, 4,10 in 22 
games), CF Lewis Brinson (.199,11,42, .577 OPS), C Jorge Alfaro (.262,10, 
37,138 Ks with Phillies), SS Miguel Rojas (.252,11,53, 23 GIDP). 

Rotation: RH Jose Urena (9-12, 3.98 ERA, 12 HBP), RH Dan Straily (5-6, 
4.12), LH Wei-Yin Chen (6-12, 4.79), RH Trevor Richards (4-9, 4.42, 130 Ks 
in 126V3 IP), RH Pablo Lopez (2-4, 4.14 in 10 starts). 

Key Reiievers: RH Drew Steckenrider (4-4,3.90,5 saves, 71 games), RH 
Sergio Romo (3-4,4.14,25/33 saves with Rays). 

Hot Spot: Offense. Scoring will likely be a problem — again. The Mar¬ 
lins averaged 3.7 runs per game in 2018, last in the majors and well below 
the MLB average of 4.5. Miami also finished last in doubles, home runs, 
slugging and OPS, and that was with since-departed All-Star Realmuto. 


NL Central, listed in order of finish last year 

Milwaukee Brewers 

2018:96-67, first place, lost to Dodgers in NLCS. 

- Manager: Craig Counsell (fifth season). 

I He’s Here: C Yasmani Grandal, OF Ben Gamel, 2B-3B 
Cory Spangenberg, RH Josh Tomlin, LHP Alex Claudio, RHP 
Deolis Guerra, RHP Bobby Wahl. He’s Outta Here: LHP Gio 
Gonzalez, LHP Wade Miley, OF Keon Broxton, OF Domingo 
Santana, 2B Jonathan Schoop, RHP Joakim Soria, LHP Dan 
Jennings, OF Curtis Granderson, LHP Xavier Cedeno. 
Projected Lineup: CF Lorenzo Cain (.308, 10 HRs, 38 RBIs, 30 SBs, .395 
OBP), RF Christian Yelich (.326, 36, 110, 118 runs, 22 SBs, 1.000 OPS, NL 
MVP), LF Ryan Braun (.254, 20, 64, 11 SBs), 3B Travis Shaw (.241, 32, 86, 
.825 OPS), IB Jesus Aguilar (.274, 35, 108, .890 OPS), C Yasmani Grandal 
(.241, 24,68, .815 OPS with Dodgers), 2B Mike Moustakas (.251,28,95 with 
Royals and Brewers), SS Orlando Arcia (.236,3,30). 

Rotation: RH Jhoulys Chacin (15-8, 3.50 ERA), RH Corbin Burnes (7-0, 
2.61), RH Brandon Woodruff (3-0, 3.61), RH Freddy Peralta (6-4, 4.25), RH 
Zach Davies (2-7, 4.77). 

Key Reiievers: LH Josh Hader (6-1, 2.43, 12 saves, 143 Ks), RH Jeremy 
Jeffress (8-1, 1.29, 15 saves), RH Corey Knebel (4-3, 3.58, 16 saves), RH 
Chase Anderson (9-8,3.93 in 30 starts). 

Hot Spots: Starting Rotation and Injured Relievers. After Chacin, who 
set career highs with 15 wins, 35 starts and 156 strikeouts last year, the 
starting staff could be a work in progress for a while. A healthy Jimmy 
Nelson could provide a lift at some point. He missed last season follow¬ 
ing surgery on his right shoulder and will begin the year on the injured 
list, but was one of Milwaukee’s best starters in 2017. Davies also was 
hampered by injuries last year. Jeffress and Knebel were dealing with 
arm injuries at spring training, which could take a major toll on Milwau¬ 
kee’s dominant bullpen. 

Chicago Cubs 

2018:95-68, second place, lost to Colorado in wild-card game. 

- Manager: Joe Maddon (fifth season). 

He’s Here: INF Daniel Descalso, RHP Brad Brach, RHP 
Tony Barnette, RHP George Kontos, RHP Junichi Tazawa. 
He’s Outta Here: 2B Daniel Murphy, INF Tommy La Stella, 
LHP Justin Wilson, RHP Jesse Chavez, LHP Jorge De La 
Rosa, LHP Jaime Garcia. 

M Projected Lineup: 2B Ben Zobrist (.305, 9 HRs, 58 RBIs), 
3B Kris Bryant (.272,13, 52, .834 OPS), IB Anthony Rizzo (.283, 25,101, .846 
OPS), SS Javier Baez (.290, 34, 111, 21 SBs, .881 OPS), LF Kyle Schwarber 
(.238, 26, 61, .823 OPS), C Willson Contreras (.249, 10, 54), RF Jason Hey¬ 
ward (.270, 8, 57), CF Albert Almora Jr. (.286, 5, 41) or Ian Happ (.233, 15, 
44). 

Rotation: LH Jon Lester (18-6, 3.32 ERA), RH Yu Darvish (1-3, 4.95), LH 
Cole Hamels (9-12, 3.78, 188 Ks with Rangers and Cubs), RH Kyle Hen¬ 
dricks (14-11, 3.44, 161 Ks), LH lose Quintana (13-11, 4.03). 

Key Reiievers: RH Brandon Morrow (0-0, 1.47, 22 saves), RH Pedro 
Strop (6-1, 2.26, 13 saves), RH Steve Cishek (4-3, 2.18, 4 saves), RH Carl 
Edwards Jr. (3-2, 2.60), LH Mike Montgomery (5-6, 3.99), RH Brad Brach 
(2-4, 3.59, 12 saves with Orioles and Braves), RH Brandon Kintzler (3-3, 
4.60,2 saves with Nationals and Cubs). 

Hot Spot: Dugout. Maddon is beginning the final year of his contract 
after the team declined to offer him an extension over the winter. He 
also is working with a revamped coaching staff. Former major league 
infielder Mark Loretta takes over as bench coach after Brandon Hyde 
became the manager in Baltimore. Anthony lapoce replaced the fired 
Chili Davis as hitting coach, and Tommy Hottovy was promoted to pitch¬ 
ing coach after Jim Hickey resigned for personal reasons. 

St. Louis Cardinals 

2018: 88-74, third place. 

Manager: Mike Shildt (first full season). 

He’s Here: IB Paul Goldschmidt, LHP Andrew Miller, C 
Matt Wieters, CF Drew Robinson. He’s Outta Here: RHP 
Luke Weaver, RHP Bud Norris, IB Matt Adams, RHP Tyson 
Ross, C Carson Kelly. 

Projected Lineup: 3B Matt Carpenter (.257, 36 HRs, 81 

- RBIs), RF Dexter Fowler (.180, 8, 31), IB Paul Goldschmidt 

(.290, 33,83 with Diamondbacks), LF Marcell Ozuna (.280, 23, 88), SS Paul 
DeJong (.241,19, 68), C Yadier Molina (.261, 20, 74), 2B Kolten Wong (.249, 
9, 38), CF Harrison Bader (.264, 12, 37). 

Rotation: RH Miles Mikolas (18-4, 2.83 ERA), RH Jack Flaherty (8-9, 
3.34), RH Michael Wacha (8-2, 3.20), RH Adam Wainwright (2-4, 4.46), RH 
Dakota Hudson (4-1, 2.63). 

Key Relievers: RH Jordan Hicks (3-4, 3.59, 6 saves), LH Andrew Miller 
(2-4, 4.24 with Indians), RH John Brebbia (3-3, 3.20), RH John Gant (7-6, 
3.47 in 26 games, 19 starts). 

Hot Spot: Outfield. Fowler gets a chance to bounce back this season, 
but the Cardinals won’t wait for him forever. Ozuna and Bader are solid 
at the other two positions, while Tyler O’Neill (.254, 9, 23 in 61 games) 
and Jose Martinez (.305, 17, 83) are ready to step into starting roles. 
Fowler needs to get off to a quick start — and keep it going — if he wants 
to hold down his job. 

Pittsburgh Pirates 
2018: 82-79, fourth place. 

- Manager: Clint Hurdle (ninth season). 

He’s Here: OF Lonnie Chisenhall, SS Erik Gonzalez, RHP 
Jordan Lyles. He’s Outta Here: SS Jordy Mercer, 2B Josh 
Harrison, RHP Ivan Nova. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Adam Frazier (.277, 10 HRs, 35 
RBIs, 23 2Bs), CF Starling Marte (.277, 20, 72, 33 SBs), LF 
Corey Dickerson (.300, 13, 55), IB Josh Bell (.261, 12, 62), 
3B Jung Ho Kang (.333, 0, 0), C Francisco Cervelli (.259,12, 57), RF Lonnie 
Chisenhall (.321, 1, 9 with Indians) or Gregory Polanco (.254, 23, 81), SS 
Erik Gonzalez (.265,1,16 with Indians). 

Rotation: RH Jameson Tallinn (14-10, 3.20 ERA, 179 Ks), RH Chris Ar¬ 
cher (6-8, 4.29,162 Ks with Rays and Pirates), RH Trevor Williams (14-10, 
3.11, 126 Ks), RH Joe Musgrove (6-9, 4.06), RH Jordan Lyles (3-4, 4.11 with 
Padres and Brewers) or RH Nick Kingham (5-7, 5.21). 

Key Relievers: LH Felipe Vazquez (4-2, 2.70, 37/42 saves), RH Keone 
Kela (3-3,3.44,24/26 saves with Rangers; 0-1, 2.93 with Pirates), RH Kyle 
Crick (3-2, 2.39,2 saves), RH Richard Rodriguez (4-3, 2.47). 

Hot Spots; Corner Infield. Pittsburgh managed the franchise’s fourth 
winning season since 1992 despite significant power issues from Bell 
at first base and Colin Moran (11 HRs, 58 RBIs) at third. Bell is hoping a 
busy offseason that included an overhaul in his approach will help him 
return to his 2017 form when he mashed 26 home runs. Moran lost the 
starting job to Kang, who hit 36 home runs in 2015 and 2016 before his 
arrest on DUI charges in his native South Korea in late 2016 threatened 
to derail his career. Any chance at making inroads in a hyper-competi¬ 
tive NL Central will rely heavily on Pittsburgh’s ability to generate more 
offense. 

Cincinnati Reds 

7-95, fifth place. 

— Manager: David Bell (first season). 

He’s Here: OF Yasiel Puig, OF Matt Kemp, LHP Alex 
Wood, RHP Sonny Gray, RHP Tanner Roark, C Kyle Farmer, 
LHP Zach Duke, SS Jose Iglesias, INF Derek Dietrich. He’s 
Outta Here: Interim manager Jim Riggleman, RHP Homer 
Bailey, CF Billy Hamilton, RHP Matt Harvey, RHP Austin 
Brice, 2B Brandon Dixon. 

Projected Lineup: LF Jesse Winker (.299, 7, 43, .405 on-base percent¬ 
age), SS Jose Peraza (.288, 14, 58, 23 steals), IB Joey Votto (.284, 12, 67, 
108 walks), RF Yasiel Puig (.267,23,63 with Dodgers), 2B Scooter Gennett 
(.310, 23, 92), 3B Eugenio Suarez (.283, 34, 104), CF Scott Schebler (.255, 
17, 49), C Tucker Barnhart (.248,10, 46). 

Rotation: RH Luis Castillo (10-12, 4.30 ERA), RH Sonny Gray (11-9, 4.90 
with Yankees), RH Anthony DeSclafani (7-8,4.93), RH Tanner Roark (9-15, 
4.34 with Nationals), LH Alex Wood (9-7,3.68 with Dodgers). 

Key Relievers: RH Raisel Iglesias (2-5, 2.38, 30/34 saves), RH Jared 
Hughes (4-3, 1.94, 7 saves), RH David Hernandez (5-2, 2.53), RH Michael 
Lorenzen (4-2,3.11,1 save), LH Zach Duke (5-5,4.15 with Twins and Mari¬ 
ners), LH Amir Garrett (1-2, 4.29). 

Hot Spots: Center Field and Leadoff Hitter. The Reds gave up on Ham¬ 
ilton after another season of struggling to reach base, leaving a hole 
at the most important spot in the outfield. Prized prospect Nick Senzel 
is learning to play center and will likely get a chance at some point. 
Schebler is the most experienced in center, although Puig also could 
play there. Bell experimented with Lorenzen playing center field — his 
college position — when he’s not pitching. Winker or Peraza could bat 
leadoff, depending upon the starter. Juggling the outfield will be one of 
Bell’s biggest challenges in his first season as manager. 



NL West, listed in order of finish last year 

Los Angeles Dodgers 

2018: 92-71, first place, lost to Boston in World Series. 

- Manager: Dave Roberts (fourth season). 

He’s Here: CF A.J. Pollock, RHP Joe Kelly, C Russell 
Martin, LHP Adam McCreery. He’s Outta Here: SS Man¬ 
ny Machado, OF Matt Kemp, OF Yasiel Puig, C Yasmani 
Grandal, LHP Alex Wood, 2B Brian Dozier, RHP Ryan Mad- 
son, C Kyle Farmer, 2B Chase Utley, RHP John Axford, RHP 
Josh Fields, RHP Daniel Hudson, LHP-RHP Pat Venditte. 

Projected Lineup: LF Joe Pederson (.248, 25 HRs, 56 RBIs) or LF-2B- 
SS Chris Taylor (.254, 17, 63, team-high 178 Ks in 155 games), 3B Justin 
Turner (.312, 14, 52), SS Corey Seager (.267, 2, 13 in 26 games before 
elbow and hip operations), 1B-2B Max Muncy (.263, 35, 79, .973 OPS) 
or 1B-3B David Freese (.282, 9, 42 with Pirates; .385, 2, 9 with Dodgers), 
CF A.J. Pollock (.257, 21, 65 with Arizona), RF Cody Bellinger (.260, 25, 
76, 151 Ks in 162 games), 2B-SS-OF Enrique Hernandez (.256, 21, 52), 
C Austin Barnes (.205, 4, 14 in 200 ABs) or Russell Martin (.194, 10, 25 
with Toronto). 

Rotation: LH Clayton Kershaw (9-5, 2.73 ERA, team-high 155 Ks), RH 
Walker Buehler (8-5, 2.62,151 Ks in 137‘A IP), LH Rich Hill (11-5,3.66,150 
Ks), LH Hyun-Jin Ryu (7-3, 1.97), RH Kenta Maeda (8-10, 3.81), RH Ross 
Stripling (8-6, 3.02, 136 Ks). 

Key Relievers: RH Kenley Jansen (1-5, 3.01, 38/42 saves), RH Pedro 
Baez (4-3,2.88), RH Joe Kelly (4-2,4.39 with Boston), LH Caleb Ferguson 
(7-2, 3.49, 2 saves), RH Dylan Floro (3-1, 1.63), LH Scott Alexander (2-1, 
3.68), RH J.T. Chargois (2-4, 3.34). 

Hot Spot: Sore Arms. Kershaw won’t start on opening day and is 
expected to begin the season on the injured list, ending his streak of 
pitching eight straight openers. The three-time Cy Young Award win¬ 
ner dealt with left shoulder inflammation during spring training. Bue¬ 
hler, coming off a stellar rookie season, had a sore shoulder early this 
spring and didn’t make his first Cactus League appearance until there 
was a week left in camp. Those injuries, in addition to Tony Cingrani 
opening the season on the injured list, could present Urias with a role 
working multiple innings in relief. Urias gained valuable experience in 
the 2018 postseason. 

Colorado Rockies 

2018: 91-72, second place, wild card, lost to Milwaukee in Division 

Manager: Bud Black (third season). 

He’s Here: IB Daniel Murphy, IB Mark Reynolds. He’s 
Outta Here: 2B DJ LeMahieu, RHP Adam Ottavino, OF Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, OF Matt Holliday, OF Gerardo Parra, C Drew 

Projected Lineup: RF Charlie Blackmon (.291, 29 HRs, 
70 RBIs), 3B Nolan Arenado (.297, 38, 110), IB Daniel Mur- 

ly (.299, 12, 42 with Nationals and Cubs), SS Trevor Story (.291, 37, 

8), LF David Dahl (.273,16, 48), CF Ian Desmond (.236, 22, 88), 2B Ryan 
McMahon (.232, 5, 19 in 181 ABs), C Chris lannetta (.224, 11, 36). 

Rotation: LH Kyle Freeland (17-7, 2.85 ERA, lowest full-season ERA 
for starting pitcher in team history), RH German Marquez (14-11, 3.76, 
club-record 230 Ks), RH Jon Gray (12-9, 5.12,183 Ks), LH Tyler Anderson 
(7-9, 4.55), RH Antonio Senzatela (6-6, 4.38) or RH Chad Bettis (5-2, 5.06 
as starter and reliever). 

Key Reiievers: RH Wade Davis (3-6, 4.13, led NL with team-record 
43/49 saves), RH Scott Oberg (8-1, 2.46), RH Seunghwan Oh (2-0, 2.57 
with Rockies; 4-3, 2.68 with Toronto). 

Hot Spot: Second Base. Colorado could take a look at McMahon, 
Garrett Hampson or Pat Valaika to fill the void left by LeMahieu, who’s 
now with the New York Yankees. On the horizon could be prospect 
Brendan Rodgers, a first-round draft pick in 2015. 

Arizona Diamondbacks 

2018: 82-80, third place. 

Manager: Torey Lovullo (third season). 

He’s Here: RHP Luke Weaver, C Carson Kelly, OF Adam 
Jones, INF Wilmer Flores, RHP Greg Holland. He’s Outta 
Here: IB Paul Goldschmidt, CF A.J. Pollock, LHP Patrick 
Corbin, C Jeff Mathis, INF Daniel Descalso, RHP Clay Bu- 
chholz, OF Jon Jay, INF-OF Chris Owings, RHP Brad Box- 
berger, RHP Randall Delgado, LHP Jake Diekman, RHP 
Shelby Miller, RHP Brad Ziegler, C Chris Stewart. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Ketel Marte (.260,14 HRs, 59 RBIs), 3B Eduardo 
Escobar (.272, 23, 84 with Minnesota and Arizona), LF David Peralta 
(.293, 30,84), RF Steven Souza Jr. (.220, 5, 29), IB Jake Lamb (.222, 6, 31), 
CF Adam Jones (.281, 15, 63 with Baltimore), SS Nick Ahmed (.234, 16, 
70), C Carson Kelly (.114, 0, 3 with St. Louis). 

Rotation: RH Zack Greinke (15-11 3.21 ERA), LH Robbie Ray (6-2, 3.93), 
RH Zack Godley (15-11,4.74), RH Luke Weaver (7-11,4.95 with St. Louis), 
RH Merrill Kelly (first big league season). 

Key Reiievers: RH Archie Bradley (4-5, 3.64, 3 saves), RH Greg Hol¬ 
land (2-2, 4.66 with St. Louis and Washington), RH Yoshihisa Hirano (4- 
3, 2.44), RH Andrew Chafin (1-6, 3.10). 

Hotspot: Closer. The competition between Bradley and Holland was 
underwhelming through the spring as both candidates struggled. Brad¬ 
ley had some issues in late innings last season and has been bothered 
by a stiff neck this spring, but has a high-velocity fastball and the per¬ 
sonality for the closer’s role. Holland was once one of baseball’s best 
closers before getting injured, but had an up-and-down 2018 season. 

San Francisco Giants 

2018: 73-89, fourth place. 

Manager: Bruce Bochy (13th season). 

He’s Here: LHP Drew Pomeranz, OF Gerardo Parra, C 
Rene Rivera, OF Cameron Maybin, C Stephen Vogt, LHP 
Travis Bergen, INF Yangervis Solarte. He’s Outta Here: OF 
Hunter Pence, OF Gregor Blanco, OF Gorkys Hernandez, 
C Nick Hundley, RHP Hunter Strickland, RHP Derek Law. 

Projected Lineup: CF Steven Duggar (.255, 2 HRs, 17 
RBIs), 2B Joe Panik (.254, 4, 24), C Buster Posey (.284, 5, 
41), IB Brandon Belt (.253, 14, 46), 3B Evan Longoria (.244, 16, 54), SS 
Brandon Crawford (.254,14,54), RF Gerardo Parra (.284,6,53 with Rock¬ 
ies), LF Mac Williamson (.213, 4, 11). 

Rotation: LH Madison Bumgarner (6-7, 3.26 ERA), LH Derek Holland 
(7-9,3.57), RH Dereck Rodriguez (6-4,2.81), LH Drew Pomeranz (2-6,6.08 
with Red Sox), RH Jeff Samardzija (1-5, 6.25). 

Key Reiievers: LH Will Smith (2-3, 2.55,14/18 saves), LH Tony Watson 
(4-6, 2.59), RH Mark Melancon (1-4, 3.23, 3 saves), RH Sam Dyson (4-3, 
2.69, 3 saves), LH Reyes Moronta (5-2, 2.49,1 save). 

Hot Spot: Outfield. After making a failed run in free agency at Bryce 
Harper, the Giants go into the season with no power in their outfield. 
The projected starters combined for just 12 homers last season, and 
Parra’s 14 long balls in 2015 are the most for any of the three in a sin¬ 
gle season. Not exactly like the old days when Barry Bonds could hit 
that many in a month. Even the possible reserves such as Maybin and 
Austin Slater aren’t exactly sluggers, giving little hope that there’s an 
answer for 2019 in the organization. 

San Diego Padres 

2018: 66-96, fifth place. 

- Manager: Andy Green (fourth season). 

He’s Here: 3B Manny Machado, 2B Ian Kinsler, INF 
Greg Garcia, RHP Garrett Richards. He’s Outta Here: SS 
Freddy Galvis, LHP Clayton Richard, INF Carlos Asuaje, 
C A.J. Ellis. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Ian Kinsler (.240, 14 HRs, 48 RBIs 
with Angels and Red Sox), IB Eric Hosmer (.253, 18, 69), 
3B Manny Machado (.297, 37, 107 with Orioles and Dodgers), RF Franmil 
Reyes (.280,16,31), CF Wil Myers (.253,11,39), LF Hunter Renfroe (.248,26, 
68), SS Luis Urias (.208,2,5 in 12 games), C Austin Hedges (.231,14, 37). 

Rotation: LH Joey Lucchesi (8-9, 4.08 ERA), LH Eric Lauer (6-7, 4.34), 
RH Chris Paddack (7-3, 2.10 at Class A and Double-A), LH Matt Strahm 
(3-4, 2.05), LH Logan Allen (14-6, 2.54 at Double-A and Triple-A) or RH 
Cal Quantrill (9-6,4.80 at Double-A and Triple-A). 

Key Reiievers: RH Kirby Yates (5-3, 2.14, 12 saves), RH Craig Stam- 
men (8-3, 2.73), RH Robert Stock (1-1, 2.50), RH Adam Warren (3-2, 3.14 
with Yankees and Mariners). 

Hot Spot: Starting Rotation. It’s still young and somewhat inexpe¬ 
rienced. Lucchesi and Lauer made their big league debuts last sea¬ 
son. Paddack wowed everyone at spring training and most likely won 
a spot. Lucchesi is expected to make the opening day start against 
San Francisco at Petco Park. Fans will see more and more of the farm 
system’s vaunted pitchers, starting with Paddack and likely including 
Allen and Quantrill. 

—Associated Press 
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AL East, listed in order of finish last year 

Boston Red Sox 

2018: 108-54, first place, World Series champions. 

Manager: Alex Cora (second season). 

He’s Here: OF Gorkys Hernandez, RHP Jenrry Mejia. 
He’s Outta Here: RHP Craig Kimbrel, RHP Joe Kelly, 2B 

Projected Lineup: LF Andrew Benintendi (.290, 16 
HRs, 87 RBIs), RF Mookie Betts (.346, 32, 80, 129 runs, 30 
steals), DH J.D. Martinez (.330, 43, MLB-best 130), SS Xan- 
der Bogaerts (.288,23,103), IB Steve Pearce (.284,11, 42, .890 OPS in 76 
games) or Mitch Moreland (.245,15,68), 3B Rafael Devers (.240, 21,66), 
2B Dustin Pedroia (played in only 3 games because of knee injury) or 
Brock Holt (.277, 7, 46 in 109 games) or Eduardo Nunez (.265, 10, 44), C 
Christian Vazquez (.207, 3,16 in 80 games) or Sandy Leon (.177, 5, 22 in 

89 games), CF Jackie Bradley Jr. (.234,13, 59). 

Rotation: LH Chris Sale (12-4, 2.11 ERA, 237 Ks in 158 IP), LH David 
Price (16-7, 3.58,177 Ks in 176 IP), RH Nathan Eovaldi (6-7, 3.81), RH Rick 
Porcello (17-7,4.28,190 Ks in lOVs IP), LH Eduardo Rodriguez (13-5,3.82, 
146 Ks in 129 Va IP). 

Key Relievers: RH Matt Barnes (6-4, 3.65), RH Ryan Brasier (2-1,1.60), 
RH Brandon Workman (6-1, 3.27), RH Heath Hembree (4-1, 4.20). 

Hot Spots: Second Base and Closer. Pedroia was injured to start 
last season, then lasted only three games before returning to the dis¬ 
abled list and sitting out the rest of the year. The Red Sox are hoping 
he can remain healthy this time, with Nunez and Holt standing by as 
backup. The team is also looking for a closer after Kimbrel left as a 
free agent. 

New York Yankees 

2018: 100-62, second place, wild card, lost to Boston in Division Se- 

Manager: Aaron Boone (second season). 

He’s Here: LHP James Paxton, RHP Adam Ottavino, 
INF DJ LeMahieu, SS Troy Tulowitzki, LHP Gio Gonza¬ 
lez. He’s Outta Here: RHP David Robertson, OF Andrew 
McCutchen, RHP Sonny Gray, RHP Lance Lynn, INF Neil 
I Walker, INF Ronald Torreyes, SS Adeiny Hechavarria, LHP 
Justus Sheffield. 

Projected Lineup: CF Brett Gardner (.236, 12 HRs, 45 RBIs, 16 SBs) or 
Aaron Hicks (.248, 27, 79), RF Aaron Judge (.278, 27, 67, .919 OPS in 112 
games), LF Giancarlo Stanton (.266, 38, 100, .852 OPS, 211 Ks), IB Luke 
Voit (.322,15, 36 in 47 games), C Gary Sanchez (.186,18, 53 in 89 games), 
DH Greg Bird (.199, 11, 38 in 82 games), 3B Miguel Andujar (.297, 27, 92), 
2B Gleyber Torres (.271, 24, 77), SS Troy Tulowitzki. 

Rotation: RH Masahiro Tanaka (12-6, 3.75 ERA, 159 Ks in 156 IP), LH 
James Paxton (11-6, 3.76, 208 Ks), LH J.A. Happ (17-6, 3.65), RH Luis Sev- 
erino (19-8, 3.39, 220 Ks), LH CC Sabathia (9-7, 3.65), RH Domingo Ger¬ 
man (2-6,5.57 in 14 starts) or RH Jonathan Loaisiga (2-0,5.11 in 4 starts) 
or LH Gio Gonzalez (10-11, 4.21) or LH Jordan Montgomery (2-0, 3.62). 

Key Relievers: LH Aroldis Chapman (3-0, 2.45), LH Zack Britton (2-0, 
3.10), RH Adam Ottavino (6-4, 2.43), RH Chad Green (8-3, 2.50), RH Dellin 
Betances (4-6,2.70). 

Hot Spot: Trainer’s Room. The key hot spots for the Yankees are 
flare-ups on medical scans, with shortstop Didi Gregorius (.268, 27,86, 
out until summer following Tommy John surgery), Hicks, Severing, Sa¬ 
bathia and forgotten outfielder Jacoby Ellsbury all starting the season 
on the injured list. 

Tampa Bay Rays 

2018: 90-72, third place. 

- 1 Manager: Kevin Cash (fifth season). 

He’s Here: RHP Charlie Morton, C Mike Zunino, OF Avi- 
sail Garcia, INF Yandy Diaz, OF Guillermo Heredia, RHP 
Emilio Pagan. 

He’s Outta Here: Coaches Rocco Baldelli and Char¬ 
lie Montoyo, OF Mallex Smith, IB-OF Jake Bauers, RHP 
I Sergio Romo, IB C.J. Cron, RHP Chih-Wei Hu, OF Carlos 
Gomez, C Adam Moore, LHP Vidal Nuno. 

Projected Lineup: RF Austin Meadows (.250, 1, 4 in 10 games), LF 
Tommy Pham (.343, 7, 22 in 39 games), IB Ji-Man Choi (.269, 8, 27 in 49 
games) or Yandy Diaz (.312,1,15 in 39 games), DH Avisail Garcia (.276, 
19,49 in 97 games), 3B Matt Duffy (.294,4,44) or Daniel Robertson (.262, 
9,24 in 88 games), 2B Joey Wendle (.300,7,61), CF Kevin Kiermaier C217, 
7, 29 in 88 games), SS Willy Adames (.278, 10, 34 in 85 games), C Mike 
Zunino (.201, 20, 44 in 113 games). 

Rotation: LH Blake Snell (21-5,1.89 ERA, 221 Ks in 180 Vs IP), RH Char¬ 
lie Morton (15-3, 3.13, 201 Ks), RH Tyler Glasnow (1-5, 4.20 in 11 starts). 
Openers will fill fourth and fifth turns in rotation, with LH Ryan Yar¬ 
brough (16-6, 3.91 in 38 appearances, 6 starts), RH Yonny Chirinos (5-5, 
3.51,18 appearances, 7 starts) and LH Jalen Beeks (5-0,4.47,12 appear¬ 
ances, 0 starts) among those following. 

Key Relievers: RH opener Ryne Stanek (2-3, 2.98), LH Jose Alvarado 
(1-6, 2.39), RH Diego Castillo (4-2, 3.18), RH Emilio Pagan (3-1, 4.35), RH 
Chaz Roe (1-3,3.58), RH Hunter Wood (1-1,3.73). 

Hot Spot: Starting Pitching. While Cy Young Award winner Snell, 
who led the majors in wins and posted the AL’s lowest ERA, heads a 
potentially superb three-man rotation also featuring Morton and Glas¬ 
now, the Rays also plan to continue using “openers” — relievers who 
start games and generally face three to nine batters — in place of tra¬ 
ditional fourth and fifth starters. 

Toronto Blue Jays 

2018: 73-8 9, fourth place. 

- 1 Manager: Charlie Montoyo (first season). 

He’s Here: RHP Clay Buchholz, INF Freddy Galvis, RHP 
Matt Shoemaker, RHP David Phelps, LHP Clayton Rich¬ 
ard, RHP Bud Norris, RHP John Axford, INF Eric Sogard, 
RHP Jason Adam. He’s Outta Here: Manager John Gib¬ 
bons, C Russell Martin, RHP Marco Estrada, SS Troy Tu- 
I lowitzki, INF Aledmys Diaz, INF Yangervis Solarte, RHP 
Oliver Drake, RHP Tyler Clippard, OF Dwight Smith Jr. 

Projected Lineup: RF Randal Grichuk (.245, 25 HRs, 61 RBIs), 2B 
Lourdes Gurriel Jr. (.281, 11, 35), IB Justin Smoak (.242, 25, 77), DH Ken- 
drys Morales (.249, 21, 57), LF Billy McKinney (.252, 6, 13 in 38 games) 
or Teoscar Hernandez (.239, 22, 57), 3B Brandon Drury (.169, 1, 10), CF 
Kevin Pillar (.252,15,59), SS Freddy Galvis (.248,13, 67), C Danny Jansen 
(.27, 3, 8 in 31 games). 

Rotation: RH Marcus Stroman (4-9, 5.54 ERA in 19 starts), RH Matt 
Shoemaker (2-2, 4.94 in 7 starts), RH Aaron Sanchez (4-6, 4.89 in 20 
starts), LH Ryan Borucki (4-6, 3.87 in 17 starts), LH Clayton Richard (7- 
11, 5.33). 

Key Relievers: RH Ken Giles (0-3, 4.65), RH Bud Norris (3-6, 3.59), RH 
Ryan Tepera (5-5, 3.62), RH David Phelps, RH John Axford (4-1, 5.27). 

Hot Spot: Pitching Staff. There’s talent but also a history of injuries 
in the rotation. Stroman missed time with shoulder and blister prob¬ 
lems last year, while Sanchez has endured consecutive seasons of 
blister and finger woes after winning the AL ERA title in 2016. If those 
two are healthy and effective, the Blue Jays will have a base to build 

Baltimore Orioles 

2018: 47-115, fifth place, worst record in majors. 

- Manager: Brandon Hyde (first season). 

He’s Here: RH Nate Karns, INF Richie Martin, INF Rio 
Ruiz, C Jesus Sucre, INF Hanser Alberto, SS Alcides Es¬ 
cobar, OF Dwight Smith Jr., INF Drew Jackson. He’s Outta 
Here: Manager Buck Showalter, OF Adam Jones, INF Tim 
Beckham, C Caleb Joseph, DH Pedro Alvarez, LHP Don¬ 
nie Hart. 

Projected Lineup: CF Cedric Mullins (.235, 4 HRs, 11 RBIs in 45 
games), 2B Jonathan Villar (.260, 4, 46), DH Mark Trumbo (.261,17, 44 in 

90 games), IB Chris Davis (.168, 16, 49), LF Trey Mancini (.242, 24, 58), 
3B Rio Ruiz (.083, 0, 0 in 15 games) or Renato Nunez (.275, 7, 20 in 60 
games), RF Joey Rickard (.244, 8, 23), C Chance Sisco (.181, 2, 16 in 63 
games), SS Richie Martin. 

Rotation: RH Alex Cobb (5-15, 4.90 ERA, 102 Ks), RH Dylan Bundy (8- 
16, 5.45, 184 Ks), RH Andrew Cashner (4-15, 5.29), RH Mike Wright (4-2, 
5.55), RH David Hess (3-10, 4.88). 

Key Relievers: RH Mychal Givens (0-7, 3.99), LH Richard Bleier (3-0, 
1.93), RH Miguel Castro (2-7, 3.96), RH Tanner Scott (3-3, 5.40), LH Paul 
Fry (1-2, 3.35), RH Nate Karns (2-2, 4.17). 

Hot Spot: Bullpen. Zack Britton and Darren O’Day were dumped as 
part of the late summer purge, leaving a variety of relievers with not 
much of a track record. Givens throws hard, but his performance last 
season represented a huge drop-off from 2017, when he went 8-1 with 
a 2.75 ERA. Bleier was sharp before sustaining a season-ending injury, 
and there’s no telling if he will return to form. Castro, Scott and Fry 
run hot and cold. 


AL Central, listed in order of finish last year 

Cleveland Indians 

2018: 91-7 1, first place, lost to Houston in Division Series. 

Manager: Terry Francona (seventh season). 

He’s Here: IB-DH Carlos Santana, OF Carlos Gon¬ 
zalez, DH Hanley Ramirez, OF-IB Jake Bauers, C Kevin 
Plawecki, OF Jordan Luplow, RHP Chih-Wei Hu, RHP Nick 
Wittgren, LHP Oliver Perez, INF Ryan Flaherty, C Dioner 
Navarro. He’s Outta Here: OF Michael Brantley, DH Edwin 
Encarnacion, LHP Andrew Miller, RHP Cody Allen, C Yan 
Gomes, IB Yonder Alonso, 3B Yandy Diaz, 2B Erik Gonzalez. 

Projected Lineup: SS Francisco Lindor (.277,38 HRs, 92 RBIs), 3B Jose 
Ramirez (.270, 39, 105, 34 steals), CF Leonys Martin (.251, 9, 29 in 78 
games), IB Carlos Santana (.229, 24, 86 in 161 games), LF Jake Bauers 
(.201,11,48 in 96 games) or Carlos Gonzalez (.276,16,64 in 132 games), 
DH Hanley Ramirez (.254, 6, 29 in 44 games), 2B Jason Kipnis (.230, 18, 
75), C Roberto Perez (.168, 2, 19, 70 Ks in 62 games), RF Tyler Naquin 
(.264, 3, 23 in 61 games). 

Rotation: RH Corey Kluber (20-7,2.89 ERA, 222 Ks, 215 innings), Trev¬ 
or Bauer (12-6, 2.21, 221 Ks in 175V3 innings), Carlos Carrasco (17-10, 
3.38, 2 complete games, 231 Ks), Mike Clevinger (13-8, 3.02, 207 Ks), 
Shane Bieber (11-5, 4.55). 

Key Relievers: LH Brad Hand (0-1, 2.28), RH Dan Otero (2-1, 5.22), LH 
Adam Cimber (0-3, 4.05), RH Tyler Clippard (4-3, 3.67), LH Oliver Perez 
(1-1,1.39), LH Tyler Olson (2-1,4.94), RH Jon Edwards (0-0,3.12), RH Nick 
Goody (0-2, 6.94). 

Hot Spots: Bullpen and Outfield. Both look radically different in 
2019. The Indians’ decisions not to re-sign Allen, the team’s career 
saves leader, or Miller, who carried Cleveland to Game 7 of the 2016 
World Series, has put pressure on Francona to construct a relief corps 
to complement one of baseball’s best starting staffs. 

Minnesota Twins 

2018: 78-84, second place. 

- Manager: Rocco Baldelli (first season). 

He’s Here: INF Marwin Gonzalez, DH-OF Nelson Cruz, 
2B Jonathan Schoop, RHP Blake Parker, IB C.J. Cron, LHP 
Martin Perez. He’s Outta Here: Manager Paul Molitor, IB 
Joe Mauer, OF-DH Robbie Grossman, IB-DH Logan Mor¬ 
rison, 2B Logan Forsythe, RHP Ervin Santana, RHP Matt 
Belisle, RHP Alan Busenitz. 

Projected Lineup: RF Max Kepler (.224, 20 HRs, 58 RBIs, .997 field¬ 
ing percentage), SS Jorge Polanco (.288, 6, 42 in 77 games), DH Nelson 
Cruz (.256, 37,97), LF Eddie Rosario (.288,24, 77, 31 doubles), 3B Marwin 
Gonzalez (.247, 16, 68), IB C.J. Cron (.253, 30, 74), 2B Jonathan Schoop 
(.233, 21, 61), C Jason Castro (.143, 1, 3 in 19 games), CF Byron Buxton 
(.156, 0, 4, 42 Ks in 90 ABs). 

Rotation: RH Jose Berrios (12-11, 3.84 ERA, 202 Ks), RH Kyle Gibson 
(10-13, 3.62, 179 Ks), RH Jake Odorizzi (7-10, 4.49, 162 Ks), RH Michael 
Pineda (did not pitch), LH Martin Perez (2-7, 6.22 in 85‘A innings). 

Key Relievers: RH Trevor May (4-1, 3.20), LH Taylor Rogers (1-2, 2.63), 
RH Blake Parker (2-1, 3.26), RH Addison Reed (1-6, 4.50), RH Fernando 
Romero (3-3,4.69), RH Trevor Hildenberger (4-6, 5.42). 

Hot Spot: Closer. The role remains open after Fernando Rodney was 
traded away last summer, and Baldelli had not even committed to des¬ 
ignating a ninth-inning specialist. He could opt for a matchup-dictated 
committee approach. Either way, for the Twins to succeed in 2019 they 
will need a reliable core of relievers to emerge for tense late-game 
situations. Rogers, who finished last season on a 26-inning scoreless 
streak that’s the fifth-longest in club history, gives them a good start. 
The addition of Parker, the primary closer for the Angels last year, 
presents another piece. May, a converted starter who returned from 
Tommy John surgery that kept him out the entire 2017 season and first 
half of 2018, is another strong candidate for those critical outs in the 


eighth and ninth. Gonzalez’s arrival a week into spring training < 
multi-positional everyday player was well-timed, with third baseman 
Miguel Sano out until at least early May due to a severe cut above his 
heel. 

Detroit Tigers 

2018: 64-98, third place. 

- Manager: Ron Gardenhire (second season). 

He’s Here: 2B Josh Harrison, LHP Matt Moore, RHP Ty- 
_jn Ross, SS Jordy Mercer, 2B Brandon Dixon. He’s Outta 
Here: DH Victor Martinez, SS Jose Iglesias, LHP Francis¬ 
co Liriano, C James McCann, RHP Alex Wilson, C Jarrod 
Saltalamacchia, RHP Artie Lewicki. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Josh Harrison (.250,8 HRs, 37 RBIs 
in 97 games), 3B Jeimer Candelario (.224,19, 54), RF Nicholas Castella¬ 
nos (.298,23,89), IB Miguel Cabrera (.299, 3,22 in 38 games), LF Christin 
Stewart (.267, 2, 10 in 17 games) or Mikie Mahtook (.202, 9, 29 in 67 
games), DH Niko Goodrum (.245, 16, 53), C Grayson Greiner (.219, 0, 12 
in 30 games) or John Hicks (.260, 9, 32 in 81 games), SS Jordy Mercer 
(.251, 6, 39), CF JaCoby Jones (.207, 11, 34). 

Rotation: RH Jordan Zimmermann (7-8, 4.52 ERA), LH Matthew Boyd 
(9-13, 4.39), LH Matt Moore (3-8, 6.79), RH Tyson Ross (8-9, 4.15), LH 
Daniel Norris (0-5, 5.68) or RH Spencer Turnbull (0-2, 6.06). 

Key Relievers: RH Shane Greene (4-6, 5.12), RH Joe Jimenez (5-4, 
4.31), LH Daniel Stumpf (1-5, 4.93), RH Buck Farmer (3-4, 4.15), RH Drew 
VerHagen (3-3, 4.63). 

Hot Spots: Toledo and Erie? The real action for the Tigers in 2019 
could take place in the minor leagues, where Detroit will hope for 
significant progress from pitchers Matt Manning, Franklin Perez and 
Beau Burrows — not to mention right-hander Casey Mize, the No. 1 
pick in last year’s draft. Young outfielder Daz Cameron might be able 
to help in the big leagues sooner than those pitchers. 

Chicago White Sox 

2018: 62-1 00, fourth place. 

- Manager: Rick Renteria (third season). 

He’s Here: RHP Ivan Nova, IB-DH Yonder Alonso, RHP 
Kelvin Herrera, RHP Alex Colome, OF Jon Jay, C James 
McCann, OF Brandon Guyer, RHP Ervin Santana. He’s 
Outta Here: OF Avisail Garcia, DH-INF Matt Davidson, 
RHP James Shields. 

Projected Lineup: RF Jon Jay (.268, 3 HRs, 40 RBIs), 3B 
Yoan Moncada (.235, 17, 61, major league-leading 217 Ks), IB-DH Jose 
Abreu (.265,22,78), DH-IB Yonder Alonso (.250,23,83), C Welington Cas¬ 
tillo (.259,6,15), LF Daniel Palka (.240,27,67), SS Tim Anderson (.240,20, 
64), 2B Yolmer Sanchez (.242, 8, 55), CF Adam Engel (.235, 6, 29). 

Rotation: LH Carlos Rodon (6-8, 4.18 ERA), RH Reynaldo Lopez (7-10, 
3.91), RH Lucas Giolito (10-13, 6.13, major league-leading 118 earned 
runs), RH Ivan Nova (9-9, 4.19), RH Ervin Santana (0-1, 8.03, 5 starts) or 
LH Manny Banuelos (9-7, 3.73 in 31 appearances). 

Key Relievers: RH Kelvin Herrera (2-3, 2.44), RH Alex Colome (7-5, 
3.04), RH Nate Jones (2-2,3.00), LH Caleb Frare (0-1, 5.14). 

Hot Spot: Third Base. Moncada’s development is something to 
watch. The White Sox need him to take a step forward and start deliv¬ 
ering the way they envisioned when they got him and pitcher Michael 
Kopech from Boston in the Chris Sale trade at the 2016 winter meet¬ 
ings. At 23, Moncada certainly has time — and room — to grow. The 
White Sox hope a position switch will help him cut down on errors. 

Kansas City Royals 

2018: 58-104, fifth place. 

Manager: Ned Yost (10th season). 

He’s Here: OF Billy Hamilton, RHP Brad Boxberger, INF- 
OF Chris Owings, RHP Chris Ellis, C Martin Maldonado. 
He’s Outta Here: RHP Brandon Maurer, RHP Nate Karns, 
RHP Jason Hammel. 

Projected Lineup: SS Adalberto Mondesi (.276,14 HRs, 
37 RBIs, 32 SBs), 2B Whit Merrifield (.304,12,60, MLB-best 
45 SBs), LF Alex Gordon (.245, 13, 54), IB Ryan O’Hearn 
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Astros). 

Rotation: RH Brad Keller (9-6, 3.08 ERA), RH Jake Junis (9-12, 4.37), 
LH Danny Duffy (8-12, 4.88), RH Ian Kennedy (3-9, 4.66), RH Jorge Lopez 
(2-5, 5.03 with Brewers and Royals). 

Key Relievers: RH Wily Peralta (1-0,3.67,14 saves), RH Brad Boxberg¬ 
er (3-7,4.39,32/40 saves with Diamondbacks), RH Kevin McCarthy (5-4, 
3.25), LH Tim Hill (1-4, 4.53), LH Brian Flynn (3-5, 4.04), LH Jake Diekman 
(1-3, 4.73 with Rangers and Diamondbacks). 

Hot Spot: Bullpen. The Royals expect their relief corps to be vastly 
improved this season, especially if former first-round pick Kyle Zim¬ 
mer can remain healthy and contribute out of the bullpen. The bullpen 
was among the worst in baseball last season, so the only direction the 
club can go is up in that department. 


AL West, listed in order of finish last year 

Houston Astros 

2018: 103-59, first place, lost to Boston in ALCS. 

-—I Manager: AJ Hinch (fifth season). 

A He’s Here: OF Michael Brantley, C Robinson Chirinos, 

# LHP Wade Miley, INF Aledmys Diaz. 

-B IFI He’s Outta Here: INF-OF Marwin Gonzalez, LHP Dallas 
Keuchel, RHP Charlie Morton, DH Evan Gattis, LHP Tony 
Sipp, C Brian McCann, C Martin Maldonado. 

_ Projected Lineup: CF George Springer (.265, 22 HRs, 

71 RBIs), 2B Jose Altuve (.315, 13, 61), 3B Alex Bregman (.286, 31, 103, 
AL-best 51 doubles, 84 walks, 82 Ks), IB Yuli Gurriel (.291, 13, 85), LF 
Michael Brantley (.309,17, 76), RF Josh Reddick (.242,17, 47), SS Carlos 
Correa (.239, 15, 65), DH Tyler White (.276, 12, 42, .888 OPS in 66 games) 
or Tony Kemp (.263, 6, 30 in 97 games), C Robinson Chirinos (.222, 18, 
65). 

Rotation: RH Justin Verlander (16-9, 2.52 ERA, AL-high 290 Ks and 
only 37 walks in 214 IP), RH Gerrit Cole (15-5, 2.88, 2nd in AL with 276 
Ks in 20OV3 IP), RH Collin McHugh (6-2, 1.99 in 58 relief appearances), 
LH Wade Miley (5-2,2.57), RH Brad Peacock (3-5,3.46 in 61 appearances 
with 1 start). 

Key Relievers: RH Roberto Osuna (2-2, 2.37), RH Ryan Pressly (2-1, 
2.54), RH Hector Rondon (2-5, 3.20), RH Will Harris (5-3, 3.49), RH Josh 
James (2-0, 2.35), RH Chris Devenski (2-3,4.18). 

Hot Spot: Back Of The Rotation. The Astros have two of baseball’s 
best starters in Verlander and Cole. After that, things are less certain. 
Houston lost free agents Morton and Keuchel this winter, and Lance 
McCullers Jr. will miss the entire season after Tommy John surgery. 
That leaves Miley, McHugh and Peacock to step in and round out the 
group. McHugh and Peacock both spent last season in the bullpen. 

Oakland Athletics 

2018: 97-65, second place, lost to Yankees in wild-card game. 
Manager: Bob Melvin (ninth season). 

He’s Here: INF Jurickson Profar, RHP Marco Estrada, 
RHP Joakim Soria, OF Robbie Grossman, C Nick Hund¬ 
ley, LHP Jerry Blevins, INF Cliff Pennington, C Chris Her¬ 
rmann. He’s Outta Here: INF Jed Lowne, C Jonathan Lu- 
croy, RHP Jeurys Familia, RHP Shawn Kelley, RHP Edwin 

_ Jackson, RHP Emilio Pagan, OF Matt Joyce, RHP Cory Ge- 

, RHP Kendall Graveman. 

Projected Lineup: LF Robbie Grossman (.273, 5 HRs, 48 RBIs), 3B Matt 
Chapman (.278, 24, 68,42 2Bs, 100 runs), IB Matt Olson (.247, 29, 84), DH 
Khris Davis (.247, MLB-best 48, 123), RF Stephen Piscotty (.267, 27, 88, 
41 2Bs), 2B Jurickson Profar (.254, 20, 77), CF Ramon Laureano (.288, 5, 
19 in 48 games), SS Marcus Semien (.255,15, 70), C Nick Hundley (.241, 
10,31). 

Rotation: RH Mike Fiers (12-8, 3.56 ERA), RH Marco Estrada (7-14, 

5.64) , LH Brett Anderson (4-5, 4.48), RH Frankie Montas (5-4, 3.88), RH 
Aaron Brooks (9-4, 3.35 at Triple-A). 

Key Relievers: RH Blake Treinen (9-2, 0.78 ERA), RH Joakim Soria (3- 
4, 3.12), RH Fernando Rodney (4-3, 3.36), RH Lou Trivino (8-3, 2.92), RH 
Yusmeiro Petit (7-3, 3.00), LH Ryan Buchter (6-0, 2.75), LH Jerry Blevins 
(3-2, 4.85), RH Liam Hendriks (0-1, 4.13 ERA). 

Hot Spot: Starting Rotation. The A’s playoff stay proved to be brief 
last season when they used Hendricks as an “opener” against the Yan¬ 
kees and he allowed two runs in the first inning of a 7-2 loss. Oakland 
added Estrada but he had a 5.27 ERA over the past two seasons in To¬ 
ronto and hardly seems like the answer. The best hope for the rotation 
seems to be if Sean Manaea (shoulder) and Jharel Cotton (elbow) are 
able to return from serious injuries at some point this season. 

Seattle Mariners 

2018: 89-73, third place. 

Manager: Scott Servais (fourth season). 

He’s Here: DH-IB Edwin Encarnacion, SS Tim Beck¬ 
ham, OF Mallex Smith, OF-IB Jay Bruce, OF Domingo 
Santana, C Omar Narvaez, SS J.P. Crawford, LHP Yusei 
Kikuchi, RHP Hunter Strickland, RHP Cory Gearrin, RHP 
Anthony Swarzak, LHP Justus Sheffield, RHP Erik Swan¬ 
son. He’s Outta Here: C Mike Zunino, 2B Robinson Cano, 
SS Jean Segura, DH Nelson Cruz, LHP James Paxton, RHP 
Edwin Diaz, OF Denard Span, OF Guillermo Heredia, RHP Alex Colome, 
OF Ben Gamel, INF-OF Andrew Romine, RHP Juan Nicasio. 

Projected Lineup: 2B Dee Gordon (.268,4 HRs, 36 RBIs, 30 SBs), RF-CF 
Mitch Haniger (.285, 26, 93, .859 OPS), IB-OF Jay Bruce (.223, 9, 37 in 94 
games), DH Edwin Encarnacion (.246, 32,107), LF-RF Domingo Santana 
(.265, 5, 20 in 85 games), 3B-1B Ryon Healy (.235, 24, 73), C Omar Nar¬ 
vaez (.275, 9, 30 in 97 games), SS Tim Beckham (.230, 12, 35), CF Mallex 
Smith (.296, 2, 40, 10 triples, tied for AL lead, 40 SBs, .367 OBP). 

Rotation: LH Marco Gonzales (13-9, 4.00 ERA, career-high I66V3 IP), 
LH Yusei Kikuchi (14-4,3.08,153 Ks with Seibu in Japan), RH Mike Leake 
(10-10, 4.36, 185V3 IP), LH Wade LeBlanc (9-5, 3.72, career-high 162 IP 
and 130 Ks), RH Felix Hernandez (8-14, 5.55, 27 HRs allowed). 

Key Relievers: RH Hunter Strickland (3-5, 3.97), LH Roenis Elias (1-0, 

2.65) , RH Dan Altavilla (3-2, 2.61), RH Chasen Bradford (5-0, 3.69), RH 
Matt Festa (0-0, 2.16). 

Hotspot: Bullpen. Seattle’s rotation could be solid enough, although 
there is concern about Hernandez. Its starting lineup, when healthy, 
projects similarly to last year’s offensive output. The bullpen is an¬ 
other story, and there are big question marks throughout. The hope is 
that Strickland’s temper has cooled and he can be the closer. 

Los Angeles Angels 

2018: 80-82, fourth place. 

Manager: Brad Ausmus (first season). 

He’s Here: RHP Cody Allen, C Jonathan Lucroy, RHP 
Matt Harvey, RHP Trevor Cahill, IB Justin Bour, OF Pe¬ 
ter Bourjos, INF Tommy La Stella, RHP Luis Garcia. He’s 
Outta Here: RHP Garrett Richards, RHP Matt Shoemaker, 
IB Jefry Marte, RHP Jim Johnson, LHP Jose Alvarez, RHP 
Blake Parker. 

Projected Lineup: RF Kole Calhoun (.208, 19 HRs, 57 
RBIs, .652 OPS), CF Mike Trout (.312, 39, 79, 1.088 OPS, 101 runs, 24 SBs), 
LF Justin Upton (.257, 30,85), DH Albert Pujols (.245,19,64, .700 OPS), IB 
Justin Bour (.227, 20, 59), SS Andrelton Simmons (.292, 11, 75), 3B Zack 
Cozart (.219,5,18 in 58 games), C Jonathan Lucroy (.241,4,51), 2B David 
Fletcher (.275,1, 25). 

Rotation: RH Trevor Cahill (7-4, 3.76 ERA), RH Matt Harvey (7-9, 4.94, 
131 Ks), RH Felix Pena (3-5, 4.18), LH Tyler Skaggs (8-10, 4.02), RH Jaime 
Barria (10-9, 3.41). 

Key Relievers: RH Cody Allen (4-6, 4.70), RH Justin Anderson (3-3, 
4.07), RH Cam Bedrosian (5-4, 3.80), RH Noe Ramirez (7-5, 4.54), RH Luis 
Garcia (3-1, 6.07), RH Hansel Robles (2-3, 3.70). 

Hot Spot: Starting Rotation. The Angels’ starting pitchers have de¬ 
veloped far too many injuries over the past two years, and this spring 
is already off to a bad start. Andrew Heaney won’t be ready for opening 
day because of elbow inflammation, and Skaggs has been battling arm 
fatigue. And don’t forget, Shohei Ohtani won’t pitch at all this season. 

Texas Rangers 

2018: 67-95, fifth place. 

- Manager: Chris Woodward (first season). 

He’s Here: 3B Asdrubal Cabrera, RHP Lance Lynn, RHP 
Zach McAllister, RHP Shawn Kelley, RHP Shelby Miller, 
LHP Drew Smyly, C Jeff Mathis, OF Hunter Pence. He’s 
Outta Here: Manager Jeff Banister, 3B Adrian Beltre, INF 
Jurickson Profar, C Robinson Chirinos, OF Ryan Rua, RHP 
Bartolo Colon, LHP Martin Perez, RHP Alex Claudio, CF 
Drew Robinson. 

Projected Lineup: DH Shin-Soo Choo (.264, 21 HRs, 62 RBIs, 92 BBs, 
.377 OBP), 2B Rougned Odor (.253, 18, 63), SS Elvis Andrus (.256, 6, 33), 
RF Nomar Mazara (.258, 20, 77), LF Joey Gallo (.206, 40, 92, 207 Ks), 3B 
Asdrubal Cabrera (.262, 23, 75), IB Ronald Guzman (.235, 16, 58), C Jeff 
Mathis (.200, 1, 20), CF Delino DeShields (.216, 2, 22, 20 SBs). 

Rotation: LH Mike Minor (12-8, 4.18 ERA), RH Edinson Volquez (4-8, 
4.19 in 2017), RH Lance Lynn (10-10, 4.77 in 31 games), LH Drew Smyly 
(7-12, 4.88 in 2016), RH Shelby Miller (0-4,10.69 in 5 games). 

Key Relievers: RH Jose Leclerc (2-3,1.56), RH Chris Martin (1-5,4.54), 
RH Jesse Chavez (5-2, 2.55), LH Jeffrey Springs (1-1, 3.38), RH Shawn 
Kelley (2-0, 2.94), RH Connor Sadzeck (0-0, 0.96), RH Zach McAllister 
(1-2, 6.20), RH Jason Hammel (4-14, 6.02). 

Hot Spot: Starting Rotation. While all five starters have had success 
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WOMEN'S NCAA TOURNAMENT 



Missouri State players celebrate Monday after defeating third-seeded Iowa State 69-60 in a second-round game of the Women’s NCAA 
Tournament in Ames, Iowa. The llth-seeded Lady Bears haven’t advanced this far in the tournament since 2001. 

Missouri State crashes Sweet 16 


Lady Bears knock off No. 3 Cyclones; Jackrabbits advance for first time 


By Doug Feinberg 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The Sweet 16 is 
set and Missouri State is crashing 
the party for the first time in 18 
years. 

The llth-seeded Lady Bears, 
who last made it this far in 2001 
when the team made its historic 
Final Four run, are the only dou¬ 
ble-digit seed to reach the region¬ 
al semifinals. It’s the ninth time 
in 10 years that a team seeded 10 
or lower has reached the Sweet 
16. Missouri State knocked off 
Iowa State on the Cyclones’ home 
court to advance. 

Missouri State had gone one- 
and-done in its previous four 
NCAA appearances. 

“Wow. That was amazing,” 
said Missouri State coach Kellie 
Harper, who won three national 
championships as a point guard 
under Pat Summitt at Tennes¬ 
see. “We did it our way. This is a 
dream come true.” 

While Notre Dame and Baylor 
cruised to easy victories, Mis¬ 
souri State wasn’t the only lower 
seed to advance. Six seeds UCLA 
and South Dakota State also 
pulled off surprising wins, beat¬ 
ing Maryland and Syracuse, re¬ 
spectively, on their home courts. 


It’s the first trip to the Sweet 16 
ever for the Jackrabbits. 

“It’s a great, great, great day to 
be a Jackrabbit,” said South Da¬ 
kota State coach Aaron Johnston, 
who suffered a fat lip in the post¬ 
game celebration. 

Next up, UCLA will try to do 
something the school has never 
done — beat UConn. The Hus¬ 
kies have won all five meetings, 
including a 15-point win in the 
Sweet 16 in 2017. The Huskies 
won at UCLA by 18 points last 
year. 

Conference dominance 

The Pac-12 had five of its six 
teams advance to the round of 
16 — the most of any conference. 
Oregon State will join UCLA in 
Albany, N.Y. Oregon and Arizona 
State advance to play in Portland, 
Ore., on Sunday. Stanford rallied 
to beat BYU and reach the Chi¬ 
cago Regional. 

“For five teams to be in the 
Sweet 16 is a great statement 
about our league,” Stanford coach 
Tara VanDerveer said. “Congrats 
to UCLA and Oregon State. That’s 
awesome.” 

It’s the second time in three 
years that the Pac-12 has had five 
teams in the Sweet 16. The SEC 


and ACC each have three teams, 
with the Big 12, Big Ten, Ameri¬ 
can, Missouri Valley and Summit 
all having one team. 

Getting big 

Three of the finalists for the 
Lisa Leslie Award, given to the 
best center in the country, are 
still playing. Baylor’s Kalani 
Brown, Mississippi State’s Te- 
aira McCowan and Iowa’s Megan 
Gustafson are still around. If the 
Lady Bears and the Hawkeyes 
win their next games. Brown and 
Gustafson will square off. Mc¬ 
Cowan could potentially face off 
with either one if two of the teams 
reach the Final Four. 

Attendance 

Fans turned out for the opening 
round, with no place better than 
Iowa for attendance. The Hawk- 
eyes drew an average of 11,548 
over the first two rounds, includ¬ 
ing 12,376 for its second-round 
win over Missouri. The average 
is the highest total in the past five 
years, topping South Carolina, 
which had over 10,500 in 2015 
and 2018. The average atten¬ 
dance at the 16 first-round sites 
was 5,299 for the first- and sec¬ 
ond-round games. It’s the highest 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


UCLA guard Japreece Dean 
is fouled by Maryland guard 
Channise Lewis during the 
second half of their second- 
round game Monday in College 
Park, Md. UCLA won 85-80. 

average attendance for the open¬ 
ing rounds since 2008. 

Falling short 

Iowa State star Bridget Car- 
leton had 31 points in the loss to 
Missouri State. She finished just 
seven points shy of tying Angie 
Welle’s career scoring record at 
the school with 2,149 points. 


Scoreboard 


GREENSBORO REGIONAL 
First Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Waco, Texas 

California 92, North Carolina 72 
Baylor 95, Abilene Christian 38 

At Raleigh, NX. 

Kentucky 82, Princeton 77 
N.C. State 63, Maine 51 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
At Charlotte, N.C. 

South Carolina 72, Florida State 64 
At Iowa City 
Iowa 68, Missouri 52 

Monday, March 25 
At Waco, Texas 
Baylor 102, California 63 

At Raleigh, N.C. 

N.C. State 72, Kentucky 57 

Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 30 
At Greensboro, N.C. 

Baylor (33-1) vs. South Carolina (23-9) 
N.C State (28-5) vs. Iowa (28-6) 
Regional Championship 
Monday, April 1 
At Greensboro, N.C. 

Semifinal winners 

PORTLAND REGIONAL 
First Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Syracuse, N.Y. 

South Dakota State 76, Quinnipiac 65 
Syracuse 70, Fordham 49 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
At Starkville, Miss. 
Mississippi State 85, Clemson 61 
At Coral Gables, Fla. 

Arizona State 57, Miami 55 
At Eugene, Ore. 

Oregon 91, Indiana 68 

Monday, March 25 
At Syracuse, N.Y. 

South Dakota State 75, Syracuse 64 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
At Portland, Ore. 

Mississippi State (32-2) vs. Arizona 
State (22-10) 

South Dakota State (28-6) vs. Oregon 
(31-4) 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
At Portland, Ore. 

Semifinal winners 

CHICAGO REGIONAL 
First Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Notre Dame, Ind. 

Notre Dame 92, Bethune-Cookman 50 
Michigan State 88, Central Michigan 


7) 

4) 


7) 


At Ames, Iowa 

Missouri State 89, DePaul 78 
Iowa State 97, New Mexico State 61 

At Stanford, Calif. 

BYU 73, Auburn 64 
Stanford 79, UC Davis 54 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
College Station, Texas 
Texas A&M 78, Marquette 76 
Monday, March 25 
At Notre Dame, Ind. 

Notre Dame 91, Michigan State 63 
At Ames, Iowa 

Missouri State 69, Iowa State 60 

At Stanford, Calif. 

Stanford 72, BYU 63 

Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 30 
At Chicago 

Notre Dame (32-3) vs. Texas A&M (26- 
Missouri State (24-9) vs. Stanford (30- 

Regional Championship 
Monday, April 1 
At Chicago 
Semifinal winners 

ALBANY REGIONAL 
First Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Corvallis, Ore. 

Gonzaga 68, Little Rock 51 
Oregon State 80, Boise State 75, OT 
At College Park, Md. 
Maryland 73, Radford 51 
UCLA 89, Tennessee 77 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
At Louisville, Ky. 

Louisville 71, Michigan 50 
At Storrs, Conn. 

UConn 84, Buffalo 72 

Monday, March 25 
At Corvallis, Ore. 

Oregon State 76, Gonzaga 70 
At College Park, Md. 

UCLA 85, Maryland 80 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
At Albany, N.Y. 

Louisville (31-3) vs. Oregon State (26- 

UCLA (22-12) vs. UConn (33-2) 

Regional Championship 

Sunday, March 31 
At Albany, N.Y. 

Semifinal winners 

FINAL FOUR 
At Tampa, Fla. 

National Semifinals 
Friday, April 5 

Greensboro winner vs. Portland win- 


Albany winner vs. Chicago winner 

National Championship 
Sunday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 
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Busted Big 12 


Conference suffers early flameouts 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 


Scoreboard 


B ill Self stood in a room 
just off the court in 
Allen Fieldhouse on Se¬ 
lection Sunday and la¬ 
mented that the Big 12 managed 
to squeak only six schools into the 
NCAA Tournament. 

The Hall of Fame coach of Kan¬ 
sas pointed to the impressive non¬ 
conference wins that the league 
racked up in November and De¬ 
cember. He highlighted the fact 
that the league had four of the 
top seven teams when it came to 
strength of schedule, including 
his Jayhawks at No. 1. 

Well, so much for all of that. 
The first weekend of the NCAA 
Tournament was a slap in the 
face to a league that habitually 
considers itself the toughest in 
college basketball. Regular-sea¬ 
son co-champion Kansas State 
was beaten by UC Irvine in the 
biggest first-round upset, and Big 
12 Tournament champ Iowa State 
lost to No. 11 seed Ohio State in 
what may have been the second- 
biggest upset. 

All told, the league managed 
to send only Texas Tech to the 
Sweet 16, one year after it made 
up a quarter of all teams in the 
regional semifinals and still had 
three left in the Elite Eight. 

“We’re not supposed to be 
here,” said Red Raiders coach 
Chris Beard, whose team is left 
carrying the banner for the entire 
league after sharing the regular- 
season crown with the Wildcats. 

“They picked us bottom of the 
Big 12 and we haven’t gotten 
much respect this year,” Beard 
continued, “but these guys have 
continued to keep a chip on their 
shoulder and just realize that we 
can do a lot of things if we con¬ 
tinue to play as a team.” 

The Red Raiders have been 
impressive after limping into the 
tournament off a stunning loss to 
lowly West Virginia in the quar¬ 
terfinals of the Big 12 tourney. 
The No. 3 seed in the East Region 
cruised past Northern Kentucky, 
then routed sixth-seeded Buffalo 
to reach the Sweet 16. 

The rest of the Big 12 will be 
watching as they face No. 2 seed 
Michigan on Thursday night. 

The entire conference actually 
got off to a pretty special start, 
winning its first four games in the 
opening round. But things went 
off the rails when the Wildcats 
and Cyclones went down in the 
first round, and the league con¬ 
tinued to take its lumps over the 
weekend. 

Auburn never gave the Jay- 
hawks a chance in an 89-75 victo¬ 
ry. Virginia shut down Oklahoma 
with its vaunted defense. Gonza- 
ga had no problem with Baylor in 
advancing to the Sweet 16. 

That left Texas Tech as the lone 
Big 12 team in a regional final. 


EAST REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
At Washington 
Friday, March 29 

Duke (31-5) vs. Virginia Tech (26-8) 

AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m. Saturday GET; 
10:30 a.m. Saturday JKT 

Michigan State (30-6) vs. LSU (28-6) 
AFN-Sports, Midnight Friday GET; 8 
a.m. Saturday JKT 

Regional Ghampionship 
Sunday, March 31 
Semifinai winners 

SOUTH REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
At Louisville, Ky. 

Thursday, March 28 
Virginia (31-3) vs. Oregon (25-12) 
AFN-Sports2, 2:45 a.m. Friday GET; 
10:45 a.m. Friday JKT 

Tennessee (31-5) vs. Purdue (25-9) 
AFN-Sports2, 12:15 a.m. Friday GET; 
8:15 a.m. Friday JKT 

Regional Ghampionship 
Saturday, March 30 
Semifinai winners 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
At Kansas Gity, Mo. 

Friday, March 29 

North Carolina (29-6) vs. Auburn (28-9) 


AFN-Sports2,12:15 a.m. Saturday GET; 
8:15 a.m. Saturday JKT 

Kentucky (29-6) vs. Houston (33-3) 
AFN-Sports2, 2:45 a.m. Saturday GET; 
10:45 a.m. Saturday JKT 

Regional Ghampionship 
Sunday, March 31 
Semifinal winners 

WEST REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
At Anaheim, Galif. 

Thursday, March 28 
Gonzaga (32-3) vs. Florida State (29-7) 
AFN-Sports, Midnight Thursday GET; 8 
a.m. Friday JKT 

Michigan (30-6) vs. Texas Tech (28-6) 

AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m. Friday GET; 10:30 
a.m. Friday JKT 

Regional Ghampionship 
Saturday, March 30 
Semifinal winners 

FINAL FOUR 
At U.S. Bank Stadium 
Minneapolis 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, April 6 
East vs. West 
South vs. Midwest 

National Ghampionship 
Monday, April 8 
Semifinal winners 
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Kansas guard Devon Dotson buries his head in his hands during the 
elosing minutes of Saturday’s seeond-round loss to Auburn. 


matching the fewest the league 
has sent to the second weekend 
since getting shut out in 1998 — 
its second year in existence. 

And if the Red Raiders lose 
to the Wolverines? The last time 
the Big 12 failed to get a team to 
the Elite Eight was 2015, when 
both of its Sweet 16 entrants got 
knocked off 

“The thing about it is, it’s been 
a challenging year,” Self said. “I 
thought our kids hung in there and 
did a great job, for the most part. 
Their attitudes and everything 
was terrific. We didn’t muster 
up enough momentum like some 
past teams have to probably go on 
a run like other teams have.” 

Self is right in that there were 
some things beyond the Big 12’s 
control. 

In the case of the Jayhawks, 
they lost star center Udoka Azu- 
buike to season-ending wrist 
surgery, veteran guard Lagerald 
Vick left the team and Silvio de 
Sousa was rendered ineligible 
by the NCAA after his name sur¬ 
faced in connection with the FBI 


probe into Adidas and college 
basketball corruption. 

Baylor had to reinvent itself 
after losing talented forward 
Tristan Clark to a season-ending 
knee injury, while Kansas State 
played long stretches without 
point guards Kamau Stokes and 
Cartier Diarra, then entered the 
postseason without leading scor¬ 
er Dean Wade because of a foot 
injury. 

West Virginia dealt with inju¬ 
ries, defections and all manner of 
off-the-court strife. 

Part of the fallout was that the 
Big 12 failed to get the same kind 
of NCAA Tournament seeding 
that it has in past years, and that 
in turn resulted in tough early 
matchups. Gonzaga and Virginia 
are both No. 1 seeds, and Kansas 
lost to a team in Auburn that just 
won the SEC Tournament. 

“I got to be honest with you,” 
Self said, “when I saw Auburn as 
the five in our bracket. I’m going, 
T just watched them play anci 
they’re fast,’ and those are the 
teams we struggle most against.” 
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Superstar UFC fighter Conor McGregor announced on social media 
that he’s retiring from mbied martial arts. 


UFC’s McGregor 
says he’s retiring 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — UFC super- 
star Conor McGregor announced 
his retirement on social media 
Monday night, abruptly ending 
his remarkable fighting career. 

In a post on his verified Twitter 
account, the former UFC feath¬ 
erweight and lightweight cham¬ 
pion said: “I’ve decided to retire 
from the sport formally known as 
‘Mixed Martial Art’ today.” 

The post wishes his “old col¬ 
leagues well going forward in 
competition,” and says he would 
“join my former partners on 
this venture, alreaciy in retire¬ 
ment. Proper Pina Coladas on me 
fellas!” 

The name of the drink in the 
post appears to be a reference to 
Proper No. Twelve Whiskey, the 
loquacious Irishman’s burgeon¬ 
ing liquor venture. 

UFC President Dana White 
said in a text message to The As¬ 
sociated Press that McGregor’s 
announcement “totally makes 
sense.” 

“He has the money to retire, 
and his whiskey is KILLIN it,” 
White added. “If I was him, I 
would retire too. He’s retiring 
from fighting. Not from working. 
The Whiskey will keep him busy, 
and I’m sure he has other things 
he’s working on. He has been so 
fun to watch!!! He has accom¬ 
plished incredible things in this 
sport. I am so happy for him and 
I look forward to seeing him be as 
successful outside of the octagon 
as he was in it.” 

The 30-year-old McGregor is 
the most famous fighter in his 
sport, but he hasn’t won a fight 
since November 2016, when he 
beat Eddie Alvarez to become the 
first UFC fighter to hold cham¬ 
pionship belts in two divisions 
simultaneously. 

His only fight in 2017 was a loss 
to boxer Floyd Mayweather in the 
richest fight in boxing history. He 
finally returned to the UFC cage 
last October, but lost a lightweight 
title fight to Khabib Nurmagome- 
dov via submission in the fourth 
round. 

McGregor was widely expected 


to fight for the UFC later this year. 
A few hours before he announced 
his retirement, McGregor ap¬ 
peared on “The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon” in New 
York and claimed he was negoti¬ 
ating for a probable fight in July 
at UFC 239 in Las Vegas. 

“I don’t necessarily need to 
fight,” McGregor said on the 
show. “I am set for life. My fam¬ 
ily is set for life. We are good, but 
I am eager to fight, so we’ll see 
what happens.” 

McGregor has quit his sport 
before. He announced his retire¬ 
ment on Twitter in April 2016 
during a dispute with the UFC 
about the promotion of his next 
proposed bout. He reversed his 
decision two days later and fought 
in August 2016, winning his re¬ 
match with Nate Diaz. 

White believes this retirement 
is genuine, and McGregor has 
had plenty of action outside the 
cage to occupy his time. 

In April 2018, McGregor was 
charged with assault and crimi¬ 
nal mischief after he attacked a 
bus carrying UFC fighters out¬ 
side Barclays Arena in Brooklyn. 
McGregor was acting in revenge 
for a perceived slight against 
a teammate, and he eventually 
pleaded no contest to a count of 
disorderly conduct. 

Earlier this month, McGregor 
was arrested again in Miami 
Beach for stealing the phone of 
someone trying to take his photo, 
authorities said. McGregor was 
charged with robbery and crimi¬ 
nal mischief, but his attorney de¬ 
scribed the altercation as minor. 

McGregor also was suspended 
from MMA competition for six 
months and fined $50,000 for his 
role in a brawl instigated by Nur- 
magomedov immediately after 
their bout last October. 

If it sticks, McGregor’s retire¬ 
ment ends a remarkable rise for 
the former plumber from Dublin 
who became the biggest star in 
MMA with his heavy fists and 
self-promotional acumen. He 
won 15 consecutive fights during 
his rise, including a spectacular 
13-second knockout of Jose Aldo 
to win the featherweight title in 
December 2015. 
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Left: Washington Nationals 
pitcher Max Scherzer will get 
his fourth opening day start 
for Washin^on when the team 
hosts the Mets on Thursday 
afternoon. Below: Astros 
ace Justin Verlander got the 
starting nod against the Rays 
and 2018 AL Cy Young winner 
Biake Snell. 

Photos by Brynn Anderson (Scherzer) 
AND Jeff Roberson (Verlander)/AP 


STARTING 

VALUE 

In age of analytics, 
opening day nod still 
an honor for aces 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 


WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — As 
spring training neared its conclusion, a 
reporter mentioned to Washington Nation¬ 
als manager Dave Martinez that Max Scher¬ 
zer was not precisely on schedule to start on opening 
day. 

“He’s going to be lined up,” Martinez said with a laugh. 

“Come Thursday at 1:05, he’ll be on the mound.” 

Of course he will. Scherzer is, after all, one of the best pitch¬ 
ers in all of baseball, a three-time Cy Young Award winner and 
runner-up last season. So it makes perfect sense that when Washington hosts the NL 
East rival New York Mets this week, Scherzer will take on the pitcher who topped him 
in the NL voting, Jacob deGrom. 

“It definitely has its prestige,” Scherzer said. “It’s symbolic. It’s an honor to get the 
ball in that situation.” 

That’s because even in this data-driven age in baseball, when analytics and analy¬ 
sis are supposed to be replacing “gut feel” and sentiment when it comes to making 
any and all decisions, granting an opening day start to a particular pitcher because 

SEE VALUE ON PAGE 27 
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